


PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Pictured on the cover of this issue 

of NEMOSCOPE is a group of young 
men who have made basketball history 
for the ortheast Missouri State 
Teachers College in the tradition of 
the "Bulldog Spirit." 

This team has won undisputed 
championship of the M.I.A.A. for 
their school for the first time in the 
history of conference play-losing 
only one conference game. Their 
season's record stands at 28 wins and 
one loss which is one of the outstand­
ing records of any basketball team in 
the nation. 

The history of basketball on this 
campus is interesting and varied. For 
nearly half a century it was not con­
sidered an intercollegiate sport. It 
was, however, for many years an intra­
mural sport before becoming an inter­
collegiate one. It is not known in what 
year it was first played as an intra­
mural game, but little attention was 
given to it prior to the turn of the 
twentieth century, due, no doubt , to 
the fact that the college had few facili­
ties for playing it. In 1901 a new gym­
nasium was completed, and shortly 
thereafter basketball became a very 
popular intramural sport. Soon every 
school organization, including the 
classes, had its basketball team; the 
rivalry of which surpassed the rivalry 
between intercollegiate teams of today. 
For approximately nineteen years 
these intramural contests were the 
only form of basketball games on our 
campus. It is interesting to note that 
during this period there were a number 
of girls' basketball teams sponsored by 
various student organizations. The 
early bulletins, school catalogs, and 
yearbooks, published by the College 
stressed the growing popularity of 
basketball as a desirable form of 
physical exercise. 

In 1920 the College entered the field 
of intercollegiate basketball, and in 
that year the team won nine of the 
sixteen games played. Each year 
thereafter the college has had an inter­
collegiate basketball team with the 
exception of two war years , 1943 and 
1944, when intercollegiate athletics 
on the campus were adjourned for the 
duration. During the past two decades 
the College has had some outstanding 
basketball teams and has developed 
some great players. The Bulldogs of 
1927 tied, on a percentage basi , for 
first place in the M. I. A. A. conference 
with Maryville. YPt, during that 
eason it defeated the Maryville team 

in three successive games and accord­
ing to many cage fo llowers, proved 
themselves the number one team of the 
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Conference. The Bulldogs won fifteen 
of the nineteen games played that 
season. The following year the Bull­
dogs tied for second place in the 
M. I. A. A. conference and won third 
place in 1910. 

The College is very proud of the 
record of the Bulldogs as a winning 
team and a lso as a clean , hard playing 
group of young men. Throughout the 
season t hey have kept in mind the 
high standards of sportsmanship and 
played with t he spirit that a "quitter 

never wins and a winner never quits." 
and in spite of the fact that the heavy 
schedule has necessitated t he t eam 
being away from the campus on many 
occasions, these young men have a lso 
managed to maintain high scholastic 
st andards. · 

The history of basketball in this 
College is not finished . We a re looki ng 
forward to even greater team<, aud 
players in th e years t hat lie ahead. 
Already basketball has become the 
number one spectator sport in America 



WL·TER, 1947 NE:'.\IOSCOPE PAGE 3 

DAVID A. BLANTON, Sr. , PIONEER 
David A. Blanton, Sr., founder of 

The Blanton Company, St. Louis, and 
Chairman of its Board of Directors, 
was born in Ashley, Pike County, 
where his father, Dr. Joseph P. Blan­
ton, had located shortly after graduat­
ing from Hampton-Sidney College in 
\'irginia. Dr. Blanton was as ociated 
with \Natson Seminary and had mar­
ried Anna C. Bell, daughter of a 
prosperous Pike County stock raiser. 
Dr. Blanton was later President of the 
~ ortheast Missouri State Teachers 

College, Dean of the Department of 
Education of the University of Mis­
souri, and President of the University 
of Idaho. 

David A. Blanton was educated at 
the Model School in the Missouri 
State Teachers College in Kirksville, 
and the University of Missouri at 
Columbia. He was graduated from the 
La"· School of the University of Mis­
souri in the Class of 1898. During the 
several years spent in the university, he 
did newspaper work as the Columbia 
correspondent of several metropolitan 
newspapers, including the Kansas City 
Star, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, New 
York Journal, and Chicago papers . 

The Missouri State Board of Agri­
culture, at that time, was located in 
Columbia and was a substantial source 
of news for young Blanton's papers, 
and , incidentally, offered an oppor­
tunity to give the Board some desirable 
publicity. 

During the reporter' s junior year, 
there was created a _ job by the Board 
that called for &. representative of the 
Board to go to Kansas City in the 
enforcement of the Missouri Oleo­
margarine Law. The position was 
accepted as a vacation job with the 
understanding that the recipient would 
resign and return to Law School for his 
senior year. On his return, the board 
made it a part-time job during the 
holder's senior year. After graduation, 
the young lawyer was retained to 
represent the Board as long as the 
appropriation held out. 

Under the U. S. Internal Revenue 
Law of 1886 all oleomargarine sold was 
colored and taxed at the factory 2c a 
pound. This law provided that oleo­
margarine be packed in wooden butter 
tubs, marked and branded as required 
by the regulations of the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue. These marks and 
brands were stenciled on the tub lid . 
When the lids were removed and the 
oleomargarine was displayed on the 

dealers counter alongside tubs of but­
ter , there was no perceptible difference 
in the appearance of the t\vo products. 
In fact, it had been reported that oleo­
margarine in butter tubs had taken 
quality prizes in dairy hows. In 1902 
the law of 1886 was amended , increas­
ing the tax on colored oleomargarine to 
10c a pound . However, there was no 
change in the regulations and oleo­
margarine continued to be marked and 
branded as under the original law. The 
law required the dealer to sell oleo­
margarine from the tub by preparing a 
retail package such as a wooden tray 
used in the sale of butter. It further 
required the dealer to rubber stamp the 
tray or the paper wrapper with the 
word "oleomargarine," which usually 
appeared on the bottom of the package 
but sometimes illegible. When the 
dealer complied with the markings of 
the package there was no further legal 
liability, as tlie courts held that regard­
less of any conversation as to the iden­
tity of the product the dealer had com­
plied with the law when he delivered a 
marked package. Under these condi­
tions there grew up a substantial 

specialized sale of oleomargarine in the 
larger cities, where the product was 
known as "the poor man's butter". 

Notwithstanding the judicial inter­
pretation of the U.S. law, the Mi. souri 
State Board of Agriculture took a 
different viewpoint, and it was up to it. 
attorney to see that the consumer got 
the product of the Missouri dairy farms 
and butter factories. ·where there was 
actual misrepresentation by tho dealer 
and a complaint on the part of a cus­
tomer, it led to prosecution. In the 
course of time, however, it developed 
that in 99 cases out of a 100 the thrifty 
buyl:lr knew she was not getting butter 
when she bought a pound of 20c 
"creamery" out of a tub alongside a 
tub of butter with a price tag of 50c a 
pound. The thrifty buyer got satis­
faction in putting it over on the family 
with her ability to get a good bread 
spread at a bargain, thereby assuaging 
her conscience for her part in the tran­
saction. · As said above, there was little 
sympathy on the part of the consumer 
for the courts to disturb this situation. 

