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a rl Thiele, .Jr., 19-:1-1 , is a l presC'nL 
fa rming near Bucklin , :\Iis. ouri. He 
ma jored in agriculture \\·hilc attending 
ollege. 

Mr ·. :\1au rine \Voodruff \Vi s:-;, 1923, 
is .·erving a.· Uounly \Vclfare Director 
of H a rrison CounLv . Mr ·. \iViss is 
liv ing at Bethany, fdissomi. 

Ethel P erry, 193 I, i · li ving at 1002 
E lm , Ch illicothe, l\ Iis.·ouri , where she 
i · vocational home economic· in­
. ·tructor in the C hillicot he High School. 

LaYerne Cab le, 1939, i · mu ·ic 
irn;l ru ctor in the West .Junior High 
School in K ansa City . His present 
addre ·s is 2726 Ea:;t 36th, K ansas 
City, Mi · ·omi. 

Ru th Siegri ·t, J 9-:1-5 , comm erce ma­
jor from M eadvi ll e, Missouri i · teach­
ing in a high school at Maywood. Iler 
present address is 711 oui.h Third, 
:Maywood, Illinoi . . 

Leonard M. kinner, 1935, is teach­
ing ·ocial -tudie · in t.he Hine .Junior 
Hi gh , chool. His present address is 
2801 P ennsylvania Avenue, S. E., 
Washington 20, D . C. 

Paul Thayer, 1938, formerly of 
Quincy, Illinois, i.· teaching commerce 
in lhe .Junior College and High School 
at \1/ a ·h inrrton . Ili · add res· is : -!09 
E . .Jeff er ·on, \Va ·hington, Iowa. 

.Jame:; D. , penccr, 19-!9, of Hunne­
well, l\Ii:souri , is teaching Phy:; ical 
Education and sc iC'nce in the A.gas ·iz 
Grade , 'c hool. :\Ir. p ncer's address 
i:; 33 ½, '. :\Ioorc, Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Frederick D. Tru:;sell, 1939, a social 
sc ience ma jor from larence, l\Ii · ·ouri , 
i.· t aching American lli.tory in th e 
, 'anta Fe High , 'chool. Jfo; aclclrm,:; i. · 
li3li Eas t Pa lace, Santa Fe, X w Mex­
ico. 

'hC'st r LC'C' Hull on, H)-1 , of l\lac-on, 
:\Ii:;souri , is leaching mathemati '8 a nd 
inclu.·trial a rts in the HC'vcnlh grade at 
llarclin .Junior !Iigh , c-hool a l l\frxi co. 
Jli .· present mailing adclr s · is Route 
2, 1\ IC'xic-o, :\Ii.-:-;ouri. 

Holwrl L. Whi:-; IN, 19-1-0, bu:-;inC'.-.­
C'cluC'at ion major from Hidgcway, :\ I i.-­
somi, i.- Band DirC'C'lor of the X cwporl 
,'c-hool. ·. Ile ha:-; hC'ld thi. ·apacity for 
th past !'om yC'ars. l\Ir. vVhi ·l r 
rC'sidcs al rn ' X . K Nprnc·c , · l r ct 
X C'l\'J)0rt, OrC'p;o n. 

On ' of th<' fin<' I ntinK of t hC' Gulf, 
:\lohilP and Ohio Hnilroad . This rnil­
rnad playPd an important p,trt in l hC' 
c.lcYelopm nl oft hC' :\ l idwp,;t. 

NEMOSCOPE 

ALUMNI NOTES 
LoVina T aylor T ompkin.-, 19-b-lc , i:; 

teaching English in the high school 
at Hurdland, M i ·sou ri . 

. John M ax \\·ell Timmons, l 938, i · 
, uperintendent of , 'choob at Wa rdell , 
Missouri. Mr. Timmons was a socia l 
science major. 

D ayton vV. See, 1937, whose home 
town i Rutledge, Mi.-souri , i.- acting 
principa l and science teacher at the 
high school in Dexter, Iowa. 

Mabel M . T aylor, 1942, form erly of 
Pa lmy ra, Missouri , is now in Civil 
Service work. Her address is 5-1-06 
D elmar, St. Louis 12, M issou ri . 

Elbert .J. Wills, 19-!1, whose home 
to,n1 is La Plata, 1\/fissouri, is teaching 
Industrial Arts and Driver Education 
in the Center High School. H e lives 
at 7,5 W est 97th, Kan ·as City, Mis­
souri . 

Iara Underwood, l 939, fo rmerly of 
Kirksville, :Missouri, is now located 
with the M is ·ouri Agricultural Ex­
tension Service. 1is.- 1,;ndenrnod's 
addr ss is: Box 3-!l, Farmington, 
Mi·.-ouri. 

Velma May Yowell , 193-!, of K irk ·­
vill , Mi.- ·ouri , has the po ition as 
R e ·earch \..nalyst for the Illinoi Com­
miss ion for H a nd icapped hi ldrcn. 
She resides at 5326 WinLhrop, Ch ica­
go, Illinois . 
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.Jesse A. Slover, 1946, forme rly of 
Cape Girardeau , M issou ri , is n ow 
·erving as a minister in C larence, 
Missouri . 

Bu rke vVorkman, 1939, is liv ing at 
2637 Roseland Terrace, Maplewood, 

'I issouri, where h e i.- a ert ified Pub­
li c Accountant . 

Leona Bess Teter, 1936, of Prior, 
M issouri, i now Dean of Girls at 
Alton High , ch ool. H er add re s is : 
26-!0 Grandview, Alton , Illinois . 

Vernal Well ·, 194 , elementary edu­
cation major fro m Unionville, i em­
ployed a· fom th grade teacher in t he 
Central School at Marceline, M issouri. 

M r.-. M ild red Jinn Redfield, 19-!3, 
of Fulton, M i souri, is teaching mathe­
matics in the R itenour .Junior High 
, chool. She is li ving at 5536 P ershing, 
St. Louis 12, M issouri. 

Lo'.Vell E. Creed, 1936, formerly 
from Cairo, M issouri , is in busine ·s for 
himself a a contractor and bui lder 
at Bell, California. He has been lo­
cated t here since 1939. 

Helen T hompson , 19-!8, formerly of 
Kalispell , 1ontana, is teaching the 
first grade at Lawton School in Seattle, 
Washington. She is liv ing at 201-l 
Fourth Avenue in t hat city. 

1rs. R oi erta Xash .Jaeckel, 19-!1, 
of Ki rksville, J\!Iissouri , is now em­
p loyed by t he Vete ra n · Admi nistra­
tion as a Medical cc r tary. H er ad­
d ress is : P. 0. Box 70, Mart insburg 
\Ve ·t, Yirg inia. ' 
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THE . ALTON ROUTE OF THE GULF, 
MOBILE AND OHIO RAILROAD 

l·,u1Toll'. Xon;: Thi s a rti r l is lh oul­
l(ro11 lh of ;t :\ fas t<- r ' s Th . is bC'ing wrilt<•n by 
.\'orm:u1 Litt le on lh c> Alton ra il road . :\Ie. s rs. 
.\ IPng, La pp a nd , 'herida n of the> 0 . .\f. a nd 0. 
~·rvi<·t· have bC'e n m ost helpful in supply ing 
1rn1l rials . 

Driving a long th high,rnys of the 
hC'arll a nd · of lh state of ::\ fo,.-ouri 
one notes railroad t re.-t le. bearing a 
relatiYely unfamili a r name, " The ;ulf, 
:-Io bi le and Ohio. " Wn en , it may be 
asked , d id this ·rtem come into the 
1--lal of :Mis. ou ri from "south of the 
:u ason Dixon Line"?" T he saga of this 
rai lroad i. p icturesque in the union of 
the deep south ""i th the border tate 
of :\Ii. souri . The . tee] bands f t he 
C: . :\I. and 0 . -t ret ch acros~ the state 
from Louisia na on the :\Iississippi 
R iver to K a nsas i ty on th ::\1issouri 
River. Through ten of the ri chest 
ao-ricnltural an I incln ·t ria l coun t ies of 
the state kn o,,·n as the " hear t land 
area '' thi road foll o\\·s a famous 
,,·e tern trail to the " Ga te \\·ay'' of 
the " ·e. t - K ansas City, Missouri. 

