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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Among the fac ullies of our Leaebcn-; 

col leges there i. a 11·idn;pread aLtempL 
to pin dO\\·n and define lhat elusive 
quality which makes a great Lcacher. 
, ome of these efforts have eoneen­
tralcd upon methods, course outlines, 
text ' , and syllab i; some on manner­
isms, both effective and annoying. 
Some have soughL to mea urc the 
effecLi\'cness of various teaching prac­
tice. but all have finally reached a 
common goal; the long-term cffccL of 
the teacher upon the individual stu­
dent. It is agreed in the final analysis 
that a great teacher is one whose stu­
dents have, over a long period of 
time, come to value him as a teacher 
and as a person and have, furthermore, 
found the effects of his teaching to 
be lasting and wortlrn-hi le. This has 
been demon ·trated mo ·t vividly in our 
Divi ion of Fine Arts during the past 
two years. During that t ime, this 
division has publi ·heel a ne11·slctter, 
The Music Ne,Ys, whi ch it sends to a ll 
it graduates. In response Lo this 
newsletter have come many letter, 
from people ,Yho have been li ttle more 
than a name in the card file to some 
of the pre ·ent mu ic fac ul ty. Almost 
" ·ithout exception, however, I am 
told, each writer asked to be remem­
bered to Mr. John L. Biggerstaff. It 
soon became a pparent from the tone 
of the letters, that here is a teacher 
wi thin ou r midst ,\·ho1:;e influence on 
many students has reached far beyond 
t he cla ·sroom and has lasted long 
after graduation. 

As the newsletters began reaching a 
,\·ider aud ience with each quarterly 
edition, a pontaneous movement be­
gan to grow in several quarters to pre-
ent Mr. Biggerstaff with some token 

of the ir esteem . A committee \\"aS 

appointed and many plans were pro­
posed and discussed. 

It \\·as decided by Lhe committee 
that the idea which l\Ir. Biggerstaff 
would him.-elf prefer would be that of a 
loan fund subscribed to by hi s former 
·tudents and friends and set up for 
the pmpose· of helping \1·orthy music 
students through college. Accordingly, 
The Music N"e1Ys cal'l'ied the announce­
ment, as requested by the committee, 
of the John L. Biggerstaff Memorial 
Loan Fund in the spring i ue this 
year along 11·ith the picture and ·hort 
biography of ::.VCr. Bigger. taff, which 
you wi ll al ·o find in thi · issue of 
);°EMOS OPI;;. 

T hus, through the day by day 
efTectivcness of one teacher's work and 
through the impact of hi · per.-onali ty 
up n the lives of hi .· st·udcnts, a long 
and far-reaching chain ha · been forged. 
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His pupil · have carried some of his 
enthusiasm for music with them 11·her­
ever they have gone. A memory of 
his unfai li ng high standards has helped 
many a young teacher to do better 
work and not the least of Mr. Bigger-
1:;taff' qualitie ·, a ready and pene­
trating sense of humor has enriched 
the memories of many a KSTC alumni. 

If a ll oLher means of measuring the 
teaching effectiveness prove of lit tle 
help, we st ill have the one tried and 
true standard, the esteem and recogn i-

tion of the teacher' own students. 
By this, or by any other mea uring 
device, John L. Bio·gerstaff rank high 
in hi , profe sion. 

COVER PICTURE 
M r. J. L. Bigo-erstaff directing a 

piano duet practi ce session. E lsewhere 
in th is i.- ·uc of NEMOSCOPE, a lumni a nd 
former student.- 1\·ill find a n in te resting 
a rtielc regarding M r. Biggerstaff. 

·-·- ··- ·-··- ··-··-·-·-·-··----· 
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THE GREEN CITY COLLEGE 
A THOR'S N"o-r1,;: ·Grateful al'knowl dg­

mcnt i extended to Mr. D. . Myers, pro_m­
in nt and retired bw;ine. sman of Green ,ty 
und former student of the Green 1t_y oil g , 
and Dr. Warner Herington, widely known 
and re: perted phy ·ician of Green 'ity and 
the only four year gntduat of the Clree_n 
City College. Without the help from their 
fund of per. ona l 111format!on a nd _Dr . H;er­
ington's 61 of publi cnt1ons, th1. ar~1cle 
would have b en difficult if not impo:s11Jle. 

nreen ity, !orated in , ullivan 
County (once called Highland Coun­
ty), \\"a surveyed Apr!l.~_0, I 80, a nd 
laid out by H enry Pie1ff e r. At that 
time no one \\'a livinrr on \\'hat i. now 
the town plat. Green City i: located 
in the center of a fine fa rming com­
munity. The birth of the to\\'n came 
with the building of the Quincy, Oma­
ha and Kansa.- ity Raihrny. 

Writing during the 1880' · dcscribccl 
the town as a to\\'n of 300 to ,500 
people, with fine re. idence., nice busi­
ness buildings, and busmess men who 
were hustlers and progressive. At the 
time a now the city had a very ni ce 
park' which o~cupied the public- . quare . 
In 1895 there \\'ere three churrhe with 

• sizeable member, hips, namely the 
Methodi t, t he Pre: byterian, and the 
Christian. While these took care of 
the piri tual needs of the community. 
,t,he Green City ollege helped to fill 
the intellectual interest: and welfare 
of the city and it. locale. 

The Green City ollege \\"aS cstab-
1 ished in the spring of 1885, by means 
of a rt icles of agreement , s igned May 
25, by and bet\\·een A. L. Pierce on 
the one hand, and C. B. Com 'tock, 
J. C. Custer, Pfeiffer Bros., and others 
to the number of sixty, on t he other 
band . By the terms of these article. of 
agreement, eighty scholarships \\'ere 
issued sixty of them at $50 each to 
the . i;ty ubscribers to the a rt icles of 
agreement mentioned a bove. The 
money thu.· raised was u ed to erect a 
suitable ·ollege building. Mr. A . L. 
Pierce, t he projector of the institu t ion 
and its business ma nager , ecured the 
. ervice of his brother, Professor B. vV. 
Pierce, B.S., a gradu ate of the ::--Jational 
-ormal University, Leba non, Ohio, 

and a teacher for t hirteen years, to 
preside over the college. 

There \\' re two regula r coUJ· e. of 
study-the preparatory, comprising 
one year of four terms, and Lhe col­
legiate depa rtment, compri. ing four 
years of four terms each. In the col­
legiate department a thorough educa­
tion could be obta ined in Lhe higher 
Engli ·h branches, higher mathematics 

:\la thcmatics Teacher 

G reen City High choo l 

(inclucling diff rential calculus and 
astronomy), t,hc natural sci nc- s, the 
Latin language, mental and moral 
philosophy, and political c ·onomy. 
Tuition in the preparatory dcpa rL­
rnenL \\'a $5 per term, and in Lhe col­
legiate department $G.25 per Lerm, or 
les. , a ·cording to th number of term 
paid in adva nce. 

The college opened, after a month 's 
unscheduled delay, October 13, 1885, 
in a t hree story bri ck :tructure 32x5G 
feet, rontaining fi ve la rge room:. The 
year opened with B. W . Pierce, pre­
siding, and in charge of Language a nd 
Sc ien ce.- . .J. II . E llison, a graduate of 
the Ornamental Course in Pierce's 
Businc s College, of K eokuk, Iowa, 
\\"aS Principa l of the Penmanship 
Depa rtmen t. E. E. Pierce was Prin­
cipal of the PreparaLory D epa rtment, 
assisted by S. F. Wade, an ex- ·tudent 
of the Kirksville Kormal and a :tuden t 
in t he Green City Coll ege. Mr. Wade 
" ·a in cha rge of mathematics \\·it hin 
the Preparatory D epar tment. Mi., 
~ellie Godfrey was to teach Instru­
mental Music. 

The Fir:t Annual Catalogue of the 
Green Ci Ly College tated , "Now, 
young ladies a nd gentlemen, we have 
a proposition to ma ke to you. We 
agree to advan ·e t he average studen t 
of fourteen year · who attends the 
Green City College and follows our 
instrn ctions, farther in Arithmetic, 
Grammar and P enmanship, than he 
h as gone in the pa t fi vc years; and if 
,,_.e fail we will refund your t uit ion ." 

"Our graduate will possess the 
a bility to get a cer t ificate in a ny 
county in the, 'tate, a nd merit without 
a ·ertificate is fa r I etter than a di­
ploma without merit ." 

, t udcn ts we re advised to bring with 
them a "teachable spirit, a determina­
tion to . ucceed, a love for good order, 
a curiosity Lo ·know, good health, 
cheerful dispositiori , good character, 
a n un tiring per.-everance, and a love 
for good literature." In a ll of th is, no 
one can deny that t he . Lu den ts would 
have not only a college education but 
a preparation for life iL elf . The motto 
of t he Preparatory D epartment wa., 

" \Veil begun i.- ha lf done'." Pupils 
were mgccl to "build on th<' HoC'k and 
not, on the , 'and ." 

The op('ning C' . crc·ise · of the C'OIIC'g;<' 
·ha pel c·onsistecl of t \\"O apprnpriat c 

. ongs, reading a c· ha pt cr from the­
Bi bk, a prayer, a nd then anot her .-horl 
song. Th a im of the coll 'gc was lo 
teach morality a nd to leave religion to 
pa rent: a nd minister,". 