In time, both the attorney and the 
Board seemed to sense there was better 
uses for its money than trying to defeat 
an economic law with a man-made law 
that was unpopular. About the time 
the Board's appropriation ran out, and 
Blanton had lost his only client, there 
developed an opportunity for the erst-

THE LABORATORY vVHERE BLANTON PRoDucTs ARE MEASURED To AssuRE 
UNIFORM HIGH QUALITY 
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while attorney to get into the mar­
garine industry with the view of trying 
out a theory that a meritorious product 
could and should be sold on its merits. 
There was a dairyman capita list in 
St. Louis " ·ho felt the same way, and 
after a couple of brief associations in 
the margarine manufacturing business 
with others , Blanton started hi own 
plant and incorporated The Blanton 
Company in Xovember , 1904 , wit h a 
capital inYestment of only $10 ,000. 

One of the first steps taken by The 
Blanton Company to insure the fair 
sale of' oleomargarine at retail , called 
for a change in the . S. Internal 
Revenue R egulations promulgated un­
der the law of 1886. These regulations 
prevented the manufacturer from get­
ting his original branded package to t he 
consumer and labelling it at the fac­
tory in a way that there could be no 
question as to the identity of the 
product. Inasmuch as the regulations 
at t hat time compelled the retail dealer 
to prepare his packages from a wooden 
butter tub , there was no opportunity 
for the manufacturer to build any good 
will or get the profit that goes with a 
branded product. 

It so happened that the Commission­
er of Internal R evenue was a past high 
official in the same college fraternity to 
which the St. Louis manufacturer 
belonged. Taking advantage of this 
situation , Blanton requested his frater­
nity brother for a hearing, with the 
view of formulating a regulation that 
would be fair to the consumer and 

EMOSCOPE 

valuable to a manufacturer who desir­
ed to build a atisfactory and profitable 
business. 

In due course the Commissioner set 
a hearing in his office in Washington. 
There was present the Deputy Com­
missioner who exalted the regulation 
based on the law's reference to the sale 
from butter tub . This gentleman con­
tended no change could be made in the 
regulations and maintained the sanc­
tity of law . There were other bureau­
crats present who were also interested 
in the statu quo with the well-known 
bureaucratic attitude "it can't be 
done." 

It ,rns pointed out by Blanton that 
while the law did mention butter tubs, 
there ,vas a further reference to wooden 
packages in which the manufacturer 's 
paper packages could be enclosed. H e 
further contended that the proposed 
changes in the regulations would be for 
the benefit of consumers who might 
nmY be getting something out of a 
butter tub contrary to the intent of 
t he law. 

Faced with strenuous objections by 
his underlings , the Commissioner final­
ly announced that there appeared to 
be merit to Blanton's contention and 
that a new regulation would be prepar­
ed and submitted to the Secretary of 
Treasury for his approval as required 
by law. 

The new regulation came through in 
due course and eventually revolu­
tionized the merchandising of oleo­
margarine. At that time 99% of the 

REFINERY 'IYIIERE ILS ARE PRO ESSED. OORDINATION 'IVITH LABORATORY 
Ass RES ADHERE CE TO RIGID T.\ DARDS. 
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oleomargarine con urned was sold in 
the standard butter package ,,_.hich 
promoted loose merchandi ing. Today 
margarine is marked and branded at 
the factory and reaches the consumer 
in the m anufacturers paraffined paper 
carton according to the regulation that 
was originally put over by Blanton. I n 
passing, it might be ob erved that 
sometime after margarine manufac­
turers adopted the standard paraffined 
carton, the creamery butter industry 
followed along and today both mar­
garine and butter are merchandi ed in 
the manufacturer's identified package 
along lines different than prevailed in 
the early 1900's . 

In the development of The Blanton 
Company there came a time when it 
was desirable to protect the manufac­
turer of the product with a steady sup­
ply of pure milk, ·which led to the com­
pany establshing its own milk supply 
station in the best milk producing 
section of Southern Illinois contigious 
to St. Louis. Later it became desirable 
to insure its supply of vegetable oils, 
which resulted in the purchase of a 
cottonseed oil mill at H elena, Ark., 
owned and operated by The Blanton 
Company of Delaware. A econd mill 
wa. later acquired, also at H elena. 

One of the extra-curricular activities 
of1Blanton was the establishment of a 
X ational Bank in Helena, after all the 
local banks passed out during the bank 
panic in the early 1930' . The com­
munity was left without a bank for 
several weeks, during which time a 
delegation of Helena citizens persuaded 
Blanton that he appeared to be one 
individual who could enlist local capi­
tal in opening a new bank by his 
participation in the undertaking. Blan­
ton took over the job of organizing t he 
bank and became a director and the 
largest stockholder in the Phillips 
X ational Bank which was opened wit h 
an all day celebration with the bras 
band playing " H appy Day Are H ere 
Again ," and full page local paper 
announcements giving credit to Blan­
ton for the ne" · bank. Today t he bank 
has assets of over seven million dollars 
and i looked upon as the leading bank 
of Southeastern Arkansa . T he organi­
zer continues to hold h i original 
inve tment in the bank. 

'IVhen The Blanton Company start­
ed the manufacture of margarine it 
occupied a small t ,Yo tory building 
with a frontage of only 65 feet, located 
at 115 Spruce Street, St. Louis . Plant 
facilitie w~re increased , from t ime to 
time, re ult ing in a 11 story margarine 
factory covering one-half block , with 
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another half block for a vegetable oil 
refinen· erected shortly after World 

ar i. These facilities were later 
increa.-,ed, aero. the treet, to another 
half block housing a alad oil plant. 

When the . . Park Department 
took over 39 block. of river front pro­
perty, there wa. included the two 
blocks that had been improved by The 
Blanton Company. When the e pro­
perti<': were condemned for . S. Park 
purposes in 1939, it neces itated the 
company moving to its present loca­
tion on the Mi i sippi River in :~forth 
St. Louis, where i.t now owns and is 
continuing to improve ten acres of 
riwr front industrial property. 

Part of the recent developments has 
b<'en the erection and operation of a 
. oybean crushing mi.11. This mill was 
established as a war-time facility in 
the Oils and Fats War Program. The 
Blanton Company has occupied its new 
location approximately one year before 
Pearl Harbor. After war had been 
declared, The Blanton Company's 
properties were surveyed by the army 
and were recommended to the War 
Production Board for war work. It was 
sugge. ted by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture that the company should 
expand its seed crushing facilities to 
include soybeans, in view of a crushing 
shortage that had developed after the 
department requested farmers to 
double their production of soybeans for 
war purposes. It was at this stage that 
The Blanton Company of Delaware 
derided to sell its Arkansas mills and 
build a mill at St. Louis under the 
priority of the War Production Board 
on the recommendation of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. This mill 
operated succes::,fully as a war utility , 
with the U. S. Commodity Credit 
Corporation taking its output for allo­
cation in the war effort. Since the war 
this mill has continued to operate and 
plans are now formulated for doubling 
its present capacity. 

Recently , equipment has been pur­
cha. ·ed and installed to double the 
capacity of The Blanton vegetable oil 
refinery, which will increase production 
facilities to 80,000,000 pounds of 
,·egetable oil foods per annum. These 
products consist of salad oils, cooking 
oil , margarine, shortenings, mayon­
nai. e, and alad dressings. They are 
distributed throughout the United 
States, with large shipments of refined 
oils in tank cars going to the fish 
canneries both on the Atlantic and 
Pacific seaboard. 

