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For many years t his College has 
been interested in visual a ids as a 
vital adjunct to t he educational pro­
gram of the College. In the past some 
very fine work has been accomplished 
by the facu lty through the means of 
visual aids. 

Recently this phase of our work has 
taken on a new impetus. This fall t he 
Bureau of Visual Education, within 
the Division of Extension , was estab­
lished with a director in charge . 

This program is designed to provide 
both on and off campus ervice of 
visual aids for those seeking this type 
of service. 

A film library has been established 
and already 'is doing a brisk business 
with schools in the N orthea::;t Missouri 
district who are using films to a great 
advantage in their schools. 

Mr. K enneth C . Sykes has been em­
ployed as Director of t he Bureau of 
Visual E ducation. Those interested 
in securing t he list of films available 
may write to Mr. Sykes. 

Plans are now underway for a 
Visual E ducation Workshop to be 
held on t he campus on Ja!i.uary 16, 
1948, at which time outstanding lead­
ers in this field will be present for 
conferences. In addition, it is ex­
pected that a number of firms will be 
present to display the latest visual 
education equipment available. 

The addition of this service is in 
keeping with the policy of the College 
t o extend its services where possible to 
every school in the district. 

CHANGE HOMECOMING 
R ecently a group of alumni has re­

quested that the annual Homecoming 
be held on Saturday instead of Friday 
as in previous years . 

Since Homecoming is designed pri­
marily for former students of the 
College, it is felt that t heir wishes 
should be kno,rn in t he mattel'. All 
t hose who would like to have next 
year' Homecoming on Saturday make 
it known by saying aye ! 

COVER PICTURE 
This is the famous "Tom Sawyer 

Fence." The picture shows Mark 
T\\"ain's earlv bovhood home in Han­
nibal , Missouri .. The vine covered 
stone building is the famous museum 
about which the article is written. 
The picture is used by courtesy of G. 
Massie, Mis ouri State Department of 
Resources and Development. 
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Mark Twain Museulll, Valuable Sto111ehoi1 
..\lmo-.t an~· clay of tlw ~•par. <'ar::-­

lwari111,1; t hr liC'<' llsC' of t lw vttriou:- st at<'. 
uf th<' Cnion . park in front of I\\O 

f n111w buildings in a <·c•rtain hloek on 
< 1•11t Pr .'tr<'<'t in Uannihal. :\lis ... ot11i . 
llundrt>d of tourists . long familiar 
\\ith tlw pidur<' of th<'s<' two honws . 
1·:11,1;1·rl~· c•ntc>r tlw doors for tlw pC'n of 
, ':1 n11u•l C'IPtn <' tb . l)('t IC'!' kno" n as 
\lark Twain . has made> thC'rn immort-
1 Tlw honw of Tom "awyC'l' is tlw 

11w1·1·a of . \ nwri<'an :- l' \'C'l'_,· s('ason of 
th!' .,c•ar. a nd sha ring thC' honor rs 
tlw Bc•cky Tha.tchcr horn<'. 

,'<'holars and stu IC' nt s of li tC'raturC' 
flo<'k to a third building in thi:- f-Urn<' 
nrPa. lt is tlw grn_,. C'<'rnent-blo<'k 
building adjoining th<' T orn , 'aw_\'C'l' 
honw . tlw :\lark Twa in ~[useurn. Hl're 
the'~' find a souree of valuabk rnatC'l'ial 
not tl\'a ilabk an~·wlwre el:-e in t.lw 
rnit<'d tat s. 

.\ s one rnters thi s most interesting 
building, he see-; on t.he kft ,mil nea r 
thr main entranee many original 
painting,, of t.hat celebrated arfo;t , 
\'orma n R ockwell. lose observation 
n•,·eals the fact that thev arc i II ustra­
t ions of in cidents in To~1 .\\\'YER, the 
1•dition published h~· H eritage Press. 
On swinging panels on tlw opposite 
,ide of the room a rc fifty original 
illus! rat ions bv Dan Beard , the found­
rr of the BoY · couts of America. Few 
peopll' associate Dan Beard as the 
illustrator of t ht' first edition of A 
C'O_\' .' ECTI UT Y.\XKEE .\T Kew . \.R-
n!l'H0S t ' RT. 

It i:- most fitting that the o-reat 
humori:-t. ~lissouri horn himself. 
-.hould at some time hn,,·e hi s LrF i,: 
ox THE :\lI 1 SIPPI illustrated lw a 
tall'nted ~Iissouri artist of national 
r~('()p;nition. The Thomas Hart Benton 
illu:-t rations of LrFE 0)1 THE ~Ilss 1 -
IPPI bv the Limited l :..dition's Club 

Hl-1:4 attracts attention of man~· 
Yi,-ito rs. 

It is not book loYer:S a lone ,,·ho find 
a ,·i:-;it to the ~luseum a profitable one. 
hut hi torians, a rti sts. musicians and 
rollcetor . To reconstruct a picture of 
any era. one needs to know the life of 
its people. Clothe . furniture. je,Yelry. 
hou, ehold decorations all reflect a par­
ticular time. The laro-e china platter::; . 
the queer mu tache cups , t he pattern. 
of the sil\' en rnre and the quaint 
jewelr_\· that are arranged in a large 
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\ . s i., La nl Profrbsor o f En ~ li-, lt 
Edu ca tio n 

'\ o rthcas t ~ li s ... o uri S ta l e Tcac lw r ... 
Coll c~c 

case' <·ausc' ,·isitors to tarry for 
ohsNn1tion. 

.:\I an~· ~lissouri parlor:< from tlw 
l 60 's through the' l no•., oftc>n had 
displayed on marhlP-top tables , stat­
uar_\' groups of famou,; figurC's in his­
tor_,.. Tlw .John R ogl'r's statuary 
group of Lincoln . rant. and, ecrC'lary 
of ,Yar . E. .:\1 . , 'tan ton imprrs.- scorC's 
of sprctators. This onc•p outstanding 
seulptor li,·ed in H annibal as a young 
man and made hi :- fir.-t statul': from 
the clay at th e boUom of Lovl'r 's Leap 
across from the H annibal and , t. .Jc)(' 
R ailroad Shops ,,·hpr<' he worked . 
Aecuracv of features and dl'lieaev of 
line distingui shed his work and n~adc> 
hi s groups a favoritl' in his da~·-

The glass ruse in the rC'ar of tlw 

\l11-.1 •11n1 ,,h11·h dr-.pla_,. till' l,lal'I-; 
, l'h <'t , ha-.qu1· dn .... -. of .l:u11• <'l<'nu •n , 
nrnk<', or11· l'l't':tll that it \\ a-. ,Ill'" h11111 
:\lark '1\,ain <·hara1·t1•riz<·d a-. ,\11111 
Poll _\' in \ o, 1.,n HJ.:- 01· To,1 ,' \ ,, , 1 H . 
Il t·r <To1·IH'lt•d night <·ap app1·:u-. 
q 11ai n t i 11d1·<'<L to ~-m, 111!, \\ Olll< ' ll of 
toda.,·. 