The college made' th is . ·talem nt in 
re rard Lo it · purpo. : 'IL is our pur­
pose to keep abreast of t lw limes. W c 
believe Lhat the abi lity to grasp, to 
compr hen<l and rPproclure ideas i.­
education. The abili t,y to pres nl 
idea: in a plain a nd ystematic man­
ner is the t rne le:t of thoroughness. 
Thi object we expect our pupils lo 
attain and we will noL accept anything 
horL of it a:, proof of :cholar ·hip." 

The second year (1887-1 8), C. II . 
Wise, B . ., a graduate of Oak La\vn 
College, Novelty, Missouri , and a 
teacher for s ix years, was added to the 
faculty. Prof. Wi ·e was teacher of 

atural Science., English Authors, 
Highe r Mathematic.-. H e was al. o Lo 
serve as Assistant in the Preparatory 
D epa rtment . In addition to these 
duLie. he offered a "Complete Course 
in German. ' 

In the Preparatory Department the 
following schedule was offered for the 
year 1 87-188 : First Term: Read­
ing-Fifth Reader ; Spelling-Hemler­
son 's Test; Penmanship; Arithmetic­
R ay's Intellectual; Geography-Ko. 3, 
Eclectic; E lementary Grammar-Hol­
brook's Composition. The second 
term was to be the same as the fi rst 
in subj ect: studied. The third term 
included Arithmetic-:.\1eLric , 'y, tern; 
Advanced Grammar-Parsing; Ge­
ography, Map-drawing-Eastern con­
t inent; Spelling; R eading ; Penman­
ship. The fourth term wa. a bit more 
advanced. It included Arithmetic­
Test Problem ·; Geography-Review; 
Advanced Grammar-Analysis; Spell­
ing ; Reading; Penmanship. 

The Collegiate D epartment offered 
the fo ll owing .- ubj ects : 

Firs t Year 

First Term : LO\\·ell', Po ms; Arith­
metic-Test Prol lem:; Grammar and 
Essays; Physical Geography; Drawing; 
Final ·. 

Second T erm: 'vvl1ittier';,; Poems; 
E lementary Algebra ; . 8. History; 
Physical Geography; Map-drawing; 
Final. . 



PAGE-± 

Third Term: Longfell ow's Poems; 
E lementary Algehra; l . , . History ; 
l\Iap-dra"·ing; Finals. 

Fourth Term: American Li te rature; 
Dra"·ing; Botany; Civ il Government; 
R evie\\"S; Finals. 

Second Year 

F irst Term: Engli . ·h Authors; Eng­
lish Hi tory; Higher Algebra; Botany ; 
Latin ; Final. . 

, econd Term : E nglish Auth ors; 
Higher Algehra; Latin ; English Hi s­
tory; Phy. iology; Fina l. ·. 

Third Term: English Author ·; Ge­
ometry; Physiology; Rhetori c: Phy -
ics; Finals. 

Th ird Year 

Fir ·t Term: Latin ; Chemi t ry; Trig­
onometry; French History; Final. ·. 

Second Term: Latin; Chemi ·t ry; 
Trigonomet ry ; French History; Fina ls . 

Third Term: Latin; Astronomy; 
Geology; Analytic. ; General History; 
Final . 

Fourth T erm: Lat in ; A ·tronomy; 
Geology; Analytic. ; General History; 
Finals. 

Fou rth Yea r 

The Fom th Year Course in cluded: 
Latin , Mental and M ora l Phi losophy, 
P oli tical Econom y, Logic, Cal ·ulus, 
llathematical Astronomy, R eview . 

Provi sion \\·a a lso made for teacher · 
to tudy Higher Arith~etic, Ele­
mentary Algebra, ivil Government, 

. , . Hi.·tory, and Penmanship, at any 
time. 

The fac ul ty for l 9-90 remained 
much the sa~e 1Yith H . P. Bruce a· 
Prin ·ipal of the Preparatory D epart­
men and E. 0. L mly a. Principal of 
the Penmanship D epa rtmen t. I vah 
Hill wa.· in charge of In t rumen tal 
:\Iusic. The facu lty fo r 1 90-91 re-

'.\fHs. CERT 1u · o1.; C. R 81:: D 

Form('l'ly H ac:hcr in the :r n 'ity 
'ollC'gC' 

NEMOSCOPE 

mained mu ch the same with Lura 
Trimble a General Assistan t in the 
T eacher,, D epartment a nd .J. C. 
Custer, Principal of t he Commercia l 
D epa rtment. 

In one of the college cataloo-s the 
foll O\\·ing is found: 

" Behold M an! Endo1Yed 11·ith an 
intellect capable of carrying him bac k 
through t he centu ries, to the pat ri archs 
and prophets; of vie1\·ing the grandeur 
of an cient ·iti es, as, Tyre, Xineveh, 
and Babylon , th ough no11· buried in 
ruins; of trave1-. ing all the gory battle 
field s of t he Past; of witnessing the 
onward march of civilization to t he 
Glorious Pre:en t ! And more important 
t ill! Ile can read in the beautiful 

flowers, and in the adaptations of 
nature to the \\"ant · of man , the vVis­
dom of t he ,reaL Architect. H e can 
perceive behind t he mechanism of the 
heaven ·, the Great Author and D e­
signer who is above a ll , t hrough a ll , and 
in all animate nat ure. But, far more 
important than th i.- ! H e is capable 
of vie1Ying by faith in R evelation, the 
hore of another and better \\"Oriel! 

H ow can such a being lock him ·elf up 
in the narro\1· cell of ignoranc0 ? ! 
Beautiful sceneri e. all about him , yet 
he can not a ppreciate them! Mu.-ic 
upon every breeze, but be hears it not ! 
Fragrance upon every wind,. but he 
heeds it not! Having the capac ity of 
an angel, yet purposing to remain a n 
animal ! Living a quadrnped's li fe 
and dying a quadruped 's death! I s it 
possible t hat the C reator in tended 
man to be a n ignoramus·. Cer tainly 
not. For no arti ·t ever display.- hi 
painting. or mechanisms to dumb 
brutes. H e asks for an appreciative 
eye, a li stening ear and an intelligent 
mind . Why, then, did Goel display hi · 
infinite po" ·er, wisdom and skill in 
creati ng the endle ·s Yariety of ·ren­
erie ·, a , the 1\·ater fall. · ·the snow­
capped mountains and the lili e. of 
the valley·? I an ·wer, to be een , 
studied , and adm ired by in telligent 
men and \\"Omen. Young laclie · an I 
young gentlemen: it is a duty you 
owe to self, to posterity, to your na­
tion, and to your Co !-to obtain a 
good du cation. " 

' Ign orance never made eith .r a 
ha ppy man , a happy fa mi]~,, a ha ppy 
.-oci ty, a ha ppy C" hurch , a happy st::?. tC . 
or a lrnppy nation ." 

", ' he is the common enemy of both 
th Chul'(·h and , 'talc-the fountain 
h ad of id latry, fa!.- religi n, ancl 
up r:-; lition ; the mother of had o-oy­

ernment, anarchy, and barbarism· th 
original r of fal.-t' th ories of cienc· 
intempernnce, a nd sk ptiC"ism." 
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DR. AND i\IR . "\VARNER HERI ' GTO:S 

" Ignoran e is the synonym of a ll 
that oppo.-e.- morali ty, religion and 
good government. Let the P atri ot · of 
our Republi c be11·are. " 

Al ·o, t he college made the e tate­
ments : " Our school i strictly mora l; 
our pupi ls, talented , kind, energetic, 
cheerful , and obedient. Ou r work i 
sy.-temat i , thorough, and practical. " 

The tu ition and fee charged by the 
college seemed reasonable and ·uffi­
cient for operation. Gradual indebt­
edne ·s and financ ia l improvidence on 
t he part of the college head led to the 
necessity of closing t he doors in t he 
Spring of 1890. 

A number of sales and trade were 
made with the college building after 
it came in to t he hands of t he creditor . 
It eventually \\·en to the Green ity 
, chool Di ·trict and wa torn down a nd 
replaced by t he G reen City Grade 
'chool building. The old college had 

stood where the grade school bui lding 
no\\" stands. 

It i the pu rpo.-e of any Ameri can 
.-chool to a id in ·uch per onal develop­
ment a wi ll best fit the individual to 
tak a re pon ib le place in hi. demo­
crat ic com muni ty, .· tate, a nd nat ion. 
One only need to meet a fo rmer stu­
dent of the Green ity College to 
know that thi co llege fully understood 
it · pmpo ·e. The college ha had a 
great dea l of in fluence in t he com­
munity. Xot onlv d id i t influ nee 
fo rme;. stud ents, b ut t h rough the ·e 
. t ud nt.- an! their fam i!i e. it.- influ­
ence ha.- been IYide.- preacl. 

Grandchi ldren of fo rmer Green itv 
'olleg st udent :-; DOI\" po ·.-ess what 

thei r grandparent:-; \\"ere ai,;k d to 
bri ng to college with t hem: A fri endly 
co-opcrati\; att itu le to\\"ard learning 
a curiosity to kn " . rr d health , a 
determination to sue· ed, a nd good 
('harncter. \ ilh a background f 
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respon. ihle fami ly training it ha., 
been po ·ibl to PR.\ TI i-; democracy 
rather than merely to teach abo11t it in 
all pha cs of the present Green 'ity 
Publi · , chool ·. 

a1nc of G raduate 
.JuNE l 4, 1 89 
Third Course 

\Yarner Herington .. . . .... . G reen City, ;\,fo. 