The romance of the growth of The 
Blanton Company and its founder is no 
Jes intriguing than its advertised 

product, Crc-amo Margarine , "·hich it 
originally manufactured and continues 
to market throughout the nit d 

tates, ea t of the Rocky Mountains. 
Oleomargarine wa tir t used in 

France in 1870. A French chemist­
named Hippolyte Mege-Mouries "in­
vented" oleomargarine at that time in 
response to the demand of X apoleon 
III that someone develop a nutritious 
spread to safeguard the health of 
France's fat-starved soldiers and civi­
lians. 

At first beef fat or oleo oil was churn­
ed in milk. The finished product was 
known and designated as oleomar­
garine. Later, in the development of 
the industry , the product was made 
from vegetable oils instead of oleo oil. 
Then the proper name of the vegetable 
oil product became margarine, as now 
used in Europe. Even though only a 
small amount of margarine made today 
contains oleo oil , the U. S. Internal 
Revenue Law, as enacted in 1902, still 
requires the vegetable oil product to be 
marked oleomargarine. 

Prior to World War II , when Philip­
pine coconut oil was available, this 
imported oil was used extensively. 
During a maritime strike on the Pacific 
Coast there was accumulated for The 
Blanton Company in the harbor at 
San Francisco, 28 tank cars of crude 
coconut oil which was later diverted 
through Vancouver, British Columbia, 
and reached St. Louis in a trainload. 
The larger part of this oil was under 
contract with the baking trade. Since 
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the late war, the X ational As:ociation 
of Margarine Manufacturers, of which 

. The Blanton ompany iH a m mber, 
have e tablished a policy in coop ra­
tion with . agriculture of using 
deom tic oil. exclu. ively in their 
margarine. Today no coconut oil i. 
used by the members of the association 
that advertises 100% domestic oil,. 

The production of first quality mar­
garine calls for highly trained techni­
cians in the art of blending choic 
deodorized vegetable oils with pas­
teurized milk and cream that has been 
acidulated to impart to the neutral oils 
the desired lactic flavor. 

The Blanton Company maintains a 
large laboratory that i staffed by a 
number of trained laboratory techni­
cians who are ever on the lookout to 
improve the quality of its products. 

Blanton also operates a 400 acre 
dairy and stock farm in St. Charles 
County on the Missouri River. This 
farm at one time was a part of the 
Daniel Boone Estate, as shown by the 
abstract which records a transfer of 
land from Daniel Boone, Sr. , to Daniel 
Boone, Jr. 

During the past year David A. 
Blanton, Sr. , has retired as President of 
The Blanton Company and has been 
succeeded by David A. Blanton , Jr., a 
graduate Chemical Engineer of Mas­
sachusetts Institute of Technology 
Class of 1936. With this team and a 
fine organization, it is predicted The 
Blanton Company will continue to go 
forward to great achievements. 

PRoDucrro , C U TTING A ND P .\. CKING Roo M FOR T . .\B L E .\ N D B A K ER'S .'.\L.\RG . .\RI NE 

The U. S. Department of Agricul ture 1\1aintains Inspection H c- re. 
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The Operatic Tradition • 
Ill the Northeast 

College · State Teachers 
~ 

Missouri 

Opera a a regula r feature of the 
activities of the YI usic D epartment 
began in the days of D. R. Gebhart, 
who came to the campu as head of the 
department in 1905. Xot only did 
Prof. Gebhart establish a comprehen­
sive and well-balanced music curri­
culum but he vitalized it by an ambi­
tious program of extra-curricular acti­
vitie in ·which opera held a prominent 
place. 

X ot only were these early perform­
ances popular with students and public 
but educator·, foremost among »·hom 
was .John R . Kirk, were quick to see the 
educational advantages of an acti,·ity 
which not only offered invaluable 
practical experience to both the instru­
mental and vocal forces of the depart­
ment but provided an opportunity for 
creative cooperation with other depart­
ment ·, particularly dramatics, art, and 
industrial arts. 

ince the . uccessful production of 
opera i only possible with well-trained 
and experienced instrumental and vo­
cal forces, Yrr. Gebhart laid the 
foundation for his future succes es bv 
taking advantage of compulsory at­
tendance at daily college assemblies to 
develop assembly singing to a high 
pitch of perfection. During the fifteen 
or twenty minutes allotted for singing, 
students became familiar , during t he ·e 
dai ly chorus rehear ·als , wi th many of 

THE 0 PER.\ " H . .:\I. . P INAFORE" .\. 

The Lake H a inc 

fJ. L ~i99e'tata{I 
P rofessor of ::\lus ic 

the most stirring choruses from the 
standard operas and orato rios. From a 
student body already familiar \Yi th the 
" Am·il Chorus" from Il T rovatore, t he 
"Soldiers Chorus" from Faust , t he 
" Pilgrims Chorus" from Tannhauser 
and t he "Hallelujah Chorus" from 
"The :.\1essiah" it was not difficult to 
form a fine chorus. Excellent solo 
voices were meamYhile being developed 
through private instruction and were 
singing duets, trios, quartets and other 
ensemble numbers from the world's 
great acred and secular d ramatic 
music. 

In 1907 "The Golden Legend" by 
the American composer Dudley Buck 
was performed as the fi rst entire can­
tata in college history. In 1909 a 
chorus of 100 voices sang "The Crea­
tion" by Haydn accompanied by t he 
.:\1inneapolis Symphony Orchestra. 
This marked the beginning of spring 
music festivals of several days dura­
tion, featuring some of t he best 
American musicians and including t he 
performance by the college chorus of 
one of the standard choral works. 

TAGED OX T H E CAMPUS IK 1911. 
Been Filled In. 

Against this background of p repa ra­
t ion Gilbert and Sullivan 's opera 
" H. M. S. Pinafore" was presented 
under Yrr. Gebhart's direction on a 
pecia lly constructed " boat" on the old 

college lake in t he summer of 1911. 
The following summer Flotov., 's "Stra­
della" was given on July 24 and 25 in a 
etting which utilized t he old lake 

again . Among t he students who sang 
in t hese early operatic productions 
were several who aften Yards became 
regular members of t he music faculty : 
Phradie Wells 1917-1918, becoming a 
member of t he faculty again in 1946; 
:.\1ary Shouse 1918-1919 ; John Xeff 
1920-1923; Ermine Thompson 1923-
1926 ; Hugh Miller 1926-1927; R. E. 
Valent ine 1924 to present; Barrett , 
Stou t 1927 to 1943 and Otto Graham 
wh~ ha taugh t during several summer 
sess10ns. 

In t he 1912 performance of "Stra­
della" just men tioned . Barrett Stout 
sang t he leading role, while H. G. 
Swanson, who was also a student then 
and who la ter became D ean of this 
College and of t he Kirksville College of 
Osteopathy and Surgery, was called 
upon to pinch-hit for a principal tenor 
singer and did the role acceptably upon 
only t hree days notice. vVhen "Stra­
della" was presented again in 1930, 
under t he direction of R. E . Valentine, 
Stou t found it necessary to sing the 
lead again when the tenor selected for 
the role was unable to con tinue wit h it. 
Later operas produced here under 
Stout's direction include " The Chimes 
of X ormandy," "Ermine", "Faust" , 
with a profe sional cast and the College 
chorus and orchestra, "The Bartered 
Bride" and " The Elixir of Love." 