Tho:--<' who an· familiar wit Ir All1Nt 
Big<'low Paitl<''s a1·1·01111t of t Ill' d1•at Ir 
of littl<• .!Pan C'l1•nl<'t1 s arl' tml<'lit•d 
,,ith sadrW'-'. a-; tlwy gaz<• at th<· 
Ord1<•st rPII<', t IH• hand-<·an I'd 111 a liog,­
an.v instnmw11t C'ight f<·« ·t in l1<•if.!:ht . 
It was 011 thi organ that .\ll11•rt Big<•­
low Pain<' playc·cl al t Ir<• n•q11< •s t of 
:\l ark '1 wain \\hc•n littl<• ,Jpa11's hodv 
wa:< carriPd from t lw hon H• to hc•r la.'t 
rC':-;(ing pla<·<•. l ' nahl<• to go . :\lark 
T\\'ain kne w ,, lwn lw 11<·:tr<l the• trains 
from ,'chulH'rt 's lMPtto.\lPT1 Op . 112 
that till' pro<·Ps. ion ,, as lc•a,·ing t hc> 
house. 

Tl1C' rl'd and gray acad<'mie go\\'n 
,,·orn l)y ~lark Twain \\·hrn Oxfo rd 

nivers'itv conferrc•d an honorarv cl -
gr<'<' upor~ him wa.- always a sou;·<·<' of 
adm iration and pride· Lo th<' one-tinw 
~li .,somi printN and rive r pilot. Th<' 
insc-ription on the glass C'as<' in whid1 

Portion of the Pilot's w heel from an early river steamer of Mark Tv.ain' day as a 
pilot on the Mississippi is s hown here . 

Courtesy G . ).fassie, :\J is:,ouri State Department of R~ource- and De'\·elopment. 

71 ~,27 
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it hang;; informs us that it is loaned 
to the ..\foseum hv :'.\Irs. Galhrilo­
witch, Clem's daughte r. Certainly, the 
\\'hite linen coat nea rby is assoc iated 
wit h :\lark T,rnin in his vcars of suc­
cessful authorship for it ·,,·as hi s cus­
tomary garb and made him an im­
pressive figun' matching so \Ye ll the 
whiteness of his hair. Artists ha,·e 
painted him so attired. seated in a 
comfor table wicker chair smoking a 
la rge cigar . His \\·icker ch'.:Lir and 
t:v pewrite r no,,· in the ..\IusC'um I nd a 
touch of intimacv that makes one feel 
that the spiri t o( the great humanitar­
ian. lecturer , novelist , phi losophC'I', and 
lover of th!' common pcopl<' is hovC'ring 
near. 

BASIL BREWER, Editor-Statesman 

ReadC'rs of the :\fark Twain hooks 
in which he describes hi s steamboat 
<la.vs a rc g lad to sec the old pilot \\'hCC' I 
from one of the ..\Iississippi River 
steam boats of the 1860's. The pi lot 
liecnsc in a neat pic-tmc fram e hangs 
nearby. 

Famil)· photographs, old Bibles, rare 
books, and letters. all furnish ~Iark­
twainia11 scho la rs with choif'c matC' ria l 
for rcsC'arch and writing. The Museu m 
is indC'cd a grC'at contribution to :'.\Ii s­
sou rians, and ::,.,; orthC'ast Missouri has 
rC'ason to be gratefu l that Hanniba l's 
enterprising citizens ha,·c made it 
pm;sib lC'. 

'9 
?lttPUta Lr:ttHUUUe 

Once printer"s ink gets into _vour 
blood, t he s::t)'ing goe:::;, it' s there fo r 
keeps. 'l he saying ho lds in t he case of 
B as il Brc\\·C'I', nationally known news­
paper publisher. a gradua te of Xorth­
C'a,.;t ..\lissouri State Teachers Co llege . 

::,.,;o,,· principal O\\'nC'r of two ne\\'s­
papers , three radio stations, an avia­
tion C'nterprise. the 21 ,000-acre B a r 
Double 9 Ranch near Tonapah, ~cv .. 
a nd c·onnC'c-tPd \\·ith other interests, 
~Ir . Drc\\'Pr "·ould be the first to sav 
that newspaper ,,·o rk and \\'riting, his 
fi rst loves, sti ll a re his favorites . 

Old grads of the class of 1901 " ·ill 
recall Basil BrcwC'I' as a p recocious lad 
,YhQ \\'Orked in his fathe r's prin tery in 
Kirksville and ,rnn his Xormal School 
diploma at the age cf 17. H is S)'Stem 
hrst was inoculated with printe r's ink 
in his father's shop. The Rev. Addison 
Lanius B rewer , a one-t ime :\1cthodist 
circuit rider, ran t he printer:v to sup­
plement his e,·angelistic \\·ork as a 
ministe r. 

"Tom's" b droom . The window is the one referred to by "Tom" in relating his 
nocturnal escapades. 

Court y C . :\l !-1..~ie. :\li. ~ouri Stute Department or llCf-!Ollr<' a nd Developmet1t. 

Basil Brewer 

Missouri-born, Mr. Brewer today is 
a X ew Englander of 16 years standing. 
His newspapers a re The ;'\ ew Bedford , 
Mass., Standard-Times (da ily and 
Sunday), a nd The Cape Cod Standard­
Times (daily) of Hyannis, Mass .. sen·­
ing Cape Cod, to which X ew Bedford 
is a gateway. They are published by 
E. Anthony and Sons, Inc., of which 
Mr. Brewer is t he controlling stock­
holder. Their combined circulat ion is 
67 ,000. 