Second Course 
Piu Bw-ns ..... . ... . ..... GreC'n it_y, :-10. 
II. P. Bruce ...... . .... Unionvi lle, :-fo. 
C. B. P feiffe r . . . . . .. Green City, Mo. 
C. X. tockton ....... ... .... Hartford, l\fo 
J. T. tockton .............. H artford , i\Io: -
;\Ia_v Thomas ............. Green City, '.\IJ:o. 

First Course 
E. i\1. \Vil on. . Gree~ City, Mo. 
Clar nee Irwin .... , ... . .. . Green City, Mo. 
Lydia tan forth .. . . . .. Gr en City, Mo. 
J. F. Moore ............ .G reen City, :vro. 

a,ne of Graduates 

.Jmrn 13, 1890 
Fourt h Course 

Warn er Herington .. . . . Green City, i\Io. 

Second Course 
J . F. Moore .. . ...... . .... Green City, :-Io. 

First Course 
E. 0. Lem ley. . . . .. Unionvi ll e, Mo. 
Eugene Lair .... . . . . . Pollock, M o. 
Phar Payne.. . . . ...... Green City, Mo. 

Catalogue of Students for 1890 
Acre, R ebecca...... .Putnam Coun tv 
Archer, Harry ..... . . . . .. .. Sullivan Coun t)' 
Anderson, Almon .. . . . . .... Su.Iii van Coun ty 
Baker, Roy ..... . .. . .... .. Sullivan Coun ty 
Baker, \V. T . ..... . . .. ..... Sullivan Coun fy 
Ba ker, :\1innie . . ........... Sullivan Coun ty 
Behran , Sadie ......... . .. Sullivan County 
Bankus, Daisy . . . . ...... .. Sullivan County 
Beatty, Vinnie . . . . .... .... ulli van Coun ty 
Bumett, Don . . ......... Sullivan County 
Brad ley, Etta . . . ... Su llivan Count.I' 
Bookout, Chas .. ........... Sulli van County 
Cosby, Abby .. . Sulli van County 
Crumpacker, E. S . .. .. . .... Putna m County 
Com tock, R . J . .... . .. . . .. Sullivan County 
Chaplin , Annie ............ Sullivan Coun ty 
Crum, J ennie . ... ...... .... Sullivan County 
Cram, Ethel . ............. Sulli van Coun ty 
Cram, Xorma ....... ... ... Sullivan County 
D avis, Blanche. . Sullivan County 
D avis, B ertie 

(i\Irs. Fred P fe iffer) . .. .. Sulli van County 
D avis, Nelli e .............. ulli van Coun ty 
D a vi , Guy . . . . . . .. Sullivan Coun ty 
D avis, Con . . . . . . . . . .. Sullivan Coun ty 
D avis, J ennie ........... .. Sullivan Coun ty 
Davis, D eleware .... ....... Sullivan Coun ty 
Dodson , J. B. . . .. . . .. Sulli van Coun ty 
D al.v, J . P .. ............ ... St. J oseph , Ylo. 
Drake, Lura .. . ........... Sullivan oun ty 
D ever, Lillie ............. . Sullivan Coun ty 
Damrell, Ida.. ... . ... Sulliva1J Coun ty 
Elder, Laura ....... . . . .... Sullivan Coun t.v 
Eubanks, Frank ..... . . .... Sullivan Coun ty 
F ear, Ed . . . . . . . . ullivan Coun ty 
Gammon, Be lle. . . . ....... Sulli van Coun ty 
Gammon, Florence ......... Sullivan Coun ty 
Gammon, Q. 0. ... .Sullivan oun ty 
H erington , \V. H. .. . .Sullivan Coun ty 
H erbert, F. M. .. . .Sulliva n Coun ty 
Higgin , E lmer . . ... .. .. . Sullivan Coun ty 

H ardinger, Yirgil , 'ulli van Count\· 
H ardinger, Burke . . . . . . • 'ullivan ountv 
Jlill , Ivah ... ....... . ..... 'ulliva 11 'ount ';,· 
Hill , 'ha ................ , ulli van 'ount,, 
H a rri , Xcal . . . . . . . ...... , 'ullivan 'ounl , . 
Irwin , la r nc . . . . , ullivan 'ount }· 
J one , J hn ............... 'ullivan oun tv 
J ohn. on, Chas.. . . . . . . . . . . ullivan Count:y 
J{imberly, l\faggi • ......... , 'ulli van oun ty 
I{ing, J ohn ... .... . ....... , ulli van ounty 
K err, H a rve. ,. _ ......... .. , 'ulliva n oun t:,, 
Lair, Eugene . ............ . ' ulli van ounty 
Lea, , \Yardie . . ............ , ulli van County 
L.vle, \\'. A . ............... , ullivan 'oun ty 
Lemley, E. 0 .. . . . . . . . . . . . Putnam Coun t_,. 
Lehr, J ohn ........ . . . 'ullivan County 
Lehr, Celia ..... . . . , ulli van CounLy 
La nd rec, H arry.. . . . ..... Sullivan Coun ty 
:\linear, Leaffie . ... ........ , 'ullivan Coun ty 
:\1inear, C lara . . ... . ... .. . ullivan ounty 
Yloore, J. F. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ulli van Cow1 \' 

Ioore, George . . . . . . . . . 'ullivan Count}' 
M ore, Carlie ..... . .. ulli van County 
l\1cLaughlin , M y rt l ....... Sullivan Cow1 ty 
Ylc- Laughlin , Vinnie ........ Sulli van Coun ty 
J\1cLaughlin , Burti.· ..... . . . Sul Ii van Cow1 ty 
M cLa ughlin , Bertha .. . . . . . Sulli van Coun Ly 
1''1c ullum, Lu ther ......... , ulli van County 
:-1cCull_,·, .J. \\' .. ... . .... Sullivan County 
:-kCull y, :-Iar.v ..... . ...... Sulli van County 
P a rsons, Bettie .... _ ...... Su lli van County 
P a_vne, Samuel ............ , ullivan County 
P ayne, Phares. . ... Sull ivan County 
P a.vne, Grancli.·on ... . .Sulli van County 
Pierce, F. E. . . . . . . . .. , ulli van Coun ty 
Pie rce, C. S. . . . . . . . . . . Sulli van County 
Ril e_v, C larence ............ Sulli van Coun ty 
Ri ce, Don .......... . . . . ... Putna m Coun ty 
Ri ce, Ki ttie. . Putnam Coun ty 
R oberts, Samuel. ..... Pu tnam County 
Shannon, Lizzie.... . . Putna m Coun ty 
Shannon, Carl ............. Putnam Coun ty 

THE OLD GREEX CITY 

P.\ ,~, .'3 

Htronp;, Lois Putnam Cou11t1 
, tro11!!:, ,JosiP Putnam ('ounty 
.'tanforth , L_vdia Putnam 'ount'v 
,·coll, Edward . Putnam 'ount v 
, cott, .JamP ... Putnam C'ount,· 
HPoll, l)plla Putnam Count,· 
'c·ol I, 'ha.<,. . . . Put 11am ( 'ou II t )' 

Thomas, [Jattic . . . . . Pu tnam 'ou11tv 
ThomaH, Park . . . . . . . . . . Put 11am Count v 
Thomas, Thornton ........ Putnam C'ount,• 
T P1-r_v, C'ora ... . Putnam 'ount,· 
Tha rp, .J . P . . Pu tnam 'ount,· 
Tallman , J ohn . . . Putnam 'ount:,• 
Tallman, \\'ilbur .. Putnam Count v 
Wood, Pearl. . . . . Putnam Count,• 
\\'oocl, Fannie . . . . Putnam C<JUnl\' 

AL .\1 I NOTE 
D av id n. Finley, 19--13 , formerly of 

Vienna, Missouri, i.- pa:,;lor of the 
Metho li.-t Church al 'abool, :'1is­
ouri. 

Olive R. Ea. on, J 929, formerly of 
Kirksvill e, Missouri, i teaching , 'ocia l 

tudie.- in the high school aL l\IexiC'o, 
::VI is. ouri . 

Bill Eddings, 19--13 , an 
arts major from :\1oberly, 
i. employed in the high 
Fairfield. His addre. 1 · : 

land, Fairfield, Io\\'a. 

industrial 
l\Iis. omi, 

school at, 
30.5 High-

V\ illiam .J . Eagle, 1937, is serving 
as a Field R epre. entative for the World 
Supply Corporation of .J olieL, Illinoi . 
His adclres. is : P. 0. Box 55, Verona, 
Illinoi . 