Phradie ·w ells sang here for the first 
t ime in opera as a chorus member in the 
1911 production of "Pinafore ." Her 
first cast roles were in "The Beggar 
St udent" and a conden ed v ersion of 
" Martha," to be followed by leading 
roles in "El Capitan ," " Il Trovatore," 
"Tannhauser" and " Carmen ." After 
graduation she taugh t for a hort time 
and t hen wa engaged by the Yietro­
politan Opera Company of Xew York 
City where she sang cast roles for 
t welve year . 

An important contribution to the 
operat ic t radition of the College has 
been mad~ by Prof. R. E. Valentine 
who ang leading roles in "Claude 
Duval ," "El Capitan," "The Pirate of 



ce " "The Bohemian Girl" and 
,, · on.'" Operas produced under hi. 
direction include: "Patience," '':~lari­
tana" "The Doctor of Alcantara," 
"Th~ Sorcerer," "The ~Iikado,'' 
4 'Robin Hood," "The Chocolate Sol­
dier," "Iolanthe," "Rosamunde," 
"Stradella," "The Mascot," and "The 
Fortune Teller." . 

Going back to early production , 
another opera was given in 1912 b~· 
Gebhart, namely, "Chime of X or­
mandv." It played Brookfield and 
Mobe.rly, ru well a Kirks,·ille , then 
acceded to a demand for a repeat per­
formance here. Juanita ~iaguir wa. 
Germaine, C. M. ,vi e, now a profe. sor 
in the University of Louisiana. Gas­
pard, and Benj .. Jones, Henri. 

:Mozart'. "Figaro" \\·as given in 
:\larch 1913. ~1iss ylvia Bro,,·n . now 
K. .T.C. librarian, was Barbarina; 
Paul Harde ty , Ba. ilio· Gebhart , 
Count Almaviva; and Ruth How rton . 

usanna. The Gilbert- ullivan 'Gon­
doliers ." wa given in .July of that y ar 
with tanley haw a. Giorgio· R na 
Garriott , Gian tta; Ruth How rton . 
Gru-ilda and Paul Harde ty , Franc .·co. 

"The 11ikado' wa. given Au U.'t 1. 
1914 and "El apitan" in Fel ruary, 
1915. " Laude DU\·al" was giv n 
Julv 23 and 24 , 1914. Phradi W II. 
san·g in th latt r two operru . 

A hea,·y program ,,·ru .- h dul d f r 
1916. Gebhart produ · d \ ' rdi': " II 
Trovator " on .J anuary 22 and 2 . 
Phradi<> W ell.' wru Azucena; EJ,-;i 
Be\'crlin , L onora; and L o PetrcC', 
Count di Luna , t mC'ntion a f ,,. f lh 
princ-ipah;. Gehhar th n l f h C'ol­
lege and H an.' itz . f rmc>rl_,· a m m­
bn of th L ipzig OJ ra o ., cam lo 
th<> c-olleg mu.-ic· d parlm<'nl. II 
dir<'<·ted 'Tannhau.-er' ; Edward H o­
well , W lfram; .J o hn . · ff . Bit<>rolf; 
0 . L . ra ham , H inri c-h· L . \" . 'rook­
. hank, R imar von Ziv lC'r a n I B <'n 
WC'a,·c·r. H c•rman . Ru th JlowPrlon 
wa. Yc•11u in the• fir,-;t, c-t and Ermine• 
Thomp,on took th rol• in th third 
act. 

Th r • wl'rc• no opc•ras in ID 17 an I 
191 . In H)J< :\Iiss :\l un· ,'hou:-., 
produC'c•d " Ermini<'.' ( tto· ' raha r ), 
Bc•n \VC'av r , J•,s lh •r l c•dr 0 11 l and 
HPIPn \Vil .-on had prin<·ipal ro le.-. 

":.\1 arlha ' was µ;i ven i II th Hll n rnc·r 
of H)20 , with Prof. R aymond Carr as 
Lionc•I; Ermin • Thornp.-011, L:i d y Jl ar­
rieU; ::\lil<lr<•d ~ultcm , ~anc·.v; Edward 
Howc·ll , Plun kPU; .Janw:,; I illi11µ;i •r , 
l'!h<>riff , a nd ;wynnP Burro w.-, Old 
,John . 

Bizc• s " Jarnwn " wru· prc•sc•nt<•d in 
Hl21 . with Ph rndiP W <' II .-, 13c•11 \ c·n,·c·r , 

~EM OSCO PE 

Lester Reynolds and .Jimmie Dillinger 
in cast roles. 

"Pirates of Penzance" wa.s produced 
by .John X eff in 1922, with Ben Wea­
ver, R. E . Yalentine, now of the 
K.S.T.C. faculty; Ermine Thompson. 
Richard Dabney and .John Weaver in 
the ca.st. 

The next summer "The Bohemian 
Girl " wa giYen, \\·ith H . L . :Miller , 
R. E. Yalentine, Claude Dillinger , 
B ernice Humphrey, Ermine Thompson 
and Paul Riggin., taking leading role . 

The 1924 production wa · " ::\lignon," 
,,·ith \' a lentine. ::\Iiller. ::\Iis. Hum­
phrey , ~Iarie ·winter and \dam D ecker 
singing cast roles. 

" :'.\Ia rita na ' was gi,·en in 1925, wi th 
B en ,v eaver. Hugh ::\tiller , B ernice 
Humphre~'. ::\Iaric Wint r . Adam 
D cker, Bob ::\Iilstead and laude 
Dillinger . Lat r opera.- ha,·e been 
'Robin H ood" in l 26; "Th ::\Iikado ' 

in 1927 ; " I Ianthe'' in 192 · "Ro ·a­
mund " in 192 ; ' tradella in 1930 · 
' him e.- of X rmandY in 1931 ·'Th 
::\la,;c t' in l. 32 · a ,i"d "Th Fortun 
Teller" in 1933. 

.\ft r th lake n th campu,-; wa.­
fill ed in . performance.- of OJ era wer 
ither giYen on a s peC'ially ('OnstructC'd 

outdoor . age on the campu or in 
Kirk .\ uditorium aflc•r tl1C' on truc­
tion of that building in l 22. Th 1933 
J rform a nC' t' of 'Tl e I• rtun T II r . ' 
dir cl cl by R . I~. Ya l ntin " ·a. o-iyen 
in Laughlin B ow l, a.- a l,-; \\"ill' Tlw 
Two \'agabond,-;"' (an English , · J"ion 
of Ermin ") in l . 3-1 und r Barr tt 
.'tout .- ir c-t ion. \Ycath •r une rta in­
t \' , how ,. r . with it .- att ndanc 
J:irobl ms. c-aus • I th abandonment of 
outd or 01 ra and lat ' r prod11 •t ions 
ha,·c• h • n in 1 · irk ,\ u lit ,rium. 

\\' it h t hr J)(•rformanc·c• of Tlw 
Elixir of L ow" in J D-1 1, OJ ra , like· 
man_,, oth •r large• group ac-ti,·iti C's , had 
to he• ahandonc cl for th duration of 
\\' or l I \\'ar lf . It.' rc·Yi\.tl will takr 
plac·r this :-. pring "ith llw produC'lion ,f 
Jillwrt a nd ,'ulli\'an's " Pinafore" un­

ckr the• dirc-C'lion of J>h rn Ii<' \\ ' •lls­
tl • OJ c> ra . a. has IH•c•n notic·c·cl. in 
,,·hic·h sh fir:-.l --a ng in Kirk. ,·ill and 
th • op<'rn whic·h IPd t lw \\':lY in llH' long 
pc•riocl of d1•,·c• loJ nwnt ,, hic·h ha" l <' 'll 
lrnc·c•cl in this lirid :-.k ·t1·h. 