X evv Bedford , by t he way , is .:\' cw 
England's most important fine cotton 
textile center and t he t hird largest 
groundfishing port of the U nitrd 
States. It often is called t he Whaling 
City , in memory of its ea rly prr­
eminence as home of the ,,·o l'ld'H 
greates t ·whaling fleet. Mr. Brewer's 
fine century-old X ew B edford home 
was built bv one of the old whaling 
fami lies . · 

The radio stations controlled by 
Mr. Brewer t hrough E. Anthon_\' and 
Sons, Inc., a re W~BH of X e\\' Brd­
fo rd , WFMR of X ew Bedford , first 
freq uency modulation station in 
Southeastern Massachusctt8. and 
WOCB of W est Yarmouth, Cape Cod. 
WFMR a nd WOCB were established 
by M r. Bre-wer. WNBH , one of the 
pioneer stations of Massachusctu. 
was in operation a numbe r of )'ears 
before E. Anthony and Sons , Inc .. 
acquired it in 1934 . 

'I he Standard-Times under :Mr. 
Brewer has maintained and increased 
t he long- tanding prestige of The 
Evening Standard , founded nearly 100 
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yean; ago, wit h which he merged t he 
rival ~ ew Bedford Times in 1932. 

This vear The Standard:.. Times es­
tablished a readership record in a sur­
vey made by the Advertising R esearch 
Foundation which was highly compli­
mentan· to its pub lisher and his 
policies·. Compare?- wi~h . 103 ot~er 
newspapers of which similar studies 
had been made in 26 categories of 
readership , The Standard-Times ex­
ceeded the m edians in 23 categories 
and equaled t he median in one. Analy­
sis of the 103 studies showed no other 
new, paper studied equaled T he Stand­
ard-Times record in this respect. 

Editorializing on t he probable rea­
sons fo r t he except ional t horoughness 
with which Standard-Times readers 
read their newspaper , M r. B rewer 
listed a number . H e sa id most of 
them apply a lso to other good news­
papers. but one he considered less 
common- "The Standard-Times dares 
to i,;peak its mind , editoria lly , on ever_\' 
pressing problem of local , state , na­
tional and world affairs . . . " H e added , 
"The American ne,Yspaper reader pre­
fers to have his newspa per take a 
comageous stand to figh t for what the 
paper believes- ·even though t he read­
er ma_\' not himself agree ." 

Independent, aggressive , commun­
it_\·-minded and loyal to it t radi t ions 
as a family newspa per , The Standa rd­
Time. never has been provincia l. The 
ne\\·spa per and its publisher have be­
come known coast to coast t hrough t he 
crusading editori a ls Mr. Brewer ,note 
during the ,Ya r period and in the 
crucial years immedi ately before U. S . 
entrv into the war . 

A:• war clouds spread over t he 
nited States from t he confli ct in 

Eu rope. ;\fr. B rewer and staff beeamc 
grawl_\' concerned over t he inadequate 
statp of the nationa l defense. H e de­
termined to do more t han expre. s 
concern. H e and members of his 
staff made studies in vari ous parts of 
the nation , , ·eeking and learning the 
an,'\\·eri-; to serious defects in 
the ddense program and defense 
production. 

Resul ts of t hese studies were em­
bodied by Mr. Brewer in a series of 
15 a rticles pu blished not on ly by T he 

tanda rd-Times , but a lso in other 
newspa pers t hroughout t he country. 
They were offered free to a select<>d 
list of newspa per. , of which nearly 
100 accepted and joined Mr. Brewer 
in his patriot ic figh t for m ore effi cient 
defense prepa rations. 

May 31 , 1940 , M r. B rewer pub­
li shed an origina l " Prepared ness P lat­
form ." which wa. · circul ated t hrough-
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ou t t he nation b,v the t hree major 
press associations . One of it s planks 
recognized t he increasing importance 
of co-operation th roughout t he W est­
ern hemisphere. It advoca ted " con­
sultations wit h t he other countries of 
this hem isphere on mu t ual defense 
now" and making agreemen t. with 
them to the fu llest extent possible . 

To study fo r himself essent ia l,.; for 
achieving inter-American co-opera­
t ion , Mr. Brewer made a 25,000-mi le 
air tour of Lat in-America. visit ing 
cit ies of the East coast outbound and 
returning by way of t he W est coast. 

" I wen t to Sout h Ameri ca as an 
edito r , t rying to exercise editoria l 
judgment," he commen ted late r . 
"rather t han as a reporter looking fo r 
'interesting copy'." 

As he traveled , Mr. Brewer ent 
back cabled edito ria l reports. These 
were pu blished in 25 newspapers in 
various par ts of t he count ry under t he 
series headings, " vVhat Latin-America 
is Thinking" and " ~ otes of a Yankee 
Traveler in Sout h America." 

Sigm a D elta Chi , nationa l journal­
istic frate rni ty , recognized t he service 
rendered bv M r. Brewer in his defense 
editoria l. and , cries on Latin-America 
b,\' conferring on him its 1941 award 
fo r distingui shed reporting. 

Other honors crowned ;\1r. Brewer 's 
work as a pub lisher the same year. 
The M assachusetts Pres, Association 
ga,·e fi rst awa rd to the ~ cw Bedford 
Standard-Times fo r general excellence. 
and a first prize for typographical 
excellence was won by the Cape Cod 
Standard-Ti mes in thP ~- W . A:ver 
con test. 

:Mr . Bre,,·er wrote again for a na­
tiona l audience in 1942 and 1943 , when 
he d rafted t ,,·o full-page editorials, "A 
D ishonest and Disastrous Tax Bi ll " 
and "The Grapes of the President's 
Wrath. " He assailed President Roose­
velt's order li miting incomes to a 
maximum of . 25 ,000 after tax deduc­
tions as a class measure , " ·hich \,·ould 
reduce incentive for production and 
m igh t lose the war. He mged instead a 
tax bill wh ich ,rnuld encourage pro­
duction and increase rather than 
decrease the volume of taxable income. 
Some of t he largest nc,Yspaper. of the 
country repub lished the editorials. 
Hi s articles were recognized as among 
the forces which brought about the 
pay-as-you-go tax bill and helped 
translate a nationa l corn·iction into a 
demand for action. 