OLLEGE B urLDI ra 
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AMERICAN LITERATURE: A Mid-Century Inventory 
The year 1950 recalls that it was in 

the Mid-Nineteenth Century that nine 
of America's outstanding writers reach­
ed their peak performance. Although 
he died ju t before the mid-century 
point, Poe had already publishe his 
complete poems and tales as recently 
as 1845. Lowell 's Bi gelow Papers ap­
peared in 1848, Parkman 's Oregon 
Trai l in 1849, and Hawthorne's Scarlet 
Letter in 1850. These were followed in 
qui ck succession by imch American 
classics as Melville' ,· JV! oby-Dick in 
1851, Stowe's Uncle Tom' s Cabin in 
1852, Thoreau's Walden in l 854, 
Longfellow's Song of H i awatha in 
1855, and Whitman's Leaves of Grass 
in th e same year. So much literary 
accomplishment within the space of 
ten years might suggest that America 
has been a prolific spawning ground for 
Great Book . As a matter of fact, 
the literary output of America, rela­
tive to the growth of American civili­
zation for three and a half centuries, 
is quite meager, and we find that t hree 
quarters of that production has been 
during the pa -t one hundred years. 
A study made under the auspices of 
the Grolier Club of New York* re­
veals that of t he one hundred most 
influential writings publi,·hed in this 
country during the first 260 years of 
its li terary hi, tory (1640-1899), ex­
actly one-half were written with li t­
erary preten. ions; and a careful ap­
prai. al of these fifty discloses only 
thirty-seven with real li terary di -
t inction (of which thirty-four were 
written in the 19th Century alone). 
On further consideration of t hese 
writings, one could safely conclude 
that only , ix could truly be called 
literary ma terpieces. In the collective 
judgment of , everal dozen writers and 
critic,, both American and foreign, 
and in the judgment of the great mas· 
of inarticulate but di. criminating read­
ers ·who buy and borrow books, the 
real mast rpieces of American Litera­
tur prior to 1900 were Bcnjamjn 
Franklin'. Autobiography, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne'.· The Scarlet Lett r, H er­
man Ielvi lle's Moby-Dick, H enry 
Thoreau's Wnlden, Walt Whitman'. 
L eaves of Gras.·, and :Mark T,vain 's 
H uckleberry Finn. The term "mastcr­
piccp" would ha\·e to be defined as 
any piece of lit raturp whi h is read­
able and Pnjoyablc, which i. written 
,vith arti try, and which carri0s emo­
tional pow r , rcYcah; insight in to 
human nature, and concern. it.-elf 
with some und rlying problem of life. 

•New York Tims Book Rericu·, April 21 , 1946. 

~ 

Head, Division of Language and 
Literature 

Northeast Missouri S tate T eachers 
College 

Perhaps it is more than a coincidence 
t hat the six works specified above, 
focus on the basic moral problem of 
man; and that that moral problem, 
and everything pertaining to it, i. · 
presented . and treated with .-triking 
.-implicity. Furthermore, in each of 
these masterpi eces the reader discov­
ers in the writer a strong humanity 
which becomes at time · a deep com­
passion for the inadeq uacies of man 
in hi struggle with the greater moral 
problem. of life (Ben Franklin, t he 
Reverend D imme ·dale, Ahab, Thor­
eau, Whitman, and Huck F inn all 
have at least that much in common). 
Other American wri ter and their 
works have been nominated for t his 
category of "Masterpieces": Thomas 
Paine's Common Sen e, Alexander 
H amilton 's Federalist papers, J ames 
Fenimore Cooper 's The Last of the 
M ohicans, Ralph W aldo Emerson's 
Essays, Edgar Allan Poe'.- T ales and 
Poems, Francis Parkman's The Cal­
ifornia and Oregon T rail , H enry 
James's The Portrai t of A Lady, and 
Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of 
Courage. ·whether or not t hese writ­
ings should be added to a list of mas­
terpieces depen ds upon how closely 
,ve insist t hat they meet the qualifica­
tions mentioned above. Wh atever the 
set of criteria we apply, if the cri teria 
are di .-eriminating and exacting enough 
it is hard to fo1d more than a dozen 
literary mast rpieces in this country 
prior to 1900-which probably con­
firm · what we already know : t hat 
American culture has been a long time 
coming of age; or that · masterpieces, 
relative to t he total arti.-tic output of 
any people, are very rare thing, 
indeed. 

But what of the state of Ameri,.an 
li terature since 1900? Ha · t h~s coun­
try in t b past fifty years produced 
mu ch writing which is well written, 
which is both readable and en joyable, 
which comp 1. u.- to a better under­
, tanding of man and hi. relation .- hip 
to his fellow man and to the world 
around him, which set. forth t he 

moral problem so clearly and force­
fully t hat we come away from our 
reading \vi th a " lift"-a feeling of 
awe or humility or exultation, or a . 
differen t set of values, or a new point of ! 

view? Perhaps we cannot expect 
a ny of t he, e latter.:day writers to 
m easure up to H omer or Shakespeare 
or Tol toy. If it be unfair to look for 
any great American genius among 
them, could we reasonably expect to 
find any 20th Century Ameri can writ-
er who might rank with Franklin, 
Hawthorne, M elville, Thoreau, Whit­
man , and Twain, or even with P aine, 
E merson , P oe, Parkman, or James? 
Probably none of those 18th and 19th 
Century Am ericans was a t ruly great 
genius as measured by our modern 
intelligence quotient ·; but t he fact 
rem ains that all of them produced 
acknowledged masterpieces of their 
kind (and we mu ·t remind ourselve 
t hat aspiring writers are not confined 
within any parti cu1ar subj ect or lit­
erary types or forms). 

Perhaps t he Grolier Club was wise 
not to try to extend its appraisal of 
Ameri can writing into the 20th Cen­
tury, for who can truly judge his own 
contemporaries? W e need di tance 
and perspective to judge heights. But 
in t he meantime half a century has ' 
elapsed since that point in a develop­
ing American literature where many 
recent cri tic· and li terary hi torians 
have been in the habit of terminating 
their judgment. . And the question 
persist·: What has been most worthy, 
and what might eventually b e called 
a m,asterpiece, in American literature 
of the past fifty years? Since most 
cri tics will not predict the fate of 
modern writer , readers must judge 
for themselves, a difficult problem for 
general readers at any time but made 
even more difficult by the tremendous 
literary output of a country whose 
pre ses have poured out half again 
as many .-ignificant books in the first 
half of this century as they did in t he 
previou two and a half centuries. ' 
For t he general reader who i · inter­
ested in th solution of the problem, 
a first step toward appraisal is offered 
in the following list. Over 85% of 
many outstanding books have already 
b en eliminated, so that the li t is a 
kind of mid-century inventory of our 
be t li terary ·tock-writing of indis­
putably high liter_ary merit. At the 
end of the list, a li terary judgment is 
ri, keel which nobody but the present 
writer need to take seriously. 
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0UTS'l'ANDIN G AME RI CAN WRITINGS: 

1900-1950 

1906 H enry Adams, The Education of 
H enry A dams 

1911 Edith Wharton , Ethan Fr·ome 
1915 Edgar Lee M asters, Spoon River 

Anthology 
1916 Ca rl Sandburg, selected poems 
1917 H a mlin Garland , A Son of the 

M iddle B order 
1918 Willa Cather , M y Antonia 
1919 Sherwood Ander, on , W ineburg, 

Ohio 
1922 Sinclair Lewis, B abbitt 
1922 T . S . E liot, The W aste L and 
1923 Vachel Linc!. ay, selected poems 
1925 Theodore Drei er, An American 

T ragedy 
1926-1939 Carl Sandburg, A braham 

L incoln 
1927 E dwin Arlington R obinson, se­

lect ed poems 
1928 E ugene O'Neill , elected plays 
1928 Stephen Vin cent Benet , J ohn 

B rown's B ody 
1929 Thoma W olfe, L ook H omeward, 

Angel 
1929 E rnest H emjngway, A Farewell 

to Arni · 
1930 R obert Frost, ,·elected poems 
1931 Lincoln Steffens, Autobiography 
1937 J ohn D os P assos, U.S.A. 
1939 J ohn Steinbeck , T he Grapes of 

Wrath 
1941 Edna St. Vincent M illay, se­

lected poems 
1947 Gerald Warner Brace, The Gar­

retson Chronicle 
I predict t hat in t he year 2150 the 

cri t ics ,vill nominate the following as 
masterpieces of early 20th 'ent ury 
American literature: Carl Sandburg's 
Abraham Lincoln, Edwin Arlington 
R obin on',· B en J onson Entertains A 
Man from 8tratf orcl, and Eugene 
O'N eill 's 111 ourning B ecomes Electra. 

ALU M r1 OTES 
Thoma 0. Hi ckman, 1929, fo rmer­

ly of Princeton, Missouri, has the 
po. it ion as a Ha il way P osLal '!erk. 
H e has held this position since 1930. 
Mr. Hickman ': pre. en t add res: is : 
8G3 Euclid Street, SL. P a ul G, Minne­
sota. 

M rs. Alma , 'taats Kotez , 1935, of 
Marceline, Missouri , is employed as 
·ommercial tea ·her at the Moline 
I nstitute of Commerce. M rs. Kotez's 
address i.-: 13.51 l.5th St reet-A, Mo­
lin e, Ill inois. 

C ha rl ine M ill er, 19-:1-1, whose home 
town is G reentop, Missouri, ii-; English 
and speech in. trnctor a t Lhe Belmond 
High, 'chool, Belmond , Iowa. 
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FIFTEEN YEARS OF GENERAL EDUCATION 
At Northeast Missouri State T eachers CQllege 

4 
1(/'UUI ?It. 'ie~ 

H ead o f Divis ion of Sc ience and :Ma the m a tics 

N orth eas t 1: issouri S tate T each ers College 

General education is well a long in 
it fif teen t h year at the Northeast 
M issouri State T eachers College at 
K irksville. In l 93-1: t he co llege em­
barked upon a program of general 
edu cation by e tablishing compre­
hen ive courses in fo ur areas of learn­
ing; E nglish Com posit ion , Literature, 
Science, and Social Science. Since 
that time the institution has sub­
. cri bed to a two-year program of 
general education as pre-professiona l 
training for t he teaching profession. 
P ri or to l 934 survey com se had been 
experimented with in several fields 
bu t they had proved inadequate to 
develop " ·ithin prospective teachers 
the abi li ty to organize knowledge in 
its proper relationships. 