Cro sing t he -:\1i . . issippi River at 
Loui ian a, :\Ii. ouri on one of t he 
earliest ,,Tought iron railroad bridge 
to the t rans-~1is is ippi we. t, the 
famed " R ebel R oute" o( the Sout h 
en ters the "Li ttle Dixie' section of 
::\Iis. ouri . Proceeding across Pike, 
R a ll ' , Audrain , a lla \\·ay, Boone , R an­
dolph, H oward , aline, Lafayette and 
.Jackson counties , this line erve.- an 
a rea of the tate of ri ch development . 
rnt il 19-17 the Chi cago and • .Ut on 
road o,,·n ed thi ,: line and afte r t he 
merger \\"i th the G . ::\1. and 0. , t he 
entire v. tern 1 ecame kno"·n a the 
" • .Uton R oute" to commemorate thi .­
long-established and "·ell-kno,,·n road. 

The history of t he Chi cago and 
Alton R ail road in Mis. ouri dates back 
to J 59 " ·hen t h Loui. iana a nd :1Iis­
souri R iver R ai lroad wa incorporated 
under the la "" · of :i\Iis. ou ri. D ue to 
the coming of the Ci" il ·w a r construc­
ti on of t he L. & :.\ I. R. wa · delayed . 
It wa.- reincorporated under t he ne\\· 
c:on titu t ion of ::\1 issouri in l 86 . 
An enlarged charter was gran ted the 
L. &: :.\1. R . in J 70 by the General 
A. .. em bly of :11issouri. This line \\"as 
to connect Louisiana with Fulton bv 
"'ay of :'.\'1exico, ~1i,·souri , the latter 
to\\'n being a point on the X or th 
::\iis ·ouri R ailroad no,,· kn o,,--u as the 
Wabash R ail road. The Chicago and 
Alton was an Ill inoi road which had 

oc ial c ic n ce In tru c to r 
.\""orth Kan a s C ity I li g h c h ool 

a«,d 

&~ett W, ?1t,e1e9 
Comm e rc ial Agent, G . )[. a nd 0 . 

:\lexic o , :\Ii sour, 

its beginning in 1 -!7 \\'hen the .\.l ton 
a nd , a ngamon R a ilroad Company 
was incorporated by the ( ;rneral 
.\ ssem blv of Illin ois . 

F ollo,;·ing the Ci , ·il \Yar the Chicago 
and Alton becam interested in acquir­
ing a :\Ii ·souri branch to connect it" 
Illin is line \\' it h K ansas Cit,-. T he 
eye of inte rc ·ted pa rt ie. fe ll upon the 
Louisia na a nd ::\1issouri River R ail­
road then under con.-t ruclion . On 
Augu t 1, 1 70, t his road \\'as lea.-ed 
fo r one th ousand years to t he Chicago 
and Alton Company. 

Th n xt problem \\"a" th (' c-rossinµ, 
of thr ::\lississippi Ri,·er from a p int 
on the ea. t bank lo Louisia na, ::\I i:-­
souri , on the ,n•st bank. Y11ng;m€'yrr 
wri ting; in t he' J oumal of lh P I ll i11o i8 
Slat H i.·torical SociPly in :\! arc-Ii , 
HH.3 say:: 

" The· cros.- ing of the :\I i. si si- ippi wa:-; 
a c-c·omplishe>cl by mean:- of a ferry­
boat , \\"h ich had a capacity of one 
e>nti re passenger trai n or t ,,·e ln ? freight 
cars at one time . . . 

" During the months of .fanua ry , 
February ,rncl Drcember , 1 72, the 
fc:'rry on· the> ::\Iississippi \\·as re> ndPr d 
inoperative by reason of the> ic- e> bl oc k­
ade .. . the board of direC"tors of t he> 
~.\.l ton re ported to the stoc·kholder.­
that if the ult imate value> of the line 
,,·a.- to be rea lized it ,,·as a b.-olutely 
necessa ry that a bridge be con;-;trncl c:'<l 
o,·er the ri ,·er. '' 

~\.ccordingly in 1 73 corn,t ruct ion 
of a bridge \\"a,· begun and it ,,·as 
fi nished on December 2-!, 1 73. 8hoe­
ma ker in Yolume I of his book, Jl i.s­
·ouri and Jl[ i1:;sout"ians comment. : 

" ... It had b en under c-om,truc­
tion le. s t han ix month · and cost 

6 5,000 . The \\TOught iron :;tructure 

T he .-ucce ·s of the Pu llman car was assured after it \\·as a part of the C hicago 
and Alton (no\\" C::\ I&OJ train \\"hich tran:-;ported t he body of Pre ·ident .\ braha m 
Lincoln from hi cago to it ~· last resting place at Springfield , Illinoi:-; . ~fr:;. 
Lineoln reque:;ted the car, kno\\·n as t he P ioneer, fo r u:;e by t he fam ily. 
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2,0-1-2 feet long and ,Yith apprnac-he.­
totaling ;5,000 feet, had at the time it 
\\"as c-onstrueted th la rges t dra 11· sec­
t ion in tlw world. LatN a hoard fl oor 
was laid to permit 1rngon and fool 
passengers to c-ross." 

On :\fay 2.5, J 70, the .-\.!t on entered 
into a contract \\"ith the Xorth :\Ii :--­
souri R ailroad to furnish conneetion.­
with Kansas City until suc-h a time 
11·hen it could complete its line from 
:'.\ Iex ico, :\Ii ·souri , to h:ansa · Cit)·. In 
order to hasten the eon truetion of 
such conn eetions. a group of inter­
e ·tee! citizens met at t he Rou them 
Hote l in St. Louis in 1877 to proYide 
for the organi zation of a company to 
const rnct a rai lroad .frnm :'.\Iexieo. 
:'.\1is:ouri , to Kansas Cit)', Missouri , a 
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dislanee of a bollt I (iO mil es. ThC' l( an­
sas City, St. Lou is and Chicago R ai l­
road 'ompan.v 1nu, prompt ly organ ­
ized and inc-o rporated . .John .f. :\,Iiteh­
cll of , 't. Louis \\"as Plec- tccl prcsiclent. 
F inancino- 1rns a rranged and thf? 1 ros­
peetive railroad 11·a:-; lca:--ecl in per­
petui l.Y lo thP Chi cago a nd .\.lt on 
R ailroad Company . This agency 
agreed to constl'llc-t the ra il rnacl trac k, 
\\"hieh 11·as lo be lai d \\"ith steel rail , 
to con st met the bridges, 11·hi ch 11·ere to 
be bui lt of iron , and to prn,·id e the 
depot s, 1rnter :-;tations, :\\"itch ing 
)'ards, cte. , to unite the prospPc-ti,· 
road \\"ith the :\.l ton at :\'Iex ico, :'.\ I is­
:--omi, and thu:-; fo rm a continu ous line 
of rail road to Ka nsa: City, :\Iissouri. 