\I is.- \\' •ll s , who r ·t 11rrH'cl to thi. 
c·ampus in I \) G a.- a nH•mlwr of t lw 
mus ic· fncult.\', !iring,-; to the• task of 
rc•\'iving thi.- important J hmw of llw 
music-al lif<' of the• s<'hool nnd c·om-
111unit \' :-.o muc·h ahilit v and t'XJ) •ric•n ·c• 
that :tn op·ratic· fulu;·c> \\Orthy of tlH' 
t rncli t ion s of t IH• pa,-;l c·n 11 I <' c·on­
fi clc-n t ly c•x1wc·l<'d . I J!'r plnns for the 
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next few years include a list of works of 
gradually increasing importance and 
difficulty. Some of them will require 
. tage room and equipment not now 
available but provided for in the plans 
for a new auditorium which it is hoped 
may oon be realized. 

One has only to talk to old graduates 
of thi institution to realize the cultural 
and artistic awakening that came to 
thi. section of the state through the 
operatic performances of the past. The 
needs of education are ju t as great 
toda>' and the ,...-ill to m eet them ju.ta· 
trong . 

LIBRARY PURCHASED 
The lib rary of Central \Vesleyan 

ollege a "r arrenton, ::\Iis. ouri, con­
. i. t ing of approximately 16 ,000 vol­
ume · wa.- purcha, cd by the T eachet · 

ll ege early thi month. 
entral W e. leyan which opened it. 

door · as th G rman Academy in 
1 62 c ased to function a· a college in 
the spring of 1941. 

)f e. p cial Yalue to the T eacher,; 
o ll ,,·as the ::\I" ouriana · ction 

of th library which contain d much 
mat rial to · xpa nd the gro\\;ng col­
lect.ion of the o lleg in thi g n rall~­
neglected fi Id . 

.:-\!so. ob a.in d fr m the entral 
\\. e.-1 ,·an 11 ,yas a coll ·lion of 
s ·i ntific quipm nt includin bio-
logical materials and eh mistry and 
physic.' laborator~· item:. 1 h J ureha,-;<' 
was comp! t d through :\I r . F . 
Tu1 ti<' of \Ya1-r0nsburg and H . \Y . 
I urhh •rt f :.Iartha.s,·ill . 

\ :QL'IHE CE'°TRAL " E L EY .\ 'i" 
HECORD~ 

ln eonn 't'tion " ·ith th rPeent pur­
eha.:; • of the lihrarv ,rnd otht'l' ma t r­
ial:-. of '•ntral \\"~sleyan II f!:t'. ar­
rang<'m<'nh were compkt •cl for the 
trnnsf •r o l(irk:-.,·ill<' of th' recorcl,-; of 
form< r st ll(knt,-; of that rnll 12:('. Th< -,c' 
trnnsniph whi<'h arc of f!:1" at impor­
tancc• tot ho,-;<' pl'oplc \\·ho Tttended the 
in,-;titution in f rrn r n:1r,-; will be 
madc· n,·.1ilahlc on llw ·,.,am<' hasis ,ls 
l'(' <·onl. · of f rm r stucknts of the 
h: irk,-;\'ill<' 'oll<' f!:<'. Oth<'r offi<·inl rc' ('­
or ls of that :-.<'hool \\ill lw placed in tlH' 
nrc·hin:-; of t lw T <•acht'f",-; ' II •ii: 
,, lwrc• t h<•v "ill h(' mnd<• nxnilabl<' t 
those' \\ h<; \\·i,-;h to s tud_,. tlwm .. \ r­
rnngc•nwnt s \\C' r(' c·omplt'led throu~h 
. \ . 11. .h t<' rµ;< •nsnw_,·(' r . Prl',-;id(•n t. of t IH' 
Honrd of Trnstc• •,-; of '<'nlrnl \Ye,-;k)·:111 
'oll<'gl' . 



P .\GE XK\IOSCOPE 

EIGHTY YEARS OF 
.\fter a lmo t a year of preliminary 

preparation on the part of .Joseph 
Baldwin, founder of the X orth Mis­
souri Xormal School , that in. titution 
opened it1; doors to students Septem­
b<'r 2, l 67 at Kirksville, "i\Io . Ev this 
aet :\lissouri's oldest teacher t ra'-ining 
institution has in the vear of 1947 the 
pri\·ikge of celebrating eighty .\'Cars of 
contin uous service to t he people of 
::\Jissouri. 

Founded as a private teacher educa­
tion institution this Xorth :\Iissouri 
X orm a l School soon became a . tate 
ins ti tut ion. On March 19 , 1870, an 
act of the General A., ·emblv of ::VIis­
somi made provision for the creation 
of t wo X ormal chool Di ·tricts in the 
statC'. The matter of locating t he.-e 
institutionH was left to the discret ion of 
a, talc Boa rd of Regents . also created 
by the ·ame act. 

. \f tC' r a long and careful 1-1u1Tey of 
the field the tate Board of Reg nts on 
DccC'mbcr 29 . 1870 , acceptc-d a bid 
from Adair County to locate one of 
thC'S<' tC'acher training institutions at 
Kirk.- \·ille , Mo . Thi · teacher training 
inst itution wa.- to be named the First 
Dist ric·l Xormal School. On Decem­
b<'r 30 . 1870 , the tate Board of 
RPg<' nt.- issu d a statement to thc­
pffcc-t that "the normal . chool of the 
first di:-;t riC't lw hereby d clar d esta­
bli.-hed within the meaning of the 
law." Bv thi.- declaration thc- X orth 
:\li1-1souri' Xormal chool became the 
First Dis tri ct X ormal chool of ::\lis­
, ouri . Popularly it was known as 
" :\'ormal Xo . l ." and is Ho-called bv 
1-1tucknts of tlw tim<' . This name 11-1 
a l:-;o in lhC' official 1-1chool songH a nd 
yc· lls of that period of the institution's 
hi , tory . • \t th<' tender age of thre<' 
.vC'ars ,Jos 'Ph Baldwin':-, tC' tH' her educa­
tion institution had bc·C'n offieiallv 
c-,-,tahlislwd as a H<'rvant of the' tat<' 
of :\ l issomi . 

Tlw _\'<'lll' of I !)47 ha. c·omc bringing 
\\ ith it th<' Pi~htiC'th birthday of the 
foundinµ; of th<' institution . The First 
Dist rid :\ ormal ~' chool i.- now tlw 
. · ortlwast :\l i1-1souri , 'lal<' Tc-achc-rs 
Coll<'µ;<' . It ha.- through ('ight_\' y<'ars 
rPtai,wd it,..; origi1rnl idc-ntit:v as an 
orµ;anization ckn>tc•d to tlw training of 
P<'t'. onrwl to tP1U'h in the public sC'l10ols 
of ::\ l is,-,ouri . 