Foresight, not h indsight, impelled 
Mr. Brewer's national editoriah;. Brav­
ing the disapproval of those who still 
hoped against hope t his country might 
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keep out of wa r , he released a full­
page edit oria l, " H a lf At Wa r- H a lf 
Asleep," July 1, 1941. It wa. carried 
in t he X cw York T imes, t.he Xew 
York H erald-T ribune. and other 
prominen t newspa pers. Its au t hor 
advocated openly and actively helping 
Britain "to b last Hitler whil e t he 
b lasting is good . . . because ,Ye love 
ourselves and our liberty . 

"This opport unity," he said, "will 
not last . If we do not embrace it, 
America itself may not last." 

A violent reaction from the Xazis 
was provoked by t he editorial. Douglas 
Chandler , Hit ler 's American-born 
stooge, who was convicted of treason 
last summer in Boston and now is 
serving a life sentence, denounced the 
document and its author in a "Paul 
R evere" broadcast Aug. 10 , 1941 , from 
B erlin . It should have been titled, 
Chandler declared . "Be nonchalant , 
light another " ·ar." 

As initial reverses of the Allied war 
effort receded into the background 
and u lt imate victory became virtually 

(Continued on Page 9) 

Basil Bre\\·er is embraced by retiring am­

bassador from P ortugal, Dr. Joao deBianchi. 

on the occasion of the decoration of ~~r. 

Brewer by the Portuguese Government with 

the insignia of Knight Officer of the Ancient 

and ]\Jost Noble :c\1ililary Order of Christ. 

The ceremony in which the P ortuguese Gov­

ernment bestowed its highest civilian honor 

on iVr. Brewer took place al the \Ya ldorf­

Astoria Hotel in New York City July 27, 

1947. Mr. Brewer is shown ,,·earing the cross 

of the Order. 
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Bethel---Northeast Missouri's Utopia 
In the \·ast expanse of terri to ry that 

is knO\\·n in American History as the 
trans-Mississippi frontier a number of 
social , economic and polit ical experi­
ments were directed in search of the 
better life. The Commonwealth of 
M issou ri was a proving ground fo r 
many of these experiments. In .Ylis­
souri t he Morman group sought to 
build the "City of Zion ." In Missouri 
German migrants sought to build t he 
ideal German state of t he world . In 
X ortheast Missouri on an obscure 
little stream known as Xorth 
River , in old Bethel in Shelby county , 
a group of German migrants sough t to 
build a settlement founded on their 
concepts of Christian communal so­
ciety . For thirty-five years this colony 
was a testing and proving ground for 
their t heories . The story of t he ap­
pearance of t his communal settlement 
is an interesting episode in the history 
of X ortheast Missouri. 

The beginning of t his experiment 
was in P ennsylvania when Dr. William 
K eil, becoming dissatisfi ed with eco­
nomic and religious li fe, gathered a 
following and determined upon a 
settlement farther west. Of K eil's 
early life very little is kno,;y·n. William 
Godfrey Bek , former instructor in 
Germanic Languages a t the University 
of .Ylissouri probably recorded the 
most accurate account of K eil of any 
of the writers of this subj ect. H e says : 

"Of K eil's early life we have no fur­
ther record than tha t he was born on 

~ 

Asso c ia te Professor o f Social 
Scien ce Education 

North eas t :\ Jissouri State Teach ers 
Coll ege 

the sixt h of M arch , 1811 in Blercher­
ode, Distri ct of E rfurt, Prussia. His 
parents were German , and seem to 
have been of the middle class. In his 
home count ry he fo llowed t he pro­
fession of man-milliner . X ordhoff de­
scribes him a· a "short, burly man 
with blue eyes , whi t ish hair and white 
beard. " H e seemed excitable and some­
what suspicious; gave no token what­
ever of having studied any book but 
the Bible and t hat only as it helped 
him to enfo rce his own philosophy. 
H e was very quick to turn every 
t hought toward t he one of community 
life; t ook his illustrat ions mostly from 
the X ew T estament ; and evidently 
laid much stress on the parental char­
ac ter of God . As he discussed his eyes 
lighted up wi th a somewhat fi erce 
fire ; and I though t I could perceive a 
fanatic, certain ly a person of very 
determined , imperious will united to a 
narrow creed ." 

K eil seems to have experimen ted in 
Germany with t he stage and then 
medi cine t rying to find a "Uni versa)-

medizan ," a panacea that would 
cure a ll ills of mankind . H e is a lleged 
to have come to America about 1835 
and to have lived for a short t ime•in 
Xew York City. Then he moved to 
Pittsburgh, P enn . H ere he practiced 
his healing arts and earned t he doubt­
ful t it le of "Der H exendokter ." 

In 1838 he was converted under t he 
preaching of Dr. William X ast, t he 
founder of t he German M ethodist 
Church in America. hortly af ter his 
conversion he met t he R everend J. 
M art in Hartmann , who was deeply 
inte rested in the p rinciples of com­
munism . Keil was licen ed as a local 
preacher in t he Methodist Church but 
rebelled against the length of his 
probationary period and broke away 
et ting up his own following . There 

were several peculiar ideas about his 
organization. H e vowed t hat he would 
not serve in any organization where 
men served God fo r pay . H e renounc­
ed all sectarianism , all church regula­
tions, all title save t hat of Christian 
and declared his sole aim was to 
serve Christ , act according to the 
Golden Rule, and t o live a pure moral 
life. H e sent ou t followers to preach 
in German communit ies in western 
P ennsylvania , Ohio , West Yirginia. 
Indiana, K entucky , and Io,rn. Keil 
designated himself as t he " Central­
sonne" (central sun) and his leading 
subordinates as t he princes and prin­
cesses of ligh t. 

With the break up of some of the 
Rappist Communal colonies in Penn­
sylvania K eil acquired a number of 
followers. They gave him t he idea of 
requiring confessions on delicate topics 
from member of t he ociety and Keil 
seems to have used t he information 
thus acquired as a pO\verful m eans of 
holding followers under his control. 
H o,Yever; K eil had followers , who had 
no desire to become communi ts and 
give up their individualism . H e stead­
fastly refused any written agreement 
for his communal organization. The 
Bethel Society as it was finally organ­
ized was a voluntary gathering of like 
minded individuals, never incorpor­
ated , who e foundation was the Bible 
and ,vhose motto was the Golden Rule. 
I t was held together by the in­
domitable and powerful will and 
influence of its leader. When that 
ended , the organization di banded. 
M embers · entered . the society under 
certain pledges, verbally made, and 
departed when conditions became 
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unbearable. Keil in setting up the 
western project promised his follower. 
plenty of hard work , bread and water. 
\'oluntarily they could enter the 
group ; there was nothing parti cularly 
exclusive about the Bethel Society. 
Thi. was a clever idea . ince public 
opinion in Mi souri frontier democ-
racy was bitterly oppo ed to "exclus­
ive" societies . uch as the Mormans 
had organized. 