The leasc pro,·ided that unti l an 
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iron b1idge ·ou ld be c-onsLructecl at 
Glasgo11·, a .· uita blc ferry .-hould b , 
operated over the Mis ·ouri R iver. 
The boati,;, .J. '. ::.\1cMu llin a nd W. I-I. 

hri ·ty, 11· re to be u · d. Each boat 
eould handle six or seven C'ars and a 
locomotive. When it \\"as decided Lh at 
th rai lroad shou ld be bui lt from :\,1ex­
ico to K an ·as Cit,v, il1r. T. B. B ia ·k­
s tone, President of the Chicago and 
Alton R ailrnad from J 64- 1899 em­
ployed General Wil liam Sooy Smith as 
chjef engineer. ITe \\"a.- to design and 
·upervise t he con ·tructjon of the bridge 
ac ros · the Missouri River. Work on 
the foundation · and piers of the ne1Y 
bridge \\"a: started in :vt:ay, 187 , and 
1rns completed in March, L 79. The 
American Bridge Company wa. award­
ed the contract to fabr icate and erect 
the five ma in span.- but wa · unable to 
fu lfill i L contract . This company 
leased its plant at Chicago and it,; 
equipment at Glasgo1Y to the Chicago 
and Alton to complete the con truc­
tion of this bridge. An acc ident had 
set back its efforts a nd caused a que -
tion to ari e 11·ith regard to the proper­
t ie of steel a a material for bridge 
const ruction. Yungmeyer describe,; 
thi accident as follo\\"S: 

".Just s ix hou r.- before one of the 
main vans 1rnuld have been self-
upported, loo. ·e iee in the river piled 

up against the fa!.-c " ·ork beneath it, ' 
causing the span to fall into t he water, 
a distance of a little more than ·even tv 
feet . . . of the 160 tons of metai, 
11·hi ch fell, 50 ton· \\"ere undamaged, 
60 tons had to be completely renewed 
and the remainder requi red repairs of 
varying degrees . . . the a pproach 
and viaduct being constructed of 
wrough t iron, but t he five main ·pans, 
each 314 feet in length , constituted the 
fi rst large u ·e of ·tee! in bridge con­
s t ruction . . . In 1899 it was fo rced 
to give way to another -tructu re de­
signed foi· heavier loadings." 

T he completion of t his bridge 11·E1 :-­
accompli ·heel on .June 7, 1879, and . 
marked the placing of the first steel 
bridge in ervice. 

The Alton Rail road i noted for 
th ree innovation · in that it was the 
fi rst railroad to use a Pullman car, 
a dining car , and the fir t road to u e 
a reclining chair car. The tory of its 
use of the P ullman car da tes back 
to President Abraham Lincoln's death . 
On May 2, 1865, a board a pecial 
Alton funeral t rain, the body of Abra­
ham Lincoln was brought to Spring­
field, Illinois. As early a 1858, George 
P ullman had constructed in the Alton 
shop t hree of t he e sleeping car ·. Mr . 
Lincoln had seen one of t hese on a 
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prc>viou · trip to Jllinoi .· . "\Vh n worn 
and WC'ary, ·he arrived in 'hi ·ago on 
the la: t lap of hC'r sad journ y from 
\Ya:hington , ·he r -qu t d it .- u e. 
Thi · rar " ·a to ,,·i I for much of t he 
traC'k ·pace a nd it is a fact tha t it 
\l':l.' ne · ssary for t he \J ton R oad to 
hurriedly na rrow : lation platforrn : 
and widen the r-; i le. of brid ge. . o 
that the fun ra l train could pa . .­
through un ob. t ructed . Two of t h 
.\!ton 's best t ra in wer kno" ·n a: t he 
.-\.I raham Lincoln and the Ann Ru t­
ledge in honor of th a ngam on a rea 
\\·hich it erved in Illinois. 

The :ulf, M obil e and Ohi o had it.­
beginnings in ~1i i . ippi a· a re ul t 
of th work of 'olonel "Willi am C . 
Fa lkn r , \\·ho had served in the ,Con­
federate Army. When he organiz ,d 
the R ebel Rou te of t he south , h wa. 
able to combine b~, 1872 many shor t 
line sout hern roads and to on -truct 
a ne,,· line. In 1912 Burton T igrett 
became temporary presiden t of what 
ir-; no" · t he G ulf, :\Iobile a nd Ohi o, 
and improved the equipmen t and 
. ervice of t he road immensely. , te,Y­
a rt H . H albrook in his storv of Amer-
ican railroads say : · 

". . . In 1935 (Tigrett) gave the 
, 'ou th its fir t s treamliner, t he R ebel, 
and t he ,vorld its first train hoste .. , 

' :\1i s I~atherine ullivan. ' 
On eptember 1, 1940, t he G ulf, 

:\Iobile and Ohio was officially in­
corporated wit h a system of 2,004 
miles of t rack to ·erve St. Louis on the 
north , and the t wo Gulf por t. of 
:\Io bile and Kew Orlean · on the 
:out h . ::\1:emphi is t he western ter­
minus and Birmingham and Mont ­
gomery, Alabama, are t he eastern 
termini. 

Early in 1945 cer tain par t ies inter­
e.-ted in the Al ton R ailroad, t hen in 
receiver. hip of t he U ni ted States Dis­
t rict Court at hicago, a pp roached 
President Tigrett wi t h t h idea of 
mergence with the G. M. & 0. Traffic 
t udies began, and as a re ult, t he 

G . M . & O's purchase of the Alton 
wa fi led " ·it h t he Interstate Comm erce 
Commis ion in Washington on May 14, 
194,5. T he two sy ·terns ·were merged 
in .June, J 947. The Al ton operated 
958.89 miles of track and together 
wit h t he G. M. & .Q. a new three 
thousand m il t runk line system wa. 
formed from t he Great Lake to t he 

' ulf with entrances in to incorporated 
transpor tation center of the North, 
such as Peoria, Chicago a nd Kansa. · 

ity, Missouri . 
H a lbrook pay a striking t ribute to 

the en trance of t he G . M. & 0 . in to 
Illinois and Missouri when he say : 
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[, illed in action in K ol'ea on Au­
gust .- , J 950, Captain Ho"·ell i.- the 
fi rst known K .S.T. . ca. ualty of the 
K orean \\·ar. U o"·ell "·a a tudent in 
the Teache r: Colleg from t he fall of 
193 7 th rough the : pring of J9-!0 . 

* * * 
T he foll o\\'ing a r ticle is reprin ted 

from the Kirk. vill e D ai ly Express of 
Sunday, August 13, 1950. 

Capt . R obert X . H o\\'ell , 30, K irks­
vi lle man \\'ho gave his life in his 
count ry's sen·ice, " ·a.- hot do\\n by 
an ti-aircraft fi re in Korea, according 
to \\·ord received by :VIrs. Howell , 
who arrived in Kirksville la. t " ·eek. 

:ivfrs. H o\\'ell has received a letter 
from the Defenr-;e Department con­
fi rming t he fi rst telegram, \\·h ich \\·a 
fo n rnrded from E irksYi lle to her just 
a fter she rea ·hed Los Ang les from 
t he Philippines. Th i letter refe rs to 

". . . The .-\I ton Route has been 
painted on the Rebel s treamliners 
t hat operate behrnen SL Loui. and 
points south . 

". . . It looks Ii ke a task, this har­
monizi ng trad it ions of the ~orth and 
the outh, but thm;e " ·ho kno\\· Presi­
dent Ike T igrett believe he i. \\'holly 
capable of accomplishing the feat. 
He has long been an admire r of Lin­
coln and even went so far as to make 
the G. ::\1. & 0 . Logan 'The Al ton 
Route,' rather than 'The R ebel 
Route ,' "'hith had b en u. ed for 
many years.'' 

The Gu lf, Mobi le & Ohio operate 
254.68 miles of track in :\/[is ouri. To 
facilitate communicationr-; in the Mis­
ou ri area a new di patche r telephone 

ci rcuit has been installed. J:o in­
clud d in thc;;c improvements a re a 

P, .,.; :-

th<' messag<' stali ng that C'apl. lTowC' ll 
wa: killf'd in a<"I ion . \ug. ,'5 in l,oJ"C'a 
and tonlain,.; the additional informa­
l ion that " 'apt. llo\\'l' ll \\'W' pilot of 
an air('l'aft \\'hiC'h \\'as pn'.·umably hit 
b)· anti-aircraft fir<' and xplod d ." 