T he core of the general education 
program is found in the four compre­
hensive cow· ·es " ·hi ch are each one 
year in length. The materi al selected 
for t he courses has been determined 
largely on the ba. i of what is needed 
by modern youth to appreciate, under­
::;tand , enjoy, and become a part of our 
democrati c society. Space does not 
permi t the outlining of each of these 
courses but the purpose and func­
tioning of one of the courses wi ll serve 
to ill ustrate the treatment of the 
group. 

"Man a nd the , cientifi c W orld " is 
one of the rompr hen: ive courses 
which has been provided by t his teach­
ers col lege in one of the important 
fie lds of h uman though t. Tt is t he 
purpo e of this rour e to give to the 
st ud en t a broad baekgroun l of the 
e, ·sentia ls that are nere, s,ctrv fo r t he 
understanding of the part th.at .-c ience 
plays in the wor ld in \\'hi ch he i. to 
li ve. The ma lcri a l selected fo r th is 
C'ourse is determined in. ofar ai,; possible 
by lhe pr sent clay needs of soc iety. 
Tt is in tenckd that the course will 
He rve to sat isfy the s t uden L's intel­
lectual cmiosit y and help to prepare 
him Lo be n, mor(' valua ble person• in 
hi8 8ocial a.nc.l p rivate relationships. 

Th is comse C'U Ls ac ross a ll I ines of 
the phys ica l and bi olog iC'nl :eienees. 
It i · a pproaC' hed from the point of 

v iew of man 's relation ·hips with hi ' 
physical and biological env ironment 
from the mo t remote to t hat of un­
seeable closeness. The unit tit les 
sho"· the development of the comse 
with the relationship of man to his 
universe, the sola r ystem, the planet,· 
and man on the planet. Man's ·truggle 
for existence is developed in his de­
velopment of food, agriculture, preser­
vation of food, composition of food, 
digestion, clothing, and his o,rn pres­
ervation. Finally, the enrichment of 
man's existence through the develop­
ment of communication, perception, 
, anitation, recreation, and the scien­
tific age are . tudied. There is no part 
of t he course whi ch can be labeled 
Botany, Phy ic., or Chemi t ry, but 
each is treated and woven in to the 
11·hole. 

Several members of the science staff 
have taught t he cour e. At present it 
is being taugh t by one instructor 11·ho 
is part icularly able in t he sciences. 
It i required of a ll , as all of the com­
prehensive courses are, with t he ex­
ception of those 11·ho major in one of 
the sciences, and it is recommended 
even in t hose cases. tudents trans­
ferring from other institutions with 
courses in science are not required to 
take t he cou rse, but may substitu te 
·cience credit for the requirement for 
graduation. The eour:,e is of collerre 
caliber and it i' in no way a brief 
smattering of many subjects . 

The reception on the part of stu­
dents ha. been most gratifying and 
the objective, of the courne throughout 
t he year::; Heems to have been largely 
met. Our · t udents seem to unde1-
stand more clearly t he implieation::; of 
mem bership iu a democ-ratic society 
a nd to h ave a r ielier baekgrouncl upon 
which to build their future live· and 
their professional training. 

Lester Hobbie, 19..t-O, formerly of 
Kirksville, Missouri , is now a member 
of the regular Army. ITi::, acldres i.-: 
Constabul a ry F light Det., A.P.O. -!G, 
l. S. Army, e/ o Postmaster, Xew 
York, Kew York. 
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COLLEGE FEATURED IN BROOKFIELD PAPERS 
Howard Green 's Edito1·ial Lauds Growth and Broade nin g Progrnm of Ins titution 

Rcc0nt 0dit ions of the Brookfield 
Argus and the L inn County Farmer 
ha, ·e carried ·ect ions featur ing the 
~ orthea t ::\1issouri State Teachers 
College. Consi. ting of . everal pages of 
picture. and articles about the College, 
these ne,,·. paper point "·ith pride to 
the growth and accompli hments of the 
College. 

:\Ir. Ho\\·ard Green, editor of the 
Argus and the Farmer had this to say 
in a front page editorial : 

Tribute to a Country Editor 

The special sections of thi paper 
\Yhich help to picture the great inst i­
tution ,,·hich the X ortheast l\Iis. ouri 
, tate Teachers College has become, 
also is a tribute to a Brookfield man, 
,Yho played a part in it· development. 

The founder and editor of the 
Brookfield Argus was a member of the 
Board of Regents of the college for 
approximately a quarter of a century. 
During that t ime, he . ·e rved as secre­
tary, vice-president and then presi­
dent, almost to the t ime of hi death 
in-August of 1937. 

During hi tenure on the Board of 
R egents, ::\'1:r . Green was associated 
,Yith two pre idents of the college, 
J ohn R . Kirk and Eugene Fair. 

Walter H. Ryle, no,,· the presiden t 
of the college, ucceeded Mr. Fair in 
1937. 

For :Vlr. Green '.· se rvi ce to the Col­
lege, it wa · "ahrnys a labor of love" 
a. he often phrased it. 

Hi · devotion to the college is best 
given appraisal in a letter of condo­
lence \\Titten to the members of t he 
fami ly following Mr. Green 's death 
in ] 937. 

From the pen and heart of Dr. Kirk, 
President Emeritus, came : · 

"As a member of the Teacher. 
Collf'ge Board f Regent , he mu t 
ha-v attended almost a hundred 
meet ing . o far as memory reaches 
hack he ,,·a: t he one member invar­
iably pre ·ent. :\1any t ime. we met 
him at the anta Fe ·tation in La 
P lata. Ra in or shine he mad the 
16 mile t rip to Kirl· vil le. Open Ford 
car,-,, dirt roads, gutters axle deep, 
bl inding rain storm ; once a drenching 
to the sk" n. It wa.· hazardous. It 
\\·a· the way in titution were bui lt 
and civi lization wa.- coming on a few 
year· ago." 

Ye . . t he X orthea. t ::\Ii ouri , tate 
T acher ollege at Kirk ·vi ll e has 

come a long 1rny from those days and 
is conti nuing to expand it · faci li ties, 
\\·hich have long been devoted to the 
ideal of preparing those teachers and 
leader to fio-ht for the great cau. e of 
educat ion , under Dr. Ry le. 

From a single bu ild ing with ix 
in tructors and an enrollment of one 
hundred fo rty, the oll ege ha grown 
to a modern ed ucationa l plant con-
isting of bui ldings and equipment 

valued at more than five and one-half 
million dolla rs and a facu lty of eighty­
five and an enrollment exceeding a 
t housand. The College \\·a · originally 
opened in , eptem ber, l 867, by Pro­
f es or .Joseph Baldwin as a private 
X ormal School. After operating three 
and one-half years, the institut ion 

AL .\IXI OTES 
\Vin ·ton Everett Morlan, 1936, a 

chemi ·t ry major, is , uperintendent of 
School.- at Vandalia, Mis ouri . 

Mr:;. Alpha Branter, 1932, whose 
home to\\·n is Lemons, Missouri , i: 
employed as commerce teacher at the 
Bro,rning, Missouri, High chool. 

_·_ Alice Bragg, 1936, formerly of 
La Plata, M issouri , i. teachi ng in the 
Publi c Schools of Ottum,rn, Iowa. 
She wa an English major while in 
school here. 

::\fr . .Jessie Xichols Alley, 19-1-9, an 
elementary education major, is teach­
ing t he fifth grade at Central School 
in Chilli cothe, Mis. ouri. H er home 
address is : Princeton, Missouri. 

Howard E. Boen, 19-!9, formerly of 
X ovinger, Mi ·souri , i employed as 
sc ience teacher at the Brun wick, 
::\Iissouri , High chool. 

H enry S. McClintock, 1947, of 
Hunt ington, Missouri , is social science 
and physical educat ion in tructor in 
the high school at Wentzvi lle, Mi -
souri . 

Emi ly Lucille Moore, 1935, an Eng­
lish major, i. employed in the Moberly 
Publi c chools. 'he lives at 326 S. 
Morley , treet, Moberly, Mis ouri. 

Katha rine Linebel'l'y, 19-!5, has •he 
position a· Foods and Xutrition In­
structor at I 01rn tate Teachers Col­
lege. h res ides at: 2118½ Clay 
'heet, eda r Fall::;, Io\\·a. 

Charl e.- X eubau r, 19-!4, form rly 
of, weet, prings, Missouri , i teaching 
in the Guthrie Center Public chools, 
Guthrie Center, Iowa. 

became the First Dist rict X ormal 
, 'chool of :Missouri, thereby becoming 
the first .-tate teacher · college in 
::\1issou ri. 

Recent legislation permi tting the 
state teachers college· to change their 
names resulted in the college at 
M a ryv ille, Warre ·burg, Springfield 
and Cape Gira rdeau becoming ·tate 
college , leaving the school at Kiri· -
vill e as Mis. ouri 's only, tate Teacher. 
College. 

From its very beginning unti l the 
present time the central theme of thi.­
College has been the preparation of 
teachers for the . chools of the state 
and nation. By clo. e ad herence to the 
single purpose the institution has been 
able to produce some of the fine t 
teacher. in the .-tate and has gained 
nationa l recognition and prominence 
for it ingu larity of purpose. 