In 1844 when K eil had obtained 
quite a following he sent three ub­
ordinates west to spy out t he country 
and to select a location for the colony. 
Adam Schuele, D avid Wagner and 
Christian Pres. er mu. t have wandered 
far but finally selected a site in one of 
the choicest agricultural regions of the 
middle west. These men acquired a 
tract of excellent land on Xorth River 
in Shelby County, Missouri. 

In the autumn of 1844 Dr. William 
Keil and his family together with a 
George Miller and a few others a rrived 
in this western country. They spent 
the winter under considerable hard­
ship dwelling; in ome of the old pioneer 
cabin on or near the purchase. In 
the spring of 1845 abou t five hundred 
C'olonists arrived. Some came overland 
hy wagon . Some came by steamboat 
down the Ohio to Cairo, up the Mis-
1-issippi to Hannibal , Missouri , where 
they made quite a sight as their cov­
ered wagons dra,Yn by oxen \YOund 
heir way forty-eight miles westward 

through the tall prairie grasses to 
Shelby County. The women with 
their stiffly starched white caps bob­
bing a long through the waving seas 
o( gras~ presented a unique picture in 
p10neermg. 

The pattern of the Bethel colony 
was most interesting. The land was 
taken in the name of a few individuals 
(Keil and his subordinates) who held 
it for all. The 3,536 acres of land ,ms 
divided into four settlements with 
Bethel a the center of activitv. All 
. ettlements received Biblical ~ames. 
On the south ide of Xorth river , op­
posite Bethel , was :V1amri; one mile 
northwest of Bethel was H ebron; and 
one mile east of Bethel ,rns Elim, 
where K eil lived in his "Governors 
Hou. e." Fami lies liYed in single 
homes hut the unmarried members 
of the colony liYed in "Da. Gras. e 
Ham;'' in Bethel , a sort of communal 
hall. A portion of thi building housed 
the colony storehouse and another part 
represented the hotel , famed for its 
excellent German cooking . Mo t of 
the unmarried people living there 
were bachelors. 

The homes of the colonists ,Yere 
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built close to the .·treet, manv with no 
front yard wh atever. The· . tyle of 
a rchite<'ture was very plain . w·ithout 
porch or ornamentation. Wooden 
frameworks were erected , filled wi th 
brick made in t he colony and plastered 
insiue and outside with mortar. Hinge. 
and locks were handmade. X o greater 
evidence could be had of the high re­
gard these colonists entertained for 
their leader than the "Mansion House" 
which t hev erected for him at E lim . 
Buil t of bi·ick and stone, fifty-two by 
t hirty-six feet and two and one half 
·tories high , this home tru ly symbol­

ized the feudal position of Dr. William 
Keil. It is said that Dr. Keil protested 
this labor of love and later moved into 
a simple brick hou. e. This "Elim 
House" had a large banquet hall wher 
communal parties and feasts were 
held. The house was finished through­
out with hardwood , which at that 
time was the only timber available. 

Bethel became one of the great 
manufacturing centers of the middle 
west. Dr. Keil managed everything 
through superintendents of work. Each 
man and each woman had certain 
duties. There were ranges of labor 
from highly educated and trained 
peoples, through the skilled artisan 
classes, to ignorant and unskilled 
groups in the colony. Eleven hundred 
acres were enclosed in one field and 
cultivated . 

The first steam mill of the section 
replaced Peter Stice's old burr water­
mill. All of the shafts of this mill were 
made of hardwood. The colonists 
establi. hed a distillery, a tannery and 
a colony laundry. All of these insti­
tutions used much hot "·ater and they 
invented a conveyor pipe by hollowing 
out long straight beams about twenty 
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feet long and a foot or a foot and a half 
in diam ler. With a spcc-ial drill the:v 
drilled a two inc-h holC' through thP 
entire beam. By hollowing ou L the 
la rger end of the beam and tapering 
the other end the_v made a joint. This 
was then rcndNed watertight by 
taping this join t with flax or hemp 
dipped in tar. All fixtures and tools 
were made bv hand , metal ones usuallv 
being const;·ucted at the blaC'ksmith 
shop. 

From the tannery leather for shoes 
was obtained. Bootinaker. constructed 
stout workshoes, which were pur­
chased from these German artisans by 
nearbv Yankee settlers for themselves 
and their slaves . 

In thi. early period deer were plenti­
ful in :\1.issouri and doeskin gloves 
were made under the direction of the 
head-glovemaker, Adolph Pflugk. 
"Bethel doe. kins" were known over 
the country and in ] 858 at the X e,Y 
York World Fair they took first prize. 

For the operation of the tannery 
large supplies of oak bark were neces­
sary. vVhen the colonist. heard of a 
contemplated clearing of the land they 
would propose to cut dmYn - the oak 
trees on condition that they might peel 
off the bark for thei r own use. Every 
man in the colony regardless of trade 
would assist until the task was done. 

Abundant ,rnlnut timber on the 
banks of Xorth River furnished mate­
rials for the carpenter and cabinet 
maker. From their flax fields came the 
thread for linen weaving. From their 
flocks of sheep that roamed the X orth 
River Hills came the ,Yool of the 
clothing. The colony hatter made felt 
hats from the fl eece of lambs and the 
fur of rabbits. "Bethel felts" were well 
kno,Yn in the region. 
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Con,mon shr ll r rs \\'C'n' providrd for 
lhrir livrs toek. At Brlhrl a hu µ;<' 
"Bank-B a rn " onr hundrrcl and l W<'nl v 
h.'· fo rty-r igh t frrl \\·as const ru clrci. 
In thr t rrnwndous lo fl \\·as sLored 
the ha_\' of the eomm unil_\·. A la rge 
barn was provided for the work <·at LI<' 
and a huge pigst_\' a lso waH built at 
Bethel. At Hebron there m1s a lar11;<' 
barn for the co ws and stock cattle. 