.\ letter from the ('haplain of tlw 
.\ ir ForC'e group is to fo li o\\', thC' DC'­
frnse J eparl mC'n t l<'l tC'I' :-; tales, and 
give furth r dC't a ils. 

It \\'Us lmo"·n h rC' that 'apt. [f O\\' II 
\\·as se rving as S([LlcHlron l<'adcl' for 
F- 0 jct fightC'r planes, known a: 
"Shooting , 'tars," but it, is not kno\\'n 
ho\\· long hC' had been in a('tion in 
Korea. 

Cnder the rotation pla n, Capt. 
Ho\\'e ll \\·a - clue back in t lw , 'tatcs 
this : ummer and he had !)('en assigned 
to Langle~· :B ie ld. H e and ;\Irs. Howell 
were packed up to leave in .July, but 
he received orderr-; to remain . :\Ir:. 
Howell and daughter then took a 
later ship. 

a pt. Ho\\'ell :erved in X orth Africa, 
Sicily and Italy during World War 
II, " ·it h eighty com bat mis. ion. to 
his credit, and had received several 
dee ration .. 

~Irs. Hazel Louise Wells, 19-!l , an 
elementary education major, i · em­
ployed a. first and .-econd grade teach­
er at Le\\·isto \\·n , ::\Iis. ouri. 

D r. Ruth Struby Tay lor, 193 , 
formerly of I,irksville, Yiis:ouri , ha · 
just completed her - intern, hip at t. 
Jo eph Hospital in Omaha. , 'he has 
lo ated at Spalding, X ebra.-ka, to be 
an a.- ·ociate of Dr. :\I. ::\1. Sullivan 
a nd "·ill pecia li ze in ob:tetrics and 
women's and children 's clisea, es. 

n " . physical me. age circuit , a new 
carrier tele phone :ystem, and a tele­
type Jine for t he faster reporting of 
cars enroute. The roadbed has been 
improved by t he replacemen t of old 
rail \\ith ne\\· 115 pound rail over fifty 
miles of t he route. Additional im­
provements " ·ithin the next three 
year are to include the replacement 
of rail over one hundred miles of 
track and the complete renovation of 
t \\·o la rge grain elevator. owned by 
the railroad in Kansas City, ::VIo. 
The sy tern employ l 212 people in 
the Missouri service. 

This is t he saga of the en trance of 
the Gulf, Mobile & Ohio R ailroad 
in to the i\1i souri Ri,·cr coun try \\·here 
it extend. like a belt acros · the ample 
\\'aistline of the :Mis ouri River Yalley 
,;eetion of t he "Show :\Ie" s tate. 
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HARRIS COLLEGE, HARRIS, MISSOURI 
EoTTon's XoTE: The matl'rials and pi c-­

ture. for tbi. arti<'le ,n:> re r·olledecl IJ\· :-Irs. 
G ird :-kC ullough of !Iar ri , :-Iis our1. :-Ir~. 
:-Ic-Cullough i~ a granddaughtpr of the found­
er or tlw College, A. \ \'. Hani.· . .J a m('.' Ifrn ­
drcx, princ-ipa l of the High SC'hool at X ew­
tm,·n, :-Ii . ouri, :v-si~tPd "·ith the a r t iclr. 

In the fe rt ile farming ect ion of 
~ orth"·e;,;tern Sull iYan County \\"as 
founded the to\\"n of Harris, :.\1issouri, 
in the . ·pring of 1 7. The enterpr i ·ing 
f;pirit of this community ,rn. .Judge 

'9 
?H,,u, IJvid ?lte{!edtou~ 

Harris , .\li ssouri 

'Paeduee Z>ue9te ~~ 
Asso c iate Professo1· of Social 

Scie n ce Education, Northeas t 
..\Iissouri State T e ache rs College 

0 .. \ . P ROCTO R :-\ ERY ED _\>, T H E :-\ 1::coxo PRl:.:-HD E.XT 

A. 'IV. H arris, for \\·horn the t0\\·n wa. · 
namr d. The History of Sullivan Coun­
ty , publi. bed in 1 , charac terized 
:.\1r. H al'l'is as a " public ·pirited gentle­
man, ak ay · in te rested in a ll public 
enterprise·." 

..\ ... \V . H a rris ,ms born in Boone 
County, :.\1Ii ·souri , ~ O\·ember 5, 1822. 
At the age of t \\·en ty he came t o 
Sullivan County a nd .-ettled in Clay 
To\\·nship . H erc he began acquiring 
,·ast holdings of land . , 'tart ing \\·ith 
IGO acres of land, he soon acquired 
four thousand acres, , \·hich he culti­
vated and improved . In 1887 he laid 
out a town on a very d e1:,irable portion 
of hi · farm near his residence, and thi . · 
town became H arri , :Missouri . In 
t he to,Yn, Mr. H arris built the fir 't 
st ore building in 1887. The History of 
Sullivan County record8 that " thi ,.; 
to,\·n became a great riYal of X e\\-tO\Yn 
in t he we tern pa rt of the county." 

After aiding t he establishment of a 
M thodist Church, :\fr. Harris turned 
his attention to t he e ta.blishment of 
H arri College. Thi · ·in.titution \\"a;,; 
organized, financed, and constructed 
through the ac tivitie · of A. ,V. Harris, 
his .-on, Overton H arris, and hi · three 
sons-in-la \Y, J. F. .Johnson, T. X. 
W ood, and J. H . H angma n. These 
men fo rmed t he Board of Tru ·tee of 
H a rri · College and prepared a building 
to house their enterprise. For the 
t ime of its con ·t ruction the bui lding 
wa · a most ambitious one. On th 
first floor , rnre t\\"o large class room. , 
ea ·h wit h a ro t rum for the t acher·.­
desk. From this platform, program;:; 
of a ll types ,\·ere given. E ach of the. e 
main rooms had an adjoining, maller 
cla sroom . 

The ha ll \rnys ,\·ere large, and there 
werc b\·o tainrny · leading to the 
second floor. ne of these stair \\"aYs 
wa for the hoy and the other tai;-_ 
,rny ,ms for the use of the girls. Cloak­
rooms wer loca ted underneath these 
stair\\"ay , one for the boy an l on 
for t he girl8. It i · noted that the exes 
,Yere Lo be separated in all of the school 
ac tivitie ·. 

The s cond floor ;f this bu ilding 
eontained two cla.-s room , a fully 
equipped scienc laboratory and a 
large audi torium. Thi. room ran the 
full lengt~ of the bu ilding and con­
t a ined a ·tage at the north end, ~vhich 
ran t he full width of th building . 
. \t the we. t nd of the .-tage was the 
dre sing room. 1Vhen not in u ·e as an 
auditorium , this large room ould be 
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divided into hrn smaller classrooms 
by mean· of folding doors. 

The college site ,rns located in the 
north,Ye. tem com er of the Yillage of 
Harri , :.\ii souri on a fi,·e ac re tract 
of land . This campus of the college 
also contained a football field. 

The college opened its doors in 
September of 1889 a nd clo eel in 
::.\Iay, 1892. There " ·ere no graduates. 
In that _vear the H arri s College build­
ing " ·as taken oYer by the public 
. chool -ystem, and the college build­
ing \\·as used to house th e H arri s 
High School. It continued in opera­
tion as the Harri High 'chool until 
1907 at which time the building was 
struck by lightning a nd burned to t he 
ground. 