The College has had . even presi­
dents, including J o ·eph Baldwin, the 
founder. Dr. Walter H. Ryle, the 
seventh president, was elected to t hat 
po.-ition in August of 1937. Under hi 
direction and guidance the College 
has more than doubled its physical 
plant and expanded it faculty and it 
curriculum. 

So far a · is known t here is no senti­
ment in N orthea t Missouri or a mong 
the alumni and fri ends of the College 
favoring a change in the name of the 
in ·titution. In fact the general opinion 
is to the contrary. It ·eems to be the 
feeling throughout t his area that the 
people of Missouri a re en tit led to at 
least one profe ional school ,Yhich 
maintains that its primary purpo ·e is 
the prepa ration of t eacher for the 
public schools of the state. 

Wi thout jeopardizing it. profe sional 
program the college at Kirk ville i 
able to offer pre-profe. sional training 
for a great number of ·tudents " ·ho 
plan to enter schools of medicine, 
journa lism, denti ·try, osteopathy, ag­
ri culture, la w, engineering, theology, 
nursing and imilar fie ld . College 
officials report that a number of stu­
dents take advantage of the oppor­
tuni ty to attend the Teachers College 
for thi. purpose, beca u e the co. t are 
somewhat lower than in many places 
a nd b cause t hey are a ured of high 
quality in ·truction. Pre:ident Ryle 
recently commented that, "we feel 
an obligation to accommodate a 
many students of • orthea t Mi oun 
a · we po. ibly can. " 
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THE JOE BURDMAN RELIGIOUS FOUNDATION 
The admini. tration of the X orthea. ·t 

:.\Ii ~ouri , 'tate T each r: Coll ge i. 
plea:ecl to announce to the publi c and 
to the a lumni of the College that :.\Ir. 
.Joe Burdman, a successful Kirk. Yille 
husine . man, ha: pro,·ided for finan­
cial grant. to the College "·hieh are to 
be u ed to bring out. tanding leader. in 
religion and human relations to the 
campu · each academi c year. The 
fund . " ·ill be admin istered I y the 
College under the name of the " Joe 
Burdman R eligiou · Foundation. " 

i.\Ir. Burdman ha. tipulated the 
follo\\'ing principle and pl!rposes as 
the core of the Foundation: 

"The J oe Burdman R eligiou. Foun­
dation i. e tabli. bed by the Founder 
on the proposition t hat the happine. 
and "·ell-being of free men in a free 
world are cont ingent upon developing 
in trument of religious and spiritual 
control ; and upon the further proposi­
tion that the promotion of such re­
ligiou and spiritual ·ontrol can be t 
be enhanced through selected educa­
tional channels. To promote the e 
propositions the J oe Burdman Re­
ligiou Foundation provide: for an 
annual grant to the X ortheast Mi -
. ouri tate Teachers College to be 
administered by the College in . elect­
ing out tand ing leader in the fie ld of 
religion and human relations to hold 
lect ure , forum s, and study groups on 
the College campus for a period of one 
"·eek each academic year." 

This Foundation becomes much 
more meaningful \\'hen Yiewed in the 
light of the life of its donor ... 

In the year 1 92, Joe Burdman ,rn 
born in the "Ckraine of , outhern 
Russia, in the rural sect ion contiguou. 
to Odes. a, of peasant parents. 

Age thirteen found him doing a 
man's \\·ork as clerk in a grocery store 
in hi. natiYe community. Age t\\'enly­
one confronted him 1Yith the problem 
of four long year: of compul.-ory mil­
itary service in the armies of th Czar, 
at the rate of pay of one doll ar per 
month. 

T\\'O factors tu rn ed hi . eyes toll'ard 
the "promi. ed Janel" of America-one, 
the prospect. of these loner year.~ of 
enforced military :ervitude; and two, 
the fact that he had had a youthful 
s"·eethea rt 11·hosC' parents had emi­
grated lo America ... 

Her frequent lette r,; fan ned the 
flame: of hi. yout hful imagination and 
ambitions-,\.merica became the focus 
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of hi. dreams; the challenge of military 
·ervitude ,rn.- simply the precipitate 
that tran muted his dreams into 
constructive action ... 

Age t11·enty-one find him, be-
longings on hi.- back, a fugiti,·e from 
tryanny, slipping "'ithout pa:. port 
into Poland ; and from t hence, by 
bribery, into Au tria-Hungary. 

He arrived in Galveston, Texa., in 
1913. Salt water, from hi: steerage 
pa. sage ae ro.,; the . .\tlant ic, had rotted 
hi . shoes from his feet. In his lone 
pair of pants 1rn: fiye dollars-his 
total posse:",;ions. Fortified 11·ith tll'O 
can. of sardine. and a loaf of bread he 
began the long trek to Burlington, 
Io,va. the home of his "Gkraine s\\·eet ­
heart. 

Hi. fir ·t job in the land of hi.­
choice ,Yas in a Burlington basket 
factory, " ·here he ll'Orked sixty hours a 
week at the rate of $9.00 per 1Yeek. 
From this income he sayed 33--1.00 
during hi first yea r-which se tTed as 

:.\IR . .Joi:: B cRD:..r.1:--

the " nest-ccrg" for his marriage' to th 
olcl-11·orld s11·cet heart. 

\Ye next find .Jop and his wife ' on 
their Oll'n.' They have their 011'11 homp 
-a one room affair minu.- the C'On­

venience,; d m cl so .-;sential toclay. 
Tb y ar also in lrnsin ss for them­
. Ive:. " ~Irs . .Joe·• buy. and sells, 
u:ing the on -room horn a. th h:isi" 
of operations. .Joe is out coll ec-ting 
serap-scrap iron, scrap rag;:, scrap 
paper! 

In 1919 a son, Bernard , ll'as born. 
In 1921 J oe and his family moved to 
Kirk. ville, where he set up busine, ,; 
again buying and :elling sc-rap. 

It 1rns in his coming to Kirksville' 
that the saga " from rags to riches," 
made famou.- by Alger, and inherent 
in the promise of America, began to 
unfold. l 921: An unkno1Yn immigrant 
man, speaking a " broken" tongue, 
his ole instrument.- of bu.-ine,;. a 
hor~e dra 11n 11·agon · combing the 
countryside for things people no longer 
" ·anted. 1926: The opening of hi.­
first place of busines,;, in hi · own 
building, selling automotive pa rts. 
Later: A ne\\' bui lding in Kirksville-
13,000 sq. ft. of floor space; a plate 
glas. · front of 100 ft. Sti ll Later: Eight 
branch . tores scattered over the citie · 
of X ortheast :.\fr·souri. , 'uch a 
hi . tory tel18 a viv id tory both con­
cerning the nature of .Joe Burdman 
and the Land of hi. choice! 

Succe s ha · sat "·ell on Burdman ' 
shoulders. H e i: COD!mon, in a gentle­
manly ,my, and humble. The writer 
learned from other sources that he 
contribute: to .\LL of the churches of 
I(irk. ville. He i: president of the 
Boa rd of Governors of t he local , a l­
vation . .\rmy. H e i. a member of the 
T emple Israel , 'yn agogue of, 't. Louis. 
He i.- an active :upporter of the J e11·i h 
Chautauqua . \ ssociation, an orga niza­
t ion dedicated to better religiou and 
racial understanding~. 

This i. a brief hi. tory of the man 
" ·ho ha. a rranoed for annual gran ts 
to the College .-o that it may :ecure 
outstanding religious and ,;ocial leaders 
in building and ext nding the rational 
and . piritual area: of a\\·areness of it,;; 
continuing .-tudent body. 

)-fr. Burdman, " ·e of the College 
and alumni congratulate and thank 
you. \Ye congratulate you on 11·hat 
you have cl one ll'ith vour 011·11 life; and 
~,·e thank you for -sharing ll'ith us 
through the purpo:-;e: of the .Joe Burd­
man R eligiou: Foundation. 
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COMMENCEMEN1\ SPRING SECTION, 1950 
One hundred and fifty-three de­

gree. ·, nine being the :\faster of Arts, 
" ·ere conferred on the pring ection 
of the class of 19,50 at the X ortheast 
:;\1issouri State Teachers College on 
i\Iay 25. Dr. Kurt von , chu chnigg, 
former Chancell or of Au. -tri a, de] iv­
ered the commencement addres for 
t he graduates. 

Dr. , chu. chnigg. who ,rn. forced 
by Hitler to re ign a Ch ancellor of 
Austria on :\Iarch 11, 193 , . pent t he 
next seven year. in . oli tary confine­
ment in , ·ariou. · prison. and concen­
tration camp until liberated by the 
American Fifth Army. At t he present 
time, Dr. , 'chusehnigg, who " ·as at 
one ti me :\Iini. ter of Education of 
Austria, i · a member of the t. Louis 
"Cniversity faculty. He used a his 
topic, " The. ctual Problem in Central 
Europe," for his address befor the 
graduating class at the college. 

Gordon Collett, graduating ·enior, 
ga\'e the tenor .- lo, "Tha nk. Be To 
Thee," by Ha ndel, during the morning 

xer i e. . The a n noun ·emen t of hon­
ors and a wa rd. \\·as made by Dean 
Robert C. Aukerman, and the con-

ferring of degree was made by Pre i­
den t Walter H. Ryle. 

The Commencement program cli­
maxed a series of enior activities at 
the Colleo·e thi . pring. The R ev. 
R a lph :\I. G . , mith , pa tor of the Fir..;t 
Bapti t C hurch at Kirksville, d liv­
ered the Baccalaureate Addre s on 
the evening of May 2l. 