The distillNv furn iHhed them wilh 
alcohol-hut d;·unkenrwHs waH held in 
utter contrmpt. The co rn and rye 
,Yhiskev of Bethel \\·as freelv u:-;ed hv 
nearh:/ He! t INs who paid· excel le,{ t 
prices for Uris product. 

The comme rcial eC'onomic organiza­
tion of the colom ' is of interest. There 
\\·as a colony ·treasurer who took 
charge of t he ·rundH; t hen there was a 
common sto rehouse with a com mi H­
sal'\' to a llot to each what waH needed. 
The married coupl e:-; reC'ei\'ed food and 
clothing from the storehouse. There 
are no records of financial transactions 
at Bethel and a ll of theHe see m to have 
been done on faith. There ,Ycrc some 
priYate earnings allowed in the colon_v. 
T his income the.'' were not compelled 
to turn over to the central coffers bu t 
each person could use i l to provide 
things not obtainable from t he socict_v 
store. From their gardens and from 
t he labor of the skilled a rtisans there 
,\·ere pri vate earnings. The cconom_v of 
Bethel was a strange mixtme of re­
ligious communism, unbound by writ­
ten contract, and the rugged sc lf-suffi­
cienC_\' and private individua lism so 
characteristie of the A mcrican frontier. 

The socia l life and organization of 
the colony like,\·isC' waH a mixture of 
old world .German C'ustom and fron t ie r 
work-play C'ulture. In 1848 the col­
onists buil t a beautiful ehurch building 
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of hriC"k with a <·ornnutndinµ; t.ow<'r. 
ThC' interior was fini s lr <'d in IH'a1 1liful 
b lack walnut lumlwr; t lw floor was 
madC' of larp;C' rC'd tile, while a spa<·ious 
gal IN_\' ran a lo ng l h re<' sides of th<' 
ha lf ; near the town a port ion of l he 
gall C' ry was ra il Pd off a nd ir <' r<' lhP 
hand playPd on f Psta l O<·<·asio ns . A 
na rrow pu I pi L stood at onP Pnd. J 11 

lhC' tO\\"('r hung thre<' })('\Is whiC'h rang 
in harmOll\' for LhC' hi-wC'ekhr SC'r\'iCC'S 
Dr. Kei l ·prpached but this slm,np;C' 
church had no nPc'd , 11 0 rpc•ord, no 
ccrcmoni<'s , no dis('iplinP s::.vP Llw 
rchu kc of t hP IC'ad<'r. CNPmoni('s St1('h 
as joining the chur('h, PxpNiC'ncing 
religion. <'tC' .. so common to frontiPr 
chu rchC's , wC'rC' unknown . Ohser\'anc<' 
of thC' Lord'H SuppC'I' \\·as don<' b_v 
gathe rings in private' homC's. l (C'i l had 
no doctrine' lo clcfC'nd or uphold. The 
ch ief aims of his preaching seC'm to 
have he<'n dirC'C'tC'cl toward moral 
li ving , industr_v and LhC' fost<'ring of 
t he progrC'ss of the C"olon-'·. 

Old \\'Orld cuHtoms of cC'IC'hraLions 
of special da_\'S \\'Cl'C' ohsNved. KC'il's 
hirthda,· ,\-aH a colonv holidav. then 
came EaHtcr. Pentecost ' Harvest feasl . 
and Christmas. ~lo,;t of lhC'HC' wC'rC' 
held in the µ;rcat banquet hall aL Elim. 
Everyone \\' afi welcome' from within 
and ~\'ithouL Lhe co lony to ,;hare in the 
feast. A proce,;sion formed in BC'LhC'I 
and led bv the colony hand marched 
to E lim . ;flw band p·layed during thC' 
ent ire feast and in thC' C'ven ing there 
,\·as dancing. At Ch ri stmas timC' the 
church was dC'coratcd with hYO la rge 
trees. ThC' celebration began at fou r 
o'clock in t he morning ,\·ith a talk 
by thC' prC'acher a nd congregational 
singing and music b_\' t hC' band. Then , 
huge ba,;kcts of cakes. applcH and 
candy were distrihu tC'd to the colonists 
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and sl rnnµ;<' rs a li k<'. Tlw two 'h ri i'>l­
ma,; t r< 'C's rPmai rwcl up until :\'"c•w 
Y <'a r's a nd LhC'n the µ;i fts on Lh<'m wPrc• 
giv<'n Lo LhC' c·hildrPn of LhP c·olony. 

One' of the' gr<'al inl('l'C',;Ls of LhP 
GPrman p<'oplc' was a lways music. 
l(Pil urp;Pd t lw organization of a band 
a nd finallv 11nd<'r th<' dirC'cLion of 
Ffrnr,v Fin.ck at w<•nty-four pi<'<"C' c·r­
man Band was organizPd to givP 
wC'ekly c·on<·erLs a nd to play on festal 
occasions. Thpir in HLrumc•nLH, many 
handmade' a nd somp from the mas te,:s 
of thC' o ld c·o t111 t ry . were' ,;aid Lo be 
\'C'rV fin<' . 

1\. <·ornmon sC'hoo l wa.- estab li shed 
with on<' hundrPd Lhirty pupils by 
Moses :\1ill('I'. InHtru cLion waH in 
English. Dr. K C' il wa,; oppos d to 
highC'r Pducal ion saying that it spoiled 
worker.- in the soc ietv. It .-e ms that 
an aspiring :voung man would be per­
mittC'd to go to sc hool at the expense 
of t hC' co lony , provided he acqu ir <l 
somC' knowledge' t hat would he of 
immediate' bcncht to the co lony. 

During the a lifornia Gold. Rush 
Dr. Kei l became intC'r sted in the far 
west and dC'cidcd to send a group of 
men lo invcf't igatC' the Oregon oun­
try. ThC'se men reported favorab ly on 
a region in Washington and Kei l pre­
pared to go there. 