This college ,ms organized in t he 
u ·ual pattern of its clay. as an 
academy. It accepted .tuden t · on all 
of the leYels from t he first grade 
t hrough four years of college 11·ork. 
In.·truction wa · given in G reek, Latin , 
Science , History , GO\·ernment , "Elo­
cution and D elsarte", Commerce, P en­
manship, ::VIat hematics and Yocal a · 
well as instrumen tal music, including 
band instructi on. Thirteen teachers 
were employed on the faculty of t his 
school. Their contracts stat cl t hat 
the school would open in , eptem ber 
of 1891 for a nine months term . They 
mu. -t haYe preparation to teach aca­
demic, preparatory, a nd coll egiate 
courses such a were offered in four 
year colleges. The fac ulty li. t and t heir 
assignments include the following : 

Charles C. Swafford-Languages 
and Presid en t of the College 

Lydia A. S,rnfford (hi · " ·ife)- \ "oice 
Le.·son, 
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Orla A. Proctor- Science.,, 
r\.. X. Cook- ommerc 
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John , '"'·anger- History, Gov rn-
ment , Public, peaking 

Lu t her Evan. - :.\IathemaLic 
Cora \Vebster BrO\rn - Piano 
Abagail Signour-Elocution and 

D elsarte 
F. C. Comrny-Band 
H enry K. X oel-Cornmerce and 

Penmanship 
The teachers' ·on tracts a l. ·o stated 

t hat they ,rntilcl be priYilegecl to have 
t 11·0 vacations of t\\'o "·eek· each, on 
condi tion t hat they t each a full nine 
months. The "teaeherage" provided 
for the president wa.· no doubt one 
of the earliest of its kind in t he a rea. 
The President, Charles C. Swafford, 
11·a · from X ew York State. T11·0 
people, who \\·ere members of the 
facuUy, later became well knO\Yn in 
educational circles; namely, J ohn E. 
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Died Dec. 21, l 99 
_ \.ge 77 years 

f,"·anger of :-Iilan, :-Iissouri and Henr)' 
E. X oel now of Tarkio, :-Iis ol!l'i. 

In 1 89 ,Yhile the college wai; being 
organized and the building wa, being 
constructed , .\.rbor Day was observed 
by the community. Each famil.v in 
the village planted pine 1.ree, · on the 
college campus. The trustees of the 
college built a pretentious eight room 
residence for the Pre ·ident and his 
family. Thi, • building \rns located 
acro.·s the street from t.he College . 
It is reported that Professor Charles 
C . ,\·afford \\"as dismissed at the close 
of the fir t year of Harris College be­
cau e of hi · extraYagance and financial 
entanglements. Profes or Orla A. 
Proctor, teacher of science, and A. "X. 
Cook, teacher of commerce, then took 
charge of the , chool. 

The institution wa financed 
through the sale of ·cholarships priced 
at $100 each and lasting for three 
. chooI vears 01· h\·entv-seven months 
timC'. 'lhe scholan;hip. · read as follo\\". ·: 

Xo ... __ 
This cholarship Pntitles it. holdN 10 

tuition in Harriis College of Harri., :\fo,­
souri , for tlw lPrm of twenty- even months, 
is t ransferabl' anrl will hP good if prC'-
cnte<l for luition within five ,·par:; from 

date. · 

T. X. \Yoo<l / BOARD OF TRUSTEEf\ 

Pres. Countersigned, 
0. H arris \ 'IIARLE>-; C. WAVFORD 

, 'cf'. - PreRident of the ollcg<' 

.\.pparently the sale of the:,;e . chol­
arsh ips wai; in.-ufficient to maintain 
t.hc in, titul ion for it operated only 
three year · before ·lo ing it doors. 
The peak of the enrollm nt ,,·a · , ti­
mat cl in a range of 12;:i to 150 people, 
largely from , 'ulliYan and nearby 
adjoining counties. The pictur shows 
the ·omplcte school, a,; of 1 90 . 

. \.mong th prominent faculty m m­
ber. ' of Iforris ollegC', wa · Henry K. 
Xo<'I f Tarkio, :\Ii.-souri. l\[r. Xocl 
fini.-hcd in , 'eptembn of 19--HJ, forty­
onC' vear · of ,;crvice with Tarkio 
(:\Ii,-. .-ouri) 'ollcge. For thirte n year.· 
h ,\·a. a member of the facultv of 
Tarkio 'oil cg and t h0n .-e1-Yc l a. 

~~E:.\IOSCOPE 

businei;,; manager of the same institu­
tion for t\\·ent)' -eio-ht year:, retiring 
in f:lcplember of J 9-19, at the age of 
ninelv vear.-. 

on· .July l , 19-1-9 he \\TOtc, "The 
name Harris College' ;;ound:,; to me 
like an echo of the past and the ec ho 
bring.- some pleai;ing memories of 
Harri College sixty yeari; ago .... I 
remember onlv three of the faculty. 
Prof. S\,·af'f ord", Pres., .John E. S"·ang­
er of :-Iilan, :-lo., and I had charge of 
the Bu ·inc·:-; Depa1tm.ent. I wa!::! ,,·ith 
the college one year only, l 89-1890. 

, 'nrMER-F.\LL, 1950 

The next year I believe the coll g 
closed.'' · 

Although this pri,,ate in:;titution did 
not last a long enough time to produce 
a graduating class, it stand · a · an 
oasi:-; of lea rning in a desert area. It 
bo"·ed before the on-coming public 
school . y:-;tem, which ,Ya;; developing 
,\·ith the greater settlement of the 
section. It tands a a monument to 
the far.-ighted intelligence of the 
founder of the community of Harri , 
:-Iissouri. H e recognized, that on the 
rural American frontier, culture and 

0. ll .\RHI 
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AURORA, OREGON, A MISSOURI COMMUNITY 
EoI TOR 's X OTE: T hi~ i the thi rd and last 

of a serie of a r t icles on reli gious c-ommunis­
tic experiments ronner-ted with _:-;;orthea. t 
::\Iissouri and under the leader,-hip of Dr. 
\Yilhelm Keil. T wo previous article on 

.. Bethel and ~ineveh , :\1issouri, have appeared 
in previou issue,:. 

E:sthcr K opfer reeeivecl her :\1. A. degree 
at t he X ortbea~t :\ Iissouri ,.'ta te T eac- hers 
College in Augu. t 1950. H er thesis title was 
Jfissourums in the Orego,1 8elllemenl. Thi;; 

1 art icle i condensed from Chapter n · and 
in the original i ca refu lly documented. 

Aurora, in ::\ Iarion Count:,. Oregon , 
,rn typical of the many little Yillages 
in Oregon. in ce but little of itR early 
bi. tory has been presern'cl, fe"· people 
are aware of " ·hat tran. pired there. 
The founder of Aurora " ·ai:; 'i'i"ilhelm 
Keil, "tailor, doctor, preacher. pi oneer, 
dictator, my ti c and fanatic. " 

Keil'. :\Ii ouri en terpri . e. \\·ere 
remarkable ..:ucce. · e . The Bethel 
colony gre\\ .. ·teadiJy, and by I 55 
there \Yere . eYen hundred inhabitants. 
But K ei l ,rns not r-ati. fic<l; the Oregon 
feyer h ad conquere l him. 

, 'o a <·outing party made up of 
Adam , 'chuele, 'hri ,;tian G ies \· and 
\\·ife , .Jo. eph Knight. .John , 'tauff r, 
, 'r., .John , tauffer. .Jr., ::\Ii eh ael 
, 'chaefer and George GPnger, was . ent 
to find a .·uitable place for a comm unis­
tic col om· in t h far X ort hwc:,;;t. .\ 
report fin·all)· came to Bethel from the 
"spi . " of an ideal pl aC" in the Yall ey 
of the 'iYill a pa on . 'hoah rnter Bay in 
t he 'iYashington T enitory. 

Acti,·e preparation: for the journey 

lea rning were the right of t he f.etl !er;;. 
Through hi: ffort. thp,·e privile re;; 
were to he pos:ihl , until th C'Ommun­
ity \\·as in a po. ition to take over th 
enterpri:e and make it a part of th 
s\m ri ·an way of life for th inhabi­
tant. of th a'i·ca. H arri: 'ollege di cl, 
but thi,. " beacon light on thP hill" in 
we. tern , ' ulli van Count,, sh ·cl it;; 
light afar. Thi: rural community is 
st ill recogni zPd a. one of the mm,t 
·ultured rural area.· of north :\1issouri. 