I n llHlll) r "P C'ls in:-.titutions fr -
q111•11tly n's<•mhlp the pPopl . who <·orn­
po,-,p thc-m . ll<rn<'V<'l', in maltC'r~ of u.g<' , 
insl('ttd of ~bowing . igns of failing 
:tliilit)· us th<')' grow oldPr. in ·titution" 

~ 

PaHtuee t:Jut9te -:2::1eo&.a 
Associate Prof . of So c ial Science 

more often shows signs of increa ·ing 
vigor and strength. The X ortheast 
::\fo,Houri tate T eachers College can 
sa v in thi. vear of 1947 with the 
Psalmist of oid, "and if bv reason of 
strength t he days of our years be four 
score , then is their s trength labo r." 
The st rength of the X ort heast M is­
souri State T eachers College fo r eigh ty 
unbroken years of historv has been in 
the labor ·or her "apostoli c d_vnasty" 
of seven preHidents and a facu lty of 
master teachers. These fundamenta l 
prinriples of teacher education organi­
zation rest 11pon the basic philoHoph_\· 
a nd viHion of .Joseph Baldwin , the 
founder. 

Stead.v has been the progress a nd 
a d,·ance me nt of th is insti t u t ion 
throughout the eighty years of de\·e lop­
ment. In ] 867 it started as a four-vcar 
normal training sc hool \\-i t h a facul ty 
of six people, two of whom served in the 
"practice" school. The X ort heast 
::\lissouri tate TC'achers ollege now iH 
offering in l 947 a fivc--:vear teacher edu­
cation program with a facu lty of over 

" l ' M BEHL \ N D . \ .\DE MY" 

Fi r:-;t H onw of t lw T Pnch •r..; 'oll <'g<'. 

WINTE R , 1947 

SERVICE 
one hundred people including the 
staffs of the laboratory . chool affiliates. 
On M ay 20 , 1919 , lega l recognition \YaS 

accorded the X ortheast Missouri State 
Teachers College as a fully accredited 
teacher education instit ut ion . Xo 
longer ,ms it a X ormal School. In the 
eigh t ieth year of t he history of the 
college the fi ft h year program con­
fering t he ::\1asters degree has been 
estab lished . 

On April 25. 1946 . bv motion of the 
Facul ty Council , the ·standing Com­
mittee of t he F acul ty known a. tho 
Committee on Histor)' a nd Traditions 
was designated as an agency to plan an 
a ppr.opriate celebration for the eightie­
t h anniversary of the founding of the 
X ort heast Missouri State Teachers 
College. This Committee was compos­
of Mr . P aulin D . Knobb. , ::VIisses 
Berniece Beggs, Ethel Hoek, Viola 
:\Iagee, Lucy Simmons, and ::\1i; . 
H omer Knight of the faculty and Mr. 
E . E. S\rnin from t he Board of Regent 
of t he college. A serie of occasions 
a ppropriate to t he ·m a rking of eighty 
:vears of progress ha8 been planned by 
t his committee .-

The celebrat ion opened on .J a1m­
ary 22 . 1947 , ,vit h the dedication of a 
portrait of former President J. P. 
Blanton during t he regular college . 
assembly hour. Dr. Minnie M . Bras­
hear , a former student and faculty 
member of t he institu t ion , gave the 
dedicatory address. 

On :\lay 9, 1947 . Dr . lfred Leland 
Crabb of ·George P eabod.v College for· 
TC'ac hers in X ashville, Tenn. , will 
dedi C'ate the portrait of the second 
Pre:-,ident of t he institu tion , Dr. ,v. P. 
X ason, in an assembly hour program. 

On . .June 13 , 1947 the Eightieth 
.\ nn iver a ry Banquet will be held· to 
appropriately celebrate the eighty 
years of t eacher education ervice of 
t he insti t ution. Thi, date wa elected 
because on .June 13 , 1 93 , wa held th 
famou · "Baldwin D av " celebration in 
which the founder o·r the in. titution 
r turned to the campu. as it. honored 
gues t . Thi, seemed to the committee 
fitting da te fo r t he , ummation of 
eigh t.\· years of .-en ·ic<' of the in titu­
tion . The H ome 'oming Day in the fall 
will c·a tT_\' a: it thc-mc- the bightiE>th 
.\nni\' l'SUl'Y . 

Found r." D ay , ·et bv the Hi. to 
a nd Traditioru · ommi'ttee as Octo­
ber 30. this date b ing the anniYcrsa 

f .Jo. cph Baldwin's birthday, ";n 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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FOREIGN STUDENTS IN TEACHERS COLLEGE 
The Xortheast Missouri State 

Teachers College, in line with the 
general trend in colleges and uni ver­
s ities of the United States, has in 
recent years been fostering the attend­
.ance of students from foreign coun­
tries in the interest of international 
:good will and understanding . Thus far 
six young women from other na tions 
have enrolled in the College : four from 
Costa Rica, one from Norway, and one 
from France. 

l\Iaria E lena Hidalgo from Alajuela , 
C osta Rica, arrived in Kirksville, 
.January 3 , 1943. Miss Hidalgo , prev­
ious to her coming here, had attended -
t he School of Pedagogy at Heredia, a 
part of the National University of 
Costa Rica , as well as the university 
itself at San Jose. She received the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Educa­
tion from the T eachers College in 
August, 1944 with a major in mathe­
matics and a minor in English. She 
remained in Kirksville unt il the follow­
ing October at which time she returned 

. to her native land where she is now 
employed by the Compania Bananera 

• de Costa Rica at San Jose. She has in 
· letters to friends , expressed a desire to 

return to t his count ry for graduate 
study . l 

Miss Hidalgo came to M issouri 
· under a plan commonly known as t he 
, "Missouri Plan ," organized and exe­
cuted by M rs. Ruth K elso R enfrow, 
former president of t he F ederated 
Clubs of Missouri . According to this 
arrangement she was to be suppor ted 
by t he F ederated Clubs of t he North­
east· Missouri District. The Women 's 
organizations of K irksville became 
interested in t he project, too , and 
many of t hem, as well as private 
individuals, contributed generously to 
her support. 

Xidia Saenz and Noemi Gomez, 
Costa Ricans also, t he former from 
H eredia , t he latter from San .Jose, 
came by plane to New Orleans in 
August, 1945 , and arrived in Kirksville 
for t he opening of t he fall quarter. 
Miss Saenz is working toward the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Educa­
t ion with a major in economics and a 
minor in sociology. As she, too, had 
had college work both in H eredia and 
San J ose before coming to Missouri , 
she entered as a Junior and will receive 
her degree t his year. Upon her return 
to Costa Rica she expects to secure 
some sort of government work in the 
national social securit y offices . 

Miss Gomez entered the T eachers 

Associate Professor o f Lang u ages 

College directly from high school. H er 
sister , Mrs. E d H . Lance, t he former 
Bet ty Gomez, a gm duate of t he State 
College of Warrensburg , now working 
on her doctorate in agricult ural chemis­
try at t he University of M issouri , had 
preceded her sister to the Stat es . 
Majoring in home economics and 
minoring in business education, Miss 
Gomez plans to complete her work fo r 
t he degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Education in t he summer of 1948 . 
Miss Gomez was elected queen of t he 
all-school carnival her first year here. 
Both Miss Saenz and M iss Gomez are 
on the roster of student help in t he 
college library. 

From ~ orway R onnaug Halstensen 
came to enter t he College fo r t he win­
ter quar ter of 1946 . Miss H alstensen 
was sent by her government to study 
t he American public school system . 
She spent many hours observing the 
work in t he demonstration schools. 
During t he spring quarter she assisted 
with and played the accompaniment 
for t he operetta given by t he children 
of t he Greenwood School. An accom­
plished pianist, she was presented by 
t he M usic D epartment in an outstand­
ing piano recital during the summer. 
H er primary interest , however , is t he 
teaching of little children . At t he end 
of t he summer quarter Miss H alsten­
sen enrolled for a four week's t erm at 
t he University of Minnesota. In 
September she returned to her nat ive 
city of Molde, ~o.rway. 