In 1855 a strange' transcontinental 
journey was begun across the plains 
to the new " promised land." Dr. 
K cil 's Ho n h ad desired to go to Oregon 
and before the trip cou ld he made the 
bov sickened and died. The father 
bacl promi.-ed his son that he would go 
to Oregon. So Dr. Keil sent to St. 
Louis , procured a metal casket, filled 
it with alcohol, p laced the boy'· body 
in it and put the casket in the front 
wagon of the , evcnty-five wagon train 
bound for Oregon. About the last of 
M ay or earl_v June the journey began. 
Five month,; were required to makr 
the journey , which ended in disap­
pointment and a miserable winter in 
the Aurora colon-'' · Dr. Keil practiced 
medic ine in Portland, Oregon, and 
wrote contradictory letters back to thr 
Bethel colony, so ~ etimes urging hi~ 
fo llowers to com e to t he Coast and 
sometimes pleading with them to 
remain in Missouri. 

The Bethel colony lost confidence 
in Dr. Keil , who had left t he affairs of 
the Missouri Colony in the hands of 
deputy presidents. The first deput~' 
was Dr. Christopher C. Wolf, who was 
a well educated and very able man. He 
looked to the good of the people and 
under his· rule they were contented. In 

1 

1863 Dr. Wolf led a wagon train of 
1 

forty wagons to Oregon and Andrew e 



FALL, 1947 

Giesy had charge of the colony. After 
Giesy's term, .Jacob G. Miller had 
charge until Dr. Keil's dea th in 1877 . 
The m embers of the Oregon Colony 
then asked for a division of the B ethel 
property . 

The entire B ethel colony was ap­
praised by disinterest ed p ar t ies ; pro­
ra ted to the individua ls according to 
t he lengt h of time t hey ha d b een 
members. Each _m ale m ember who 
was a minor when he joined t he colony 
counted his m embership from t wen ty 
years of age a nd each fem ale from 
eighteen years of age. Each m em b er 
was a llowed t he value of t he p roperty 
he had put in wit h ou t inte rest . 

The appraisers fo und that t he 
Bethel community was obligated to 
the Oregon communi ty to t he a m ount 
of $17 ,000. T h e rem ainder of the 
property was aggregated and d ivided 
by the whole number of years the col­
onists ha d served . Each m a le was 
entit led to better t h a n twenty-eight 
dolla rs yearly fo r t he t im e he was a 
member and each fema le to eighteen 
dollars . It is interest ing to note t hat 
no law suit s grew ou t of this dissolu­
tion . 

Commu nal life seemed not to have 
unfitted t he m embers of t he colony for 
individua lism. T hey cont inued t heir 
farming , trades 'a nd professions and 
have done well. P ecu nia ry gain from 
membership in the society was not 
la rge . But these people h ad a ll of t heir 
wants supplied and lived wit hout care. 
T hose less able ones proba b ly h ad a 
better living tha n they wou ld h ave 
had if left to themselves . The a rt isans 
and well trained doubt less would h a , ·<:' 
done bet te l' under individua lism . 

The fail ure of thi s experimen t seems 
to have b een due to three t hings: (1) 
loss of their t rusted leader ; (2) loss 
of many a ble young m en to t he Oregon 
colony during Civil 'v\Tar where th c_v 
went to escape d raft into th e U nion 
Army; (3) out m odi ng of com muna l 
life by growing indi vidu alism , as the 
a rea surrounding Bethe l sett led u p 
and the colonists observed t he t hri v ing 
of th eir independent n eighbo rs. 

It rem ains a uni qu e expe rim en t i n 
X ortheast Mi , ·souri in search of a n 
ideal commonwealth whe l'e "equ a l 
rights t o a ll a nd special pri vileges to 
none." P erh a ps i t suppo rts t hQ t heo ry 
that Am erican democracy , as Ame ri ­
cans understand a nd p ractice i t , was 
an outgrowth of the fron t ie r . B ore t h e 
twin policies of rngged individualism 
and communal neighborly regard fo r 
the welfare of on e's fe llow m an b red 
the way of li fe whi ch Americans strug­
gle to main t a in and perfect. 
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-BASIL BREWER 
Editor-Statesman 

(Continued from P age 5) 

cer t ain , M r . B rewer , like m any ot her 
patriotic citizens , felt t hat furt her 
glossing over t he U. S. F leet disaster 
a t P earl H a rbor no longe l' was excus­
able. Wit h t he inst inct of a t rue news­
paperman , h e assigned himself to a 
lone mission of fe rret ing ou t the fact s . 

In ext ensive trave ls about t he coun­
t ry to get a t t he t rut h , M r. Brewer 
int erviewed many persons who had 
first-ha nd knowledge of t he underly ­
ing facts . T hese included Owen .J . 
R oberts, then .Jus ti ce of th e Suprem e 
Cour t , Army a nd X avy m en of t he 
highest rank , a mong t hem Adm iral 
Thomas C H a rt , commander-in-chief 
of the Asiatic F leet , as well as m en 
who were a t P earl H arbor when t he 
.Ja ps st ruck . 

The resu lting full-page edi tori a l , 
" T he Trut h of Pearl H a rb or ," was 
widely republish ed . It was hailed by 
m a ny as t he fin:::t clea r exposit ion of t he 
even ts th a t led up to t he Pearl H a rbor 
disaster. It spotligh ted eviden ces of 
laggard th inking a nd complacen t Ad­
m ini:::;tration leadership in ·w ashington 
as responsi blc fo r t he fai I ure of both 
Army a nd . • avy to be on the a le rt 
when t he c ri sis cam e. 

Thousands of letters. n early unani­
m om, in t heir endo rsem en t of l\1r. 
B rewer 's statemen ts , poured in to his 
ma il fo llo wing p ublication of t he edi­
to ria l "Half At \ Var-Half Asleep." A 
simil a r nation\\"idc respo nse h as re­
su lted from publication of his other 
edi to ria ls on subjects of nat ion a l and 
internatio na l impo rtan ce. 

A n episode of t he March of T ime 
motion p icture, " lVl. r. and Mrs. Amer­
ica", issued in 1945. in t he inte rests of 
hemispheri c so lidarit:v , p ictmed 1\1r. 
Brewe r at hi s ~cw Bedford desk. 
writin g one of his crnsading editoria ls 
-an evidence of the recognition his 
artic les achi eved. 