, 'ueh a rPputation ·an in part b • 
att.ribut ·d to th influ •n<· • of thi · 
Parlv in:t itutio11 . . \ look at t lie• C'll r­
rict;lum ofT ring, rPfl <·t: thP ,·las;;iC"al 
empha:i,· of the train in g offerPcl, so 
typic:al of t l1C' old acad ,mies. Tho1,c 
.tudpnt. , who drank d epl,v of thPse 
"El. ian , 'pring:" did not forgC't. ff ar­
riH, :\fo;1;ouri and it. : u1T<Jt11Hli11g 
c•nviron: hav • C'on inuc•d it. intcrc•;;t 
in t he b ttC'l' way of lifp and in ( IH' 
promotion of Pduc·ational ac·tivities, 
even to t he pr •:pn( day. 

~ 

&4~e,i 'J:::o.p/e,z, 
High School Social Scien ce 

Teach e r 
)lt. Pl easant, Iowa 

\\'ere begun. According to Koch , E eil 
li,·ened up the ,\·ork by directing t h e 
most effective cur ·e in hi · YOcabula1T 
at old ::\1issouri. The chief rea:on for 
his b itterness ,rns t hat his olde ·t son, 
'iYilliam , \\·ho h ad recently returned 
from college, had died of malaria. 
Xothing could keep E ei l in Bethel 
nO\\. ; he had to get out of the plaee. 

E eil had promi ·eel h i. DO\\. cl cea.:ed 
·on that he \\'Ould take him a long to 
the \Yest. The fat! er, n-ishing to keep 
his promis to the boy, sent to ~t. 
Loui. for a l ad coffin. The I ody 1rn. · 
placed in thi,· coffin, the eoffin ,rns 
filled \\·ith alcoh I and · a led, and 
t hen placed in an e. pecially de:igncd 
plains hearse, constru ·ted in the 
Bethel 1rng n ·hop. Thi;; unique 
1rngon 1Yas placed at the hPad of the 
\l'ctgon train. 

On th morning of th clepartm , 
\\'eclne:daY, :\Ia,- 23. l .-.). the train 
of t1\· nty~four ~rngon.- left the little 
Bethel ·olonv amid the ;;trnin.- of a 
fun ral song. c mpo,;ed h)· Dr. K ei l 
in honor of hi: deeeas d :--on. Th n' 
\\·ere t 1\·0-hundrccl and fifty men, 
women, and C'hilclren in tl1i;; firsl 
Bethel \\·agon train to th, Far \Ye 't. 
Tlw " ·agon,.; , ha n es;;, saddle:. and 
:u 1 plie: n ec!Pd on th journP)', almo. t 
lo t llC' la;;t item , had hC' n gro\\'n, made. 
milled, fa:hion d, and prepar cl on 
the land a nd in th shop, at ] C'lhel. 
. \ll art i ·I ;, ex ·C'pl the> gun: and ammu­
nition n eel d to provide' the emigrant.­
ll'i th \\'i ld game 1rhil cnroule to th 
promi I land 11· re the produets of 
:\Ji. sou ri. 

ThP caravan mm·ecl 1\· :-;t ward on•r 
thC' ::\ii::ouri mad: and r aC'hC'd ~t. 
.Jo,.;cph \\'ithout unu:ual ineidcnt. Xo 
onp waH happiC'I' than KP ii \\'lH'11 th 
boundan· of :\ I i,.;Hm1ri had been left 
hphind. · Hut , at (h same• tim , he 
had left ·ivilization l,phind an I hi: 
bragging al tim0.- gavC' \\'ay to c•:...­
pr ssions of frar. 

.\fter Im vinµ; ·tonn., mud, the 
lorturps of du:t, mosquito s, tlw 
hwk of fuc•l, the dParlh of grn;;s and 
\\'alC'r, a nd a ll of t hP ot h r ha rd ship · 
(·ommon to I nn·cling on th<· pin ins, 
th<' littl<• am1·a 11 fina l!)· rPach d th, 

Willapa Valley in .-afety about ix 
month after their wagons left B eth el. 
Keil's company ,rns ,Yarmly welcomed 
by the "spies," who had built home· 
and cleared land for crop in prep ara ­
tion for his caravan, which had arrived 
as scheduled. 

Willapa did not pro,·e to be a de­
: ira ble location for the new colony, 
a nd Dr. K eil wa determined to look 
el. ·e,\·here. Y'i illa pa, Keil thought, was 
too much i. e lated a nd communica­
tion by ·wagon road· " ·ith t h e re. t of 
t he " ·orld ,Yould be impo sible. The 
n eighbors "·ere more "·orldly h ere than 
at Bethel, for Bru ·ep ort with its ex­
seamen and Indian-squaw population 
wa., certainly not a model place in 
re pect to m orals. Prices for commodi­
ties at Bruceport ,\·ere outrageous in 
compari. on to the price· of the same 
good. in Oregon. For in ·tan ce, a barrel 
of flom sold for from fifteen to twenty 
dollar at Bruceport , compared to 
three dollar.- and fifty cent. in Oregon. 

It \Ya decided hv Dr. E eil and the 
mem I er' of hi colo.ny that the proper­
ty on the \Yillapa should be given to 

'hri. tian Gie y and :\Ii ·hael , chaefer. 
The greater part of the company "·a.' 
to remain in 'iYillapa during the \\·inter, 
while K eil and about fourteen or 
fifte n young men journeyed to Port­
land in :earch of \1·ork. On Xo,·ember 
26, 1 5 - , occurred the l mial of Wil­
helm K ei l, .Jr . on the property of 
Chri ·tian Gie.->·· 

Dr. Keil practiced m dicine during 
the "·inter of 1 55-1 5U. All th while 
he remained in touch "·ith the \\'Ork of 
hi.- peopl in \Villapa and al o with 
th B th 1 colony in ::\Iissomi, \\'hich 
had been left in charge of . \ndrew 
Cie.-y, .Jr. In the meantime, Dr. Keil 
and hi.- young men found a suitabl 
:ile for a :-;et.tlem nt in the \'irillamette 
, . all )' . Th pla · \\·as gi,· n the name 
of .\urora, in honor of Dr. Keil' · 
fanJrit dmwhtcr. 

.\.u rora, locat <l hetweC'n ~alem and 
Portland wa. on th main road east of 
Willamette. For the 'um of . 1,000, 
a ( raC'l of t \\"O quarter ::-ccliom; ,\·as 
obtained and a J art of thC' purchas 
pric \1·a8 paid in ·aHh . On one quarter 
;; •(i n of land there had h en located a 
small sn1\· mill and a p;ri;;t mill at the 
limp of t lie purt"hase. On one quart r 
s(• ·lion there' wn also n primiti,·c locr 
c·ahin. l [crp the Ii Lt IC' grnup oft wpnty­
fivp \1·orkmc11 livc-d aH on famil , 
during the spring of I ,>(i \\·hi](' lh )' 
11·prc• <·on.-tnwf in!-!, re-side nee lrnil<linµ;:s 
shops, and imprm·ing the mill.-. 
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l\Iean\\·hil r [(ri l c-o n Li nued hi .· pmC'­
ti ·e in P ort la nd. Ile m ade freq uent 
trips to Au rora to help plan a nd direct, 
the \\·ork of building, clearing the bi nd , 
starting of fa rming and of gardening, 
and the planting of orcha rd a nd 
vinevards. Dr. K eil 110\\" ·en t a ·um­
m on·, out to the forme r Betheli te. to 
rejoin him here. :\Iany ,\·ho were a ble 
to do so responded to the call , hut 
some refused ancl began to ,·hift for 
them elves. 