She is now completing her prepara­
t ion for t eaching a t a training school 
for t eachers in Oslo and is a t the same 
time taking some courses in the univer­
sity there. R ecently in writ ing to a 
faculty member a t the College, she 
states : " I can never teach as I am 
being trained to teach here. I t hink 
every teacher should be forced to go to 
the United Sta tes." 

In M ay, 1946 Costa Rica sent a 
fourth student, Maria Acevedo, from 
Liberia in the State of J uanacaste 
Miss Acevedo is interested in teaching, 
having had several years' experience in 
elementary schools for which work she 
had prepared herself in The School of 
P edagogy at H eredia. She is now 

preparing to do high school teaching 
with her interest centered on science. 
Miss _Acevedo -has been ta king only 
p.art-t1me work t his year as she is 
t eaching two classes in elementary 
Spanish in the College. She p lans to 
stay in Kirksville long enough to . ·ecu re 
a degree. 

J acqueline Gueritot , the mo t recent 
fo reign arrival on the T eachers College 
campus, comes from Bourges (Cher) , 
France. H aving arrived in X ew York 
during t he maritime strike in Septem­
ber1 she was delayed several days a t 
t he port but reached Kirksville in t ime 
to enroll for the fall quarter. Miss 
Gueritot is a scholarship student, com­
ing under the auspices of Cardinal K ey, 
a service organization for women on 
the cam pus . The organization got in 
touch with her through the In t itute of 
International Education in N ew York . 
M iss Gueritot attended the University 
of Paris for three years from which 
institu t ion she holds a license. She 
has devoted much t ime to the study of 
E nglish and American literature and 
English and American history. H er 
primary purpose in coming to t he 
United States is to study American 
literature and civilization. She will be 
graduated from the College in M ay 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She, 
too, works in the library . 

T he T eachers College is definitely 
proud of its foreign studen ts fo r whom 
it waives all t uition fees . The four 
Costa Rican girls have been most 
generous in helping to interpret beauti­
ful little Costa Rica to t he people of 
Kirksville and t he vicinity. T hey have 
appeared on numerous programs be­
fore college groups and before town 
and district organizations. The t \rn 
young women from E urope, both of 
whom lived through the bitter experi­
ence of t he German occupation of their 
fat herlands, have also given freely of 
their t ime and effort to promote clearer 
understanding and finer friendship 
between the United States and their 
homelands. 

· All t he young women seem to feel an 
awareness of the real American spiri t . 
M iss H idalgo once said that Costa 
R ica, a very small country , considers 
the United States her best friend and 
neighbor. If any one of the six girls 
were asked to name the out tan ding 
traits that he had noted in the people 
of the United States , she would 
probably answer as did Miss Gueritot , 
"friendliness and effi ciency". :Miss 



~:H' nz . ill commenting on the rapid 
paee ('harnett'rizillg .\ nwrican Iii'<'. 
remarked that in spite of our aC'li\·il_\· 
and spt'ccl ,,·e ::-;ccmcd ncvC'I' to \\'0rry 
hut only " to takc it cas,,_, . 

Thc girls ha\·p during. th ir sojourns 
in Kirk;wi\le had ample opport unil>' to 
judgc us. The>' have lived in privale 
homcs " ·hcrc the>· expC'l'icnc· d normal 
.American life in a smal I cit v of the 
:-1 id-\\'est . They ha Ye assoC' iated close­
ly \\'ith Ameri can student:-;; the." ban' 
participatC'd in campus aeti,·iti s, being 
members of social. scholastic-. and 
. en ·ice organizations; the_v ha,·e made 
contacts " ·ith man.,· people in Kirks­
Yill and the adjoininrr communitie:-;. 
It is to be hoped that the friendships 
bet,Yeen these girh, , \\'ho so commend­
ab l>' represent their countries , and om 
o,Yn American students ,\·ill be Joyal 
and enduring. In the interest of ,\·orld 
friend h ip, the Xortheast :=-. I i:-;souri 

tate Teachers College ,Yelcomes these 
"unofficial ambassadors." 

BLANTO~ PAii TING UNVEILED 
A portrait of .Joseph P . B lanton, 

president of the X ortheast ).Ii. souri 
State Teachers College from 1882 to 
1891 was unveiled at t he College on 
.Januarv 22 . 1947. Dr . :=-.1 innie 1\I. 
Brashear . retired professor of E ngli . h 
of the UniYersity of Missou ri , gave 
t he dedicatory addre s. speaking on 
President Blan ton and E ducation 
Standards at X ormal Xu mber One . 

In honor of his father, ?\Ir . D. A. 
Blanton of St. Louis p resented t he 
College " ·ith a gift of $1,000 to esta­
blish t he .Joseph P . Blan ton M emorial 
Loan F und . An article featuring t he 
indust ry of D . A. B lan ton appears 
elsewhere in this magazine. 

- EIGHTY YEARS OF SERVICE 
(Continued from Page 8) 

devoted to the theme of t he E ighty 
Years of Service and will close t he 
vear 's celebration. 
- It would be interesting if this group 
organization of t he X ortheast Mis­
souri State T eachers College planning 
and celebrating eighty years of service 
could wit h the bard of old say of the 
in t it u t ion , 

" For I dipted into the future 
F ar as human eye could see, 
Saw the vision of the world 
And wonder that would be." 

With eight y years of progressiYe 
service to its credit t his institution 
enters the great atomic age. The 
X ortheast M issouri State Teachers 
College now plans fo r an addit ional 
eighty years of service to t he citizens 
of t he Commonwealth of Missouri . 
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Educational and Counseling Project 
For Veterans Offers a Challenge 

4 
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P rofc ·so r o f Ph yc ho logy 

In point of maµ;nitud<' the grcatC'.· t 
projC'ct in the histo r.,· of higher educa­
tion is now undC'r wa \' . To the ,·eterans 
of \\'orld \\'ar Il ou;· nation is offering 
as a part of the so-called G. I. Bi 11 of 
Rights th<.' opportunit i<.>:-; of a libC'ral 
education eiLher through college in-
8t rurtion or th rough apprent icm,h i p 
on-the-job training. It has been est i­
mated t hat bcfor this program i:-; fu lly 
complcted somc 5 ,000 .000 ex-service 
men and women \\' ill haYe shared in its 
educational lwnefits . The Director of 
"\Y ar ~l obilization and R conversion 
has predicted recent!>' that the peak of 
this . etTice will not be reached unti l 
1948 and that no signifi cant dec li ne \\'i ll 
be seen even in 1950. 

The fi nancia l obligation placed 
upon the Federal Government in 
carrying out t his educational program 
is beyond our abili tv to estimate or 
comp.rehend. For t he fi.·cal vear 1946 
the sum of S6,300 ,000 .000 " :as a ppro­
priated to take care of the provi. ions of 
t he G . I. Bill of Righ ts \\'it h app roxi ­
mately one-half of t his amount being 
spen t fo r educational purposes. Presi­
dent Truman in his recent ·message to 
Congress on .Ja nua ry 6t h , made t he 
fo llowing statemen ts: "Exclusi,·e of 
mustering ou t payments and te rmina l 
leave pay, t he program fo r veterans of 
all wars is costing over seven billion 
dollars a year-one-fifth of our F ederal 
budget. This is t he most far reaching 
and complete vetera ns program ever 
conceived by any nation ." 