The College Choir, directed by 
Mis Phradie ·wells, gave two selec­
tion. , Gloria from "T\rnlfth :;vra .-," 
by :\Iozart; and "Open Our Eye:," by 
:VIacfarlane. 

The enior Banquet, at the Masonic 
T emple, and the , 'enior Dance, in the 
Ophelia Parrish Gymnasium, took 
pl ace on the eYening of May 19. 

Pre iclen t and :\1r .. Ryl entertained 
the graduating ·enior " ·ith a reception 
at the R y le re iclence on the afternoon 
of :\Iay 1 . 

The gradua ting . enior presented 
one of th best rec ived a semblie of 
the year on Ylay 17, wit h .Jame. took­
ey a. program ehairman and master of 
ceremonie · for the 'enior A. embly. 
The program opened with a o-roup of 

R eri pi nts of the :\Ia. ter of s\rt. D grep at the spring commencement c re­
m ni s. pos for pidur .-. L ft t right , front row. 'hest r .J. K ' Sier, sch ol 
admini:tration; Dr. \Yray Rig r, mur:;hall; Pres. \\ a lter II . Hy!r; Dr. Kurt v n 
, 'dw. C"hnigg, commen<·emrnt :pruker· .\rmon .\.dam:, :\Iu::;ic· bduc-ation. 

Bac-k row, :roro-r \Y. Leac-h, .Jr., husine. s due-at ion ; Cordon 'ompton 
Thomas, English ducat ion ; J...dwurd Pershing , 'humal , sch I admini · tralion · 
\\'arr n :. J i ·ke1 on, :rhool admini:tralion ; :\[argur t L e Bullo ·k, musi 
clucati n ; and \\'illiam Th maH ' oop r, mu:i<' du at ion . 

reading by the Yocal Chords, com­
posed of l\Iis e France Parcells, 
Gloria Lanza, Mart ha Bate and :VIary 
J ane :\1abee and Gordon Grober, 
Rollie H ouchins, J ohn Goeke and 
Paul K aye. 

Al o on the program were vocal 
olos by .Jack Acuff a nd Robert "Gm­

barger, a . mall band combo under the 
leader ·hip of Ri chard J ohn ·on and a 
number of song by the popular " :\1en 
of. ong," compo ed of R obert Sloan, 
R aymond Goeke, tephen Melvin and 
J ack ruff. 

Cla s officer for the pring section 
of the outgoing cla · \\'ere: President, 
• tephen :;\1elvin ; Vice-pre iden t, Ri ch­
ard B. Locher ; a nd ecretary-
trea urer, Mis zalea Ann Belt. 

OTES 

:;\1rs. E lizabeth Carter Schnegel­
berger, 19cl:6, i employed a music and 
commerce inst rnctor in the Hum­
phrey.- Con oliclated 'chool,. Hum­
phreys, Mis ouri. 

B irney Collin , 1939, a native of 
Kirksvi lle, :vro. , is vocational agri­
culture in truct,or in the Winter et 
10\rn, High , chool. 

Ermine Capp , 1941, is teaching the 
third grade at Hugoton Grade chool, 
Hugoton, Kan a . 

Lawrence Chatten, 1939, i \\. rlcing 
for the , eteran Admini trat ion at, 

ameron. Hi addre · i : 101 her­
man \.pt .. , Cameron, Yli. ouri. 

Leo E. Barnes, 1931, form rl y of 
Kirk. vi lle, Mi ·ouri, is uperin tend­
ent of chool , Grand :vreadO\\. on­
. olidated chool, vVa h ta, lo\\·a . 

C leo Casady, 1935, of Livonia 
Mi . o 1ri , i attending the niver ity 
of Iowa where he i · " ·orking on hi 
Ph.D. d gree. Hi adclre is: 207 
Riverside P a rk, Iowa City, Iowa. 

R ober L. onner, 19cl: i nO\\. em­
ployed by the Cont inenta l Air Line. 
E l Pao, T xa. 

Orvi lle C. tanholtzer 1930 for-
merl y of Bray mer, :\1i ouri , iH 
empl oy d in th Work · Divi ion of 
th (:pneral Aniline and Film orp-

ralion at R enn · lae r, X ew York. 
It i · on of merica's t p ·hemical 
c- mpanie a nd a leading ma nufac­
tu rer of dye.' tuff ·, film and cam raH, 
and textile aux ilia ri e ·. 

Xellie ~1arie , t wart, 1949, a n 
el m n tary duc·at_ion maj r from 
\Ya hington, Iowa, ii-; t aching the 
f urth rracle at .Jeffe r:on . 'chool in 
Keokuk. , he li v al 726 Ylorgan, 
K eokuk lo\\'a. 
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"LOST ALUM I" 

Li ·ted below are a number of a lumni 
of the T eachers College, " ·ho have be­
come " I st ' so far as th Alumni Offi ce 
is concerned. M a il add ressed to these 
persons at t heir last kno\\"n addre s 
has been ret urned marked " undeliver­
able." 

If you have info rmation concerning 
any of these a lumni \\·ill you please 
·om municate ll"ith the Alumni Office. 
Xumeral ind icate year grad uated. 

-EDITOR. 

F loyd E. Acree, 1941 
On ·ye Guy Adam (Mr . J ame. 

Smith), 1925 
Beulah , h ipley Aitken, l 9-1-! 
J . T. Aldridge, 1 90 
Fred Wi lliam Al xander, l 90 

ylvia -;\farie Apo to! , 1944 
George \Vashington Atterbeny,1 9-1: 
, u. an A. Baird (D ella), 1 93 
Edna Baker ( \ Ir . A. P. Dralle), 

1901 
Florence Baker , 1900 
H arriet H. Bartlett, 1905 
George Franci B nnett, 1910 
Ruth Hall Billington (\1r ·.), mi.­
Ella Edith Black, 1923 
Vera Bla ke, 190-:1-
Genevieve Bovard , 19 0 
Cha rle· Edwin B o\\"IH, H)25 
R aym ond Boll"ls, 1925 

'ha rlc. Pri · Bover 192.5 
;ratia \I. B ramn1t"r , l93 

\ ' irginia Breckenridge, 1\J33 
Amy Br 1m, 1 9 
'ora \Iae Brun r, 19 1 

I• rank Fitzhugh BucknN, l \.Hi 
Piw; Elm r Burn :-;, I 97 
; or re Finley B urton, l 9 I 

.\my Eloi . Bus:-;c, I 930 
, ' idncv E. Calvert , 190-:1-
.J. .\ . ·carma1·k , I 900 
.\ddic Carth rac, 1920 
Ruth Borron Chaffee, l!JI -J 
.\nna Byrd ' hapman, IUJ.5 
X ont CIPmin:on, 19cl I 
\\ '. LemuC'I 'o('hJ"UllC', I noo 
:\Iarv EtlH'l 'oc·krum (\Irs. L<•. Ii<' ), 

l!f07 
,'. ,\ . o/Tman, 19(H 
.Jc,nni E. 'olP, I 02 
Alma 'olC'm an, I !H 

'ora B. 'oil ier, l!JO l 
Luna Corbin FarmC'r (\frs.), 1!) 13 
Lida 'o rl«•n , I !)!) 
.\111 m Don na Cou lson, 1!)2.::i 
.\ imc'<' .\li e·<' 'oll"hC'nl , ID25 
\ fary 'riµ; IN, IHIG 
f·:J lc•n .J . C'rcwkc•t t , I !)!) 

.). FrPd(•ri<·k L:t\\"Hon , 1!) 12, or Os-
1,orn, \lis:omi , i: pastor of t l1 <' ::\TPth­
odi:t 'hun·li at , 'tanbc•1-ry, \[issouri. 
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• • • ALUMNI NOTES • • • 
Mrs. K ate Bragg Stiles, 1939, whose 

home town is I( irksville, M issouri, i · 
now in Civil Service " ·ork erving a a 
draftsman " ·it h the watenrnys. Her 
address i. : 3121 Ead, St. Loui , 
Mi ouri . 

Leota Harri 19-!8, of Bo11"iing 
Green, M i ·souri, 1. teaching health 
and phy ical education in the Horace 
Mann J unior High in Burlington. 
H er add ress i : 1300 Perkins, Bur­
lington, loll"a. 

J ohn Guthrie, 19-!0, formerly of 
Kirk ·ville, Mi . ouri , is , uperintend­
ent of chool and mu ic in tructor at 
the P erry Public , ·hool , P erry, :\Ii -
·ouri. 

J ame. C. Heaberlin , 19-!9, an indu -
trial art · major , is noll" ngaged 
in the machine shop bu in -. in 
Kirk ·yille. IIi addre: i. : .+10 ~­
Baltimore , tr et, Kirksvi lle, :\Iissouri . 

John R. Hi! pert , 19-!2, ha the po. i­
t ion a: E ducational and Athl tic 
Dir ctor at the loll"a , late P eniten­
tiary. Hi · a<lcl rc.- · i.·: Donnell on, 
I \\"a. 

H enry live Freeland , 1933, of 
ora, '.\1i :omi i. teacl ing h i:tory and 

govcrnm C'nt in the Linn County Pub­
lic , 'chool: . Jlis address is Bro1rning, 
:\Iissou ri . 