Rapid progre ·s \ \"aS m ade at Aurora. 
In the sp ring of 1 .57 th hou ·e of Dr. 
K eil and hi.· fami ly was fini ·heel. It 
,\·as referred to a: "the big house. " 
During the first year: accommodat ions 
,\·ere afforded and meal · were erved 
to overland stage pas ·enger: in "Lhe 
b ig house" before the Aurora hotel 
and restaurant ,\·ere completed. Part 
of the ·ingle men a nd women lived in 
"the big hou ·e ' and a number of the 
detached men li ved in "the ha ll " 
nearby, \\·here late r guests ,\·ere ac­
commodated. The ha ll was used for 
dancing, entertainment ·, and public 
functions of a ll bnd . During these 
early days t here ,rns very lit t le pri ­
v acy for Dr. K eil-"preacher, coun-
elm·, confidan t, fri end, dictator, judge 

a nd jury." 
Aurora had not been established 

long before shops and mall factories 
of all kinds had been built. There was 
a tannery, sa,\· mill, grist mill , carding 
m achinery, a nd several old looms. 
There were ·hop: for cabinet maker. , 
blacksmiths, ,rngon makers, t in \,·ork­
ers, and carpenters . There were a l ·o 
tailors and shoemakers. These in­
dustrie · were not canied on exten­
sively, but rather, they were for the 
purpo e of supplying the communi ty 
"·itb what it needed. The main in­
dustry in Aurnra, as in Bethel, \\·as 
farming. This netted the colony its 
principal income. 

Besides raising the ordinary pro­
duce, exten ive orchards were kept . 
X ordhoff te -t ified that they were the 
largest in t he state, and that both 
large and small fruit grew exceedingly 
well. N' ear the orchard \\·as a la rge 
bui lding where the fruit " ·as stored 
and some of it pared fo r drying. The 
apples \Yere much in demand at San 
Francisco. Aurora apple butter gained 
quite a reputation in a ll parts of Ore­
gon. The cider a lso became well 
known. The community had a large 
vegetable garden for those wh o were 
unable to have one of t heir own. :\.1ost 
of the families had their own poultry, 
however. 

A colony store . ·upplied t he coloni ts 
\\·ith their ne els without money and 

,:\fE .\10 COPE 

with out pric-r. r\ general mrrc:handise 
store \\·as estab lished for traclr \\·it h 
the surrounding c-ount, ry. C: ood: , 
\\·a r s a nd implemrn1 s 1w•1·e so ld to 
the I ropl outs id e of the co lon_v. Th r 
profiL \\·ent to the c-ommon trea;;ury . 
A po.- t office center d in th e "general 
:tor " wa · run bv a membe r of the 
colony a:; it se rvecl a lso as th e expres.­
officr , \\·hich han dled grcat ;;um .- of 
money. The neighbors brought in 
their m oney, too, an l the big .-afe in 
the general .-tore con:;tan t ly conta ined 
thousa nd .- of doll a rs . 

Aft er the hotel a nd re -tau rant \\·rrc 
cstab li ·bed , t hey ciuick ly became 
knO\\·n to every traveler for their 
a mple accommodat ion:; were xcellent 
a nd the rest au rant food was LLnSU r­
passecl. P eople from P ortla nd ca me 
to Aurora to spend th ir vacaLions at 
the hotel a nd 1.o enjo_v the conccs ions 
of t hr c-ommunity. For many years 
the peop le of Aur ra conducted a 
restaurant on the fair ground.- at 
. 'alem . This helped a l ·o to advertise 
the culina ry a rt of .·\.u rora . 

Although most of the Aurora :ettlers 
,\·err farmers , the trades and pro­
fessions ,,.-ere taken care of by people, 
who \\·ere most suited for them. :X o 
one wa · confined to a single task . 
C'sually the individual's preference 
was taken into consideration. Eac-h 
shop had its foreman by natural selec­
tion, and the re ,Ya. a general super­
visor over a ll farm work. The \\·ork 
was so arranged t hat there \\·ould 
ah,·ays be sufficient seasonal help on 
the land . 

There \\·as no forced labor in the 
Aurora communi ty. Every Saturday 
afternoon ,\·a con ·idered a half holi­
day. The men u ·ually celebrated by 
going on a hunt. For t hi .- occasion 
they formed large parties, took thei r 
provisions \\·ith them and camped 
out. :Xearly alway · they came h ome 
,\·ith plenty of game. The deer m eat 
\\·as cooked and preserved in variou, 
ways, but the venison hams \\·e i·e 
smoked a.· only the Aurora colonists 
knew h ow. 

Due to the C i,-il War in :Missouri 
t he second la rge ,rngon train cam e 
from Bethel and a rrived in Aurora in 
the fall of 1863. This t rain \\'as r•ap­
tained by Christoff Wolff, a teacher of 
"Old W oriel" training and abi lity in 
music and languages. An a rtisan, 
J acob :\1i ller, a cabinet m a ker a nd 
turner, wa numbered among those, 
who came to urora in t his second 
mi 0 Tation. A t hird wagon train cap­
tained by a J ohn Yogt with som e 
eighty per.-ons from Bethel a rrived in 
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,\.11rora in I (j.3 . Thr fourth migration 
in J (i8 brnught to . \. urora about ·ixty 
co lonist;; inc luding thr B c-ke fa mi ly 
from :Xin .veh . In addition to t he 
c:ovrrrd waµ;on train passengers, about 
one hundred coloni:t.- cam from time 
t time bv \\'UY of th Isth mus of 
P a nama r"rom ·::--.Ii.-.-ouri to Aurora. 
By 1870 probably more than one 
thou.-a nd people b longed to t h 
. \.urora communitv a nd owned a tota l 
of 23 ,-'SOO ac r .- of go cl la nd . 

Thr Aurora members paid taxe.­
a long \\·ith the rest of th ir ne ighbor ·. 
:X ordhoff reported that the Auroran .­
add cl no burden in the way of cou rt 
costs, for no man in Aurora ,\·a: ev r 
cha rged \\·ith crime or a rre:ted. :Xo 
la\\" ·u it ev r started. There \\·as never 
a di,·orce or a separation. Th r were 
fe"·, if a ny, cripples a nd the aged and 
th sick ,\·ere tenderlv ·ared for. 
K eil '.- \\'ill \\·as .-upreme; and those who 
did not bO\\. under it left th e colonv. 
P olities a nd re ligi on \\·ere clo.-ely 
alli d at .-'l .. urora, and Eeil made use 
of th pulpit to \\·hip the unru ly 
members into lin . 

As for the educat iona l opportunit ie. 
in .-\.urora, one can say that the average 
chi ld of the communih· received as 
good an educati n a. · the average l 

chi ld did out:ide Aurora , if not better. 
The publi c school of early Oregon 
had onh· a fe\\. months of school an­
nually ; · \\"herea.- , the Aurora chool 
was open throughout t he entire year. 
Aurora had the ·ervices of I~arl Ruge, 
a unive rsitv trained man. The am­
bitious and mu ·ically inclined pupil 
,Yere priYileged to take Jes ·ons from 
Henry Conrad Finck, an old master 
musician . L ·.-on in a lmost any sub­
ject could be taken from Professor 
W olff, graduate of Goettingen. 

The advantages of music in Aurora 
was e:pecially great. Aurora might be 
called a musical oa ·i in a n area deYoid 
of mu ·ica l cultu re. The Aurora people 
10\·ed to .-ing and frequently spent the 
evening. in t his enjoyable and profit­
ab le past ime. In the early history of 
Aurora, there \\·as a lad ies' chorus 
, ,·hich the "old t imer." decla red was a 
credit · to the community. The most 
famous of the Aurora musical or­
ganization.· was t he .-\.urora band. On 
t he whole there was no extensive 
intellectual li fe at Aurora. Keil was 
devoid of it; and most of his people 
thought it enough to be able to read, 
,nite a nd cipher. The young people 
were nco·uraged to lea rn as long as it 
\\"Ould be of material advantage to the 
colony; but to send somebody to 
college to tudy t he la nguages had no 
bearing on the general welfare of the 
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eommunily. There \\'Cr few hook;; ·Li 
.\urora b .· idc:-; the Biblr. 