With t he closing of t he war , Con­
gress recognized the value of helping 
every returning veteran to become 
adjusted as quickly and as efficiently as 
possible into his r ightful place in 
civilian life. It was in this spirit of con­
serving the human resources of our 
youth and the needs of society that t he 
G. I. Bill of Rights embodying a great 
educational and rehabilitation program 
was formulated and put into effect. It 
seemed fairly simple at first to say t hat 
every veteran who became incapa­
citated because of t he war should have 
t he right of rehabilitation and t raining 
until he could be put back into a new 
and gainful occu pation , or that every 

,·C'leran \\'ho ga,·e a.· muC'h as ninety 
daY,' of aC'tive sen· iC'C' in t h armed 
fo,:(·cs shou ld b C'ntit led to some type 
of edueational program for one year 
plus the t im h .·e rved. It is xtremely 
do ubtfu l, howev r , that the la\\'makers 
lhem:-;e lves a nd v n t he sp ia l agen­
cies ent rusted wi th t he responsibili t .v of 
putt ing t his great ducational m achi­
ne rv in to motion full v realized the 
ma~y implications invo.lved . 

Bu t the American peopl have a l­
,rnys been ready to accept a cha llenge 
and t his one has be n no exception. 
The educa ti onal leaders of our count ry , 
t he presiden ts and instructional taff 
members of our college.· and uni\·er­
. i ties. together ,Yi t h our indu t rial and 
commercia l employers , have contri­
b uted and will cont inue to contribute 
generously of t heir t ime a nd services to 
t his g reat undertaking. 

The respon e of t he vete rans them­
. elves in taking advan tage of this edu­
cational offering ha, far exceeded our 
expectations . Their month and years 
·pen t in the ,yar t ime ervice, t heir con­
tacts with other count ries and other 
people, and t heir opportunitie to hare 
in ne,y t>rpes of training experience all 
have seemed to -timula te t hem to seek 
higher educational and vocational 
level. of achievement. 

The colleges and univer ities in 
cooperation with approximately four 
hundred Veterans Guidance Centers 
staffed with Government employed 
personnel have faced and endeavored 
to meet · successfully every problem 
a rising from t his rapid influx of student 
enrollmen t. Among the many difficult 
sit uations to be encountered may be 
ment ioned the need of ext ra housing 
accommodations, enlarged classroom 
and lecture room facili t ies, new and 
improved laboratory space and equip­
ment , addit ional text books and sup­
plies , and perhaps most of all , sufficient 
and adequately trained teaching per­
sonnel. 

Through the aid of additiona 
Federal appropriations and the recon­
version of war time equipment and 
supplies the problems involving physi-
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cal and material needs have already 
been met or soon will be well under 
control. In many instance , the col­
lege found themselves fairly well 
equipped with teaching personnel to 
take care of their expanded enrollments 
but the faculty members too often were 
not properly specialized in those 
branches of study in which the veterans 
desired to receive the greater amount 
of their training. This has been espe­
ciallv true in teachers colleges where 
the ·demand for teacher traning by 
\'eterans has been much less than in 
other pre-professional fields. The need 
for properly trained instructors, how­
ever, is now rapidly being supplied. 
:Many leading scientists and skilled 
technicians who were given military 
assignments have been released from 
their posts to take their places in new 
or former positions of professorship in 
our colleges and universities. These 
men and women no doubt are returning 
to the classroom with enriched experi­
ences and more adequate concepts of 
their teaching responsibilities. 

X o doubt one of the greatest chal­
lenges given to the colleges has been 
the delegated task of providing an 
adequate counseling and guidance 
program for ex-service men and wom­
en. Once the veteran has decided to 
take advantage of his educational 
opportunities , he finds himself as a rule 
in need of wise and sympathetic coun­
seling in helping him to select his need­
ed objective, to decide whether or not 
he should seek this objective through 
apprenticeship or college instruction 
and to determine where he would be 
able to secure the most effective type of 
training toward reaching his desired 
goal. For the ,·eteran who has incurred 
service disability and is in need of voca­
tional rehabilitation special counseling 
and guidance is not only desirable , but 
mandatory upon the part of the 
Government. 

The ~ ortheast Missouri State 
Teachers College has shared these 
problems as it has received and will 
continue to receive its quota of veteran 
students. As a result of an intensive 
study made by the Post-War Planning 
Committee of the faculty in 1943-44 , a 
well organized program of post-war 
readjustments was formulated , and it is 
believed our institution was prepared 
to undertake itc, new and enlarged 
responsibilities with a minimum loss of 
effort a,nd effieicnC'_y. 

Through purchase and building con 
tracts with the Federal Government, 
the college has been able to make plans 
for substantial improvements in the 
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physical plant. Valuable laboratory 
equipment has been ecured for the 
Divisions of Science and Practical 
Arts and fixtures for a modern college 
cafeteria have been installed. Veteran 
housing units designated to accom­
modate thirty-eight families and sixty­
two single men are now under construc­
tion and will soon be ready for oc­
cupancy. Also a building program to 
provide for more adequate classroom 
and laboratory facilities for teaching 
Agriculture, Biology, and Industrial 
Arts will be begun in the near future. 

The college in cooperation with the 
Veterans Administration Guidance 
Center located on the campus has 
made provisions for a complete organi­
zation to take care of the advisement 
and counseling of veterans. This work 
was begun in the fall of 1945 and is 
under the direction of the Division of 
Personnel Service. Its services are 
extended not only to veterans on the 
campus but also to any ex-service men 
and women in Xortheast Missouri who 
may be referred to this Center for 
advisement by the Regional Office. 

During the past eighteen months 
hundreds of veterans have received the 
benefits of this counseling service. 
Through the aid of personal interviews 
and the results obtained from interest, 
mental , and aptitude tests , our coun­
selors have been able to help these men 
to decide upon their educational and 
vocational objectives and to plan ap­
propriate types of training for the 
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purpose of realizing them. The policy 
in uch counseling is not to select the 
objective for the veteran but to a si t 
him in analyzing his own potential 
strengths and weaknesses in light of the 
objective he may care to choose. There 
is much work along this line yet to be 
done but the services delegated to this 
college will be continued with the same 
efficiency as in the past until our re­
sponsibilities to the veterans of X orth­
east Missuri have been met. 

It seems quite evident that the 
readjustments now being made in our 
college and universities to meet the 
needs of veteran students will have far 
reaching effects upon our future pro­
grams of higher education. The same 
spirit that has prompted our educa­
tional leaders and administrators to 
meet the present challenge will con­
tinue to guide them in effecting changes 
that are yet to be made. Just what 
these specific changes will be is very 
difficult to say. Among the suggested 
influences which will be felt in the 
permanent growth of college enroll­
ments and in the broadened concep­
tions of college education, counseling 
and guidance no doubt will play an 
important role. Through the continued 
use of improved methods and techni­
ques in counseling services, college 
students of the future will be guided 
more successfully in planning their 
educational programs and in choosing 
their life careers. 

(Editors note: This is the first of two 
articles on this subject. The next will appear 
in an early issue.) 
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