Virginia Elli .·, 19-l-G, whose h me 
town i: \lolino '.\Ii;.:souri , i · t ac-hing 
ar t in th fourth , fifth , and :-;ixth 
grades at , 'utton , 'chool, '.\Iaple\l"OOcl, 
'.\fo,:ouri. :\Ii:: Elli. live:-; at Apt. 20G, 
,307~) Waterman, , 't. Loui., '.\1i:souri. 

Doris \ r_ Byers , 19..J.3, formerly of 
Xewark , \Ii:-;sou ri , ha;· a private scc-re­
tarial posit ion in l(an:a:-; City. I IN acl­
drC'H: i:: 414 \Vest 33 rd , 'tree!, Ka nsas 

'ity 2, '.\Iissouri . 
.:\Ir:. '.\IabPI Trotter IIowPII, l!J--1.J , 

an cluc-ation major, i: teaching thC' 
fifth graclC' at P ro:1 C'l If ill :-ic·hool in 
B urlington, Iowa. IIcr horn address 
is: 1223 ,\ W'l1ll<' TT. , Ft. :\fnclison, 
Iowa. 

Le c E. BakN, 19::3 , is no"· a mC'ml)('r 
of thC' regu lar ,tir forc-e. I fi:-; adclrf'ss i:-;: 
'.\Tajor LcC' K BakN ( Pilot, t ·, '. \ F ), 
.'raip; .\i r Forc-P BnsC', :-;C' lma, .\l almmn. 

ThC'oclorC' '.\Iullirwkrodt , I !l 1:3 , his­
tory major from El. ·l>Nry, \fissouri, is 
now pa:!o r of t lw La rµ;c•r Parish of 
Pl atte' 'ounly in Pl at (p ('it .v, \lis­
so1 11·1. 

l~1111ic·c• l\ fa_y, IDII , i:-; :-ital<' Youn µ; 
PPoplp':-; NPc·rc'!Hr.v :i nd .\1·! inµ; 11:'i:<'<'ll­
t i V<' , '<'<"l'C't a ry for t hP \ \ 'oman ':-; \Ii:­
siona rv l ·11ic;11 or Arizona. :-ilw li\'<'S 
al 12.:;·1 "2 K Portla nd , J>lwPni,·, .\rizona. 

Mrs. Mi ldred Thiele Han ·on, 19-1:G, 
an elemen tary education m ajor from 
Bucklin, Ylissouri , has been employed 
by the W. A. Sheaffer P en Company 
for the pa:t two year·. Mrs. Hanson 
lives at 905-19th , treet, F t. :Madison, 
I0\1·a . 

William .J. Egan, 1937, is employed 
as a chemi t for the So ·ony Vacuum 
Oil Company in Ea ·t , t. Loui . His 
add re. s i.': 2547 :01. --!2nd, East , 't. 
Louis, IlJinoi . 

P eter H . H ein ze, 1935, IYhose home 
town i Kahoka, Mis ·ouri, i · doing 
re earch \\·ork for the "Gnitecl States 
Department of Agriculture. Dr. 
H ei nze's addre is: Route 1, Berwyn, 
~1ary land. 

.Anna Heaberlin, 19..J:0, mu ic maj or 
from Kirk ville, :\Ii ouri, i · teaching 
music in the elementary chool at 
Fer u on. Her address is: 22 , . 
Clark, Fergu on 21, :\Ii. souri. 

Fern Harrington, 1937, is a mission­
ary to China "·here he i. ll"Orkino­
" ·ith the hine ·e in the Philippine:. 
Her addr ss is: ..J: Carino , treet , 
Baguio, P. I. 

\Iartha Felker, 19..J:..J:, of Le1Yist01rn, 
:\fo,souri , i. fifth grade teacher al 
Bonne Terre Public , chools. Iler a<l­
dre 's is: 33 Benham, Bonne Terre, 
\Iis:o 1ri . 

Euniee Hays, 19..J:l i: "·orking with 
the \, oman's \Ii:--sionary l;nion of 
;1 Iarylancl, doing work with young 
p ople in the churche ', plannin" 
c-amp:, and di rec-ting other a ·ti\'itie:-; 
su(' h as t achincr elm,. es amon · young 
people in mission activitie:-- and Bible 
studv. H er address i. : 307 Profe."ion­
a l J3uilcling, Baltimor 1, :\Iarylancl. 

DC'lori: Fairc·hil I, 19-1:7, formerly of 
\Y,trsall", :\[issouri, is teaching thC' 
third grade in thC' Franklin , chool in 
Kansas City. \Iiss Fairc·hild lin's at 
IO I I Rcyn<>ld.-, Kamu:-; Cit)', Kan. as. 

\frs. Ruth \Iilhoan Deskins, 19-1-9, 
formC'rlv of .'.\ell" Boston, :\Iis::;ouri, i · 
scc-rC'ta;·y in the' .. \clmission::; Office al 
tlw l ' i1i\·crsi(y or '.\IiH,'Ouri. IIC'r 
aclclrcs:-; is : :j2. Dairylall"n , Colnmhin, 
\[issouri . 

Hop:<'r L. Farrington, 1n-:1-n , is Coor­
dinator or DivC'l':--ificcl Oe·eupntion:-; nt 
('rntral lligh Sd1ool in Capp (;irnr­
dPau. Tl i:-; addrc'sH i:-;: (iOL Highland 
Drive• , Cap<• (;irardC'au, :\Ii:--:--ouri. 

.John KimlH'rly, l~l Hl, ha:-; lwC'n 
C'111J)IO_y('d :1:-; Claim .\ cljus(('I' ror tlw 
.\ nwricnn l~a rm c' r:-; '.\[utunl fn:-;uran<·C' 
Company or ('hic·aµ;o, llli11ois. \fr . 
Kirnlierlv's addr(':-;:-; is : l' . 0. 13ox 7,>!i, 
Lima. Ohio. 
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JOHN L. BIGGERSTAFF, Exponent of Music 

.John L . B igger. taff was born March 
31 , 1881, in Edina, M issouri . He 
li ved in the home of h is maternal 
grandparents there as a boy and in 
his grandfather' extensive li bra ry 
acquired Lhe foundat ion for a broad 
knowledge of literature. Both of h i 
paren t · were musical and his mother 
1rns an accomplished pianist. His 
early life was fi ll ed 11·i th t he great 
ma. lerpieccs of music and many of 
lh0se he played in four-hand piano 
arrangement· with his mother or 
·ousins. 

At lhe age of ten, he was accepted 
as a pupil of M rs. Anni e Frost Ringer, 
a grad uate of the Chi rago M usical 
College, 11"!10 had organized a school 
of music in Ed in a . She taught him 
theory, his to ry and piano and became 
a li felong fri end and counselor. 

Upon fi nish ing H igh School, the 
young man worked a1d1il e in K an.-as 
City and Ed ina but was soon back in 
musical stud ies at Chicago. He re­
turned later to Ed ina 11·here he assisted 
in the management of the .-chool 
fo unded by hi · fo rmer teacher. H ere 

CCT ALONG T lll S L INE: 

The J ohn L. B igger. taff M emoria l Loa n Fund 
K a rl E. Web! , Co mmi ttee Chairma n 
Kirksv ille, :do. 

D ear Sir: 

he met Dr. H . .J. Jurgen ·, a former 
profess ional flu te player and n ow a 
su rgeon. A cha m ber music group wa · 
formed and the lack of radi o a nd re­
cord ings wa · more than offset by the 
a ·tual perfo rmance of music in this 
field. 

In 1906, M r. Biggerstaff married 
Anna Mary H ax and t he growth of 
his family made a \\·icier field of oper­
ations fi na ncially desira ble. F or a 
te rm of several years, he taught pi ano 
cla ·ses at Clarence and P almyra and 
was band director in Macon. 

In 1910, M r. Biggerstaff became a 
member of the fac ul ty of K. S.T.C. 
Con tinuing his st ud ie in Chicago, he 
was a warded the cl gree Bachelor of 
M usic from the Chi cago Musical 
College in 1919. In 1922, he became 
head of music at K.S.T.C. and in 
1925, head of the Fine Arts Division. 
A leave of absence ga ve him the chance 
to do graduate study in Jew York 
and in 1928 the J ullia rcl School a ward­
ed him t he Cer tifi cate in Composit ion . 
Another leave gave lVIr. and Mrs. 
Biggerstaff the opportuni ty to make a 
11·orld crnise in 1938-39. 

M r. Bigger taff sends the following 
me ·sage to all graduates : 

" I should like to take advantage 
of this opportuni ty to express publi cly 
my appreciation of the unfailing sup­
port and ·ooperation that I have re­
ceived during my many years on the 
facul ty of t he Northeast Missouri 
State T eacher · College from Presi­
dents Kirk, F air, and Ryle. Thi · 
fact, Lhe fri endship of my colleague· 
a nd that of many ·tudents, a number 
of whom I wish to thank for recent 
leLters, will a lways make the recol­
lect ion of my teaching career a happy 
a nd rewa l'(:ling memory." 

(D ate) 

I wi ·h lo pl edge~ --- ____________ _ 
I agree to pay lhis pledge by-

____________ to wa rd establishi ng t,hc J ohn L. Biggerstaff Memoria l Loa n Fund. 

(a) Ca h or Check ___ _ 

(b) In tal lment· of. _ payable ___ _ _____________________ - - - ---------- -
! understand that, the fund id lo help muciic· s tudents th rou ,h sc hool a nd will be administered by t he Business Office of the College. 

(Sign •d) 

--------- -------- -----
(Addrc · ') 