Amu,·cmcnl:-; loo, \\'Crr ral h r lim­
it cc..1 . Jn th winter the Aur ra pcopl, 
vi ·ii d one a n th r a nd in th e .·ummcr 
there \\'NC pi ·nic- · l a nd cone rl;; and 
c·omm unit y ·inging. The adult Aur­
orun · heard a ;;erm on ev ry other 
, 'u n lay, LI a wa;; usua lly deliver cl by 
Keil. Thc -e ·erv ic · would oft n b 
two and n -half h un; in lengt·h and 
:tmounLe<l to ora tory wiLhout imb­
.-tan · . Th youno- folk of Aurora 
;; p •nt m any an hou r eatcl in o· 'alm on 
and t rou L in the Pu I Ling H iv r ne1;1,rby. 
There were crawfish partie ·, t o, and 
the gi rls were in vited. Berry picking 
was quite popular, fo r t here w re a 
dozen varietie of wild b rri . Hunt­
ino- wa another favo ri te por t that 
particula rly in t re te I t he young men. 

The German colonists at Aurora 
had the fir t coal oil la mps in that 
part of t he state. They al ·o had the 
fi rst cookstoves or range as well as 
the first sewing machine·. All t hese 
were curiosit ies fo r th Oregon people 
living nearby to ·ee. 

The colony church wa · one of the 
outstanding ed ifices of Oregon during 
that day. It was similar to the church 
at Bethel. The steeple wa one hun­
dred-fourteen feet from t he ground. 
Musical chime , made in Germany, 
were installed. The church " ·as adorn­
ed wit h Rose windo \\"s which fur ther 
enhanced its beauty. Two balconies 
1rnre built around the steeple fo r ob­
servation and to accommodate two 
bands. 

After Profes or F inck had organized 
and perfected t 1rn bands and an or­
che tra or t 11·0, he saw the need for a 
place to accommodate t he people, so 
that they might enjoy the music and 
par t icipate in t he community ·inging. 
Through his influence a twelve acre 
tract of land was purchased for a 
park, " ·hich 11·as located we t of the 
church. An amphitheater and a grand 
stand wer buil t . Also, a commodious 
kitchen and a large bakery were buil t 
for the preparation of m eal · on public 
occasions. In this spacious park, 
celebrations such as that of the Fourt h 
of July were held as well a many 
state-wide meetings, a ll during the 
1860's and J 870's. 

In the l 70 ' a reaction set in at 
A.urora. T he colonists were becom ing 
di ·illusioned in many things. The 
religious fe1 vor was wearing off, and 
the people 11 011· saw K eil as ju. t an­
other human being. Then , too, t he 
younge r generat ion ll"as a li enated from 
K eil becau e of his tyrannical sup­
pression of marr iage. The young J eo-
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pl of th c I n,v began lo long for 
incli v i lua lism u;; a rc:u lt of the ex­
pansion of fron Lier ickul. · in lo llw 
Oregon Counlr,v, and h C'ame con­
v in e cl thu. t it wu. · Lh . id al mode of 
lif . Wit h 1-:c il · un xp c-t •d clcaLh 
l cc mbcr 30 I 77, ·a.me lhc lriumph 
of inclivi lualism. 

Jl ow vcr, di ·.·olu lion did not tak 
plac- at once but p lan. · for l h cl i­
v i: ion of the prop rty were b ino· 
a rranged at th v ry I ime of hi :, deal h. 
This wa · not the first time he had been 
oppo ed. In 1 Go, an agr emenL had 
been io·ned l y K eil "·hich tran .·f 1-r d 
to ·even t rustee· "hi r -al and p r ·onal 
e tates. ' This agreement did noL loos-

n the bonds of t he individual member, 
for K eil wa ·Lill ab olu te rul r. 

Du ring t he year 1 72 or per hap a 
li ttle later, Keil began to divide a 
portion of the property. To some 
m mbers he gave deeds to their home 
or to certain property ; to others he 
gave a ca h um of $1,000; and to the 
young men tw nty-one years of age 
a nd the young women eighteen, two 
hundred dollars. .Mter the deat h of 
Kei l, the dissolu tion and final division 
of proper ty was ·ure and certain. The 
task of dividing was a difficult one. 
"The fa.ct t hat $5,000 was spent by 
t he Oregon t rustees for paying a law­
yer to help t hem keep back t he 'be t 
of the property' does not show great 
cha ri ty." Harknes cites several in­
stances which indicate that the treat­
ment of some members was li ttle hort 
of robbery. 

This was the ending of t he Aurora 
colony a , rnll as t he Bethel and 
N ineveh colonies founded by Wilhelm 
Keil ,vho ,Yas a natura l born lead r 
and t he possessor of a magnetic 
personality . 
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eeLOST ALUM I" 

Li,-; eel I clow arc' a numl>('I' of alumni 
of the Tc,1.C'hcr: Coll µ; , ll"ho han· 
hc'comc " lo:-;t" :-;o far a:-; (lw .\l umni 
Officr i:-; cone rnc<l . ::\ !ai l acldrt•ssed lo 
th ·e I ct· ·ons al their In:! known ad­
clr : · ha · been r •Lu med markC'(l ' u11-
d livcrab le .' 

If . 0 11 have inform~t! ion c-onc·c'rning 
any of the;; alumni will you plc•asl' 
eommuni ·aL with I h Alumni Offic· •. 
Kum ral · in lic·ale y ur graclua(ccl. 

- EDJTOH. 

I• ma Dai l, 1925 
a rri Damron ( 1rs. Berl "I I a rry ), 
190-1-

Adala Ann ] aniels, 1 !)2:3 
Laura Olive David ·on, J 92 l 
Anna Davis, 192-
Fanny Davis (Mrs. Alice), 1910 
India Davis, l 916 
Laura Olive Davis·on, 1921 
Carmelita Barnes Dcnnclcr, I ()22 
Christine Denny, 1922 
John A. DeTienne, 1902 
Foster A. Dill, 1925 
G race Margaret Dillard , 19-1--1-

amuel Rodgers Dillman, 1895 
Will C li fton D d , 192-! 
J eanie Docl ·on (Mrs. Foster), l !JO 
Lillian I abcl Doll, 1912 
Joseph C. Doughtery, 1900 
Alva E. Dowell , 1895 
Mildred Murrell Dowell (Mr:. ), 

1925 
Alice E lzi ra Downing, l 9-1-
Miley E. Downs, 1921 
Enoch Marvin Drinkard , 1805 
Berenice Dry, 1 9-1: 7 
Catharine 0 . Dry, J92i5 
Elizabeth Dunlap, 1936 
Grace J . Dunlap, 1927 
Odetta Rea Dunn, 192-1: 
Mattie Dutton, 1913 
Jean Eame::;, 1899 
Anna Margaret Earhart, 1 90 I 
Elizabeth Geraldine Edwanli::i, l\)2.j 
Samuel Bigger ·taff Ed 1rnrds, J \) I 7 
Hallie Eisiminger (Mrs. George P. 

Linden) , 190-1: 
Hazel E lsea (Mr ·.), 19-1: 
Sadie M. E lwood, 1902 
Leota Eubanks, 19H 
Aida Evans (Mrs. Buckmaster), 

1897 
E lla Evan:, 1900 
Ethel Harriett Evans, 19-~3 
Earl LeRoy F a rmer, 192ch 
Matthias Call way Fcrgu;;on, J H07 
.Jennie Fie! Is, I ~) I (i 
"'.\[ary Marguerite Fisher, l 9 ~ 
.Julia :.\1. Fogh t (:\Irs. Charle:; T . 

Osborne), 1912 