T h <:' Standard-Times ha:-; thou:::;and:-; 
of Po rtugcse-Amc rican readns. Xe"· 
Bedford h as a g reater numbN of citi­
zens o f P o rt ug uese blood than a ny 
othe r commu nit,y in t he United States. 
The effo rts an d co nt ri bu t ions of this 
nationa li ty g roup in the ('Ommunity. 
and Po rLugal's contribut ion to Lhe 
win n ing of W orl d \1/ar II th rough iLs 
b enevolen t neutrali ty , espcc- ia lly 
t hrough its granting a ir bases in t he 
Azores to t he All ies , a lways have 
received recogni t ion in T he Standard­
Timcs . In a ppreciation of Mr. B rcw­
~r 's attiLudc as exp rcs, cd by his news­
pa pe r , th e P o rtu guese Government, 

P AGE 9 

t his Summer decorated him wit h the 
insignia of a Knigh t Offi cer of the 
An cien t and Most N"ob le M ilitary 
0 rder of Ch rist of Portugal. T his is 
t he highest civilian honor t he Portu­
gu ese Governmen t bestows . 

Air-minded fo r many yea rs, Mr . 
Brewer travels by plane a lmost ex­
clusively. H is newspa pers have t heir 
own amphibian , which t hey use ex­
tensively on phot ographic and other 
assignments . R ecently E. Ant hony 
and Sons, Inc., acquired a X avion and 
a fleet of Cessn as, whi ch a re based at 
N ew Bedford's excellent muni cipal 
airport a nd arc used in t he company's 
newly established fligh t school. 

A R epublican in polit ics, Mr. B rew­
gave all-out editoria l support to t he 
Presidential candidacy of t he late 
W endell Wi llkic. . 

M r . Brewer was born J u ly 22 , 1884 , 
at Rush H ill , .'.\!Io . After graduation 
from Northeast M issouri State Teach­
ers College , where he wrote the words 
of "Old M issou", he taught school 
fo r a short t ime. He stud ied at the 
U niversity of C hicago from 1903 to 
1905. He was ,,·ith Scri pps-Howard 
newspa pers from 1908 to 1921 , serving 
as business manager of the Cincinnati 
P ost from 1916 to 1919 and the C leve­
land P ress from 1919 to 1921. He ,,·as 
edi tor and pub lisher of the Omaha 
(X eb.) Morni ng and Evening B ee from 
1921 to 1924 ; p ub lish er and principal 
owner of t he Lansing , Mich. , Capital 
::--.;-cws , 1924-1929 . H e came to X ew 
Bedford March 6 , 1931. as publisher 
and manager of The Evening and 
Sunday Standard and the :;\Iorning 
l\1crcu rv . The :;\Iercurv was di :::;con-
t inued fn 1942 . · 

2\Ir. Brewer married in 1920 the 
fo rmer M a r_v :i\l. Caswell of Hunt ing­
ton, Ind. He h as a so n , GiYen Brewer , 
Los Angele:::; consu lt ing engineer, and a 
d aughter , Mrs . .Ju liet :;\Iaxim of Xe,,· 
Bedford, by a former marriage. His 
younger daugh tCI' , Ali ce Cas,Yell Brew­
er , a Smith College graduate, i:-; a 
graduate studen t of inte rn ational af­
fa irs at Co lumbia University . He has 
t,Yo sisters, l\ I rs . :;\1argaret 11cKasson 
(l\Irs. Omer D .) of Kirksville, l\Io . . 
a nd Miss .Jessie Brewe r of Pasadena , 
Cal. 

For vacations, 2\Ir . Bre,,·er revel:-; in 
t he woods and :::;t rcams at his Summer 
hom.e on St . l\ [arv's Ri,·e r at Desbar­
aLs , Ont ., o r v isit's hi s ranch . He i8 a 
good shot as ,,·e ll as a n enthusiastic 
fi she rman . 

E lburn Orland Grego ry, 1944, i,-; 
Leaching in the Kcr:::;ey I·Iigh School. 
Gree ley , Co lorado. 
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A. B. Chance Colllpany Marl~s Its Fortieth 

A. B. Chance 
Founder and Board Cha irman 

The manager of the telephone com­
pany in Centralia, Mo. , was a sorely 
troubled man one winter night in 1912. 
A severe s leet storm was icing his tele­
phone lines and threatening to put the 
entire system out of commission. As 
superintendent of service, head lines­
man , and man-of-all work he strove 
through that nigh t to keep the lines 
clear , but to no avail. 

He had ,rnrried through the night 
while working , but he had be0n think­
ing, too, turning over in his mind ideas 
that could possibl_v speed up the 

Anniversary 
lengt hv , costly repair job h e knew lay 
ahead.· Xew poles had to be installed. 
new " ·ire strung , and a lmost every pole 
straightened and re-a nchored. 

Anchoring the poles worried him 
most-and ,Yith reason. It took more 
t ime than any other repair job . The 
system of a nchoring then in use was 
not part icula rly effi cient. The usual 
method wa::; to bur_v a log deadman . 
some four feet long and 10 to 15 inches 
in diameter a hd then cu t a channel for 
the attach ed rod , thus making an 
anchor. 

Under normal conditions. one man 
cou ld put in but two or three deadmen 
in a day. If only a better , easier in­
stalled anchor could be devised! This 
telephone manager , A. Bishop C hance. 
was al o an inventor and had been 
operating since 1907 a small factory 
in an abandoned church, where pole 
line hardware and lightning arresters 
were m ade. 

As an inYentor , manufacturer , and 
manager he had met many discourag­
ing situations , but he was neYer afraid 
to try a new idea . He had decided that 
a smalle r log or smalle r hole ,,·ould be 
a life-saver , even if only temporary. 
With this thought , he dug a hole at 
right angles to the guy wire instead 
of the old in-line wav. Xext he drove a 
rod in to the earth ·at right angles to 
the hole a nd in line with the guy wire . 
The log was slipped into the hole , an-

A. B. Chance Factory and Office at Centralia 

F. Gano Chance, President 

chored to t he end of rod , and t he ne,r 
anchor was complete. 

Repairs were completed swiftly. 
Maintenance cre" ·s liked t he new an­
chors , which didn't slip or creep be­
cause the pull ,vas against solid eart h . 
rather t ha n the displaced soil of the 
old method. A metal plate ,ms a na t­
ural development to replace t he log. 
for it made fastening t he rod far 
simpler and strengthened t he an chor 
materiallv. 

So the · C ha nce X ever-Creep Anchor 
,rn.· born, and with it t he foundation of 
the A. B. C han ce Co mpa ny was m ade 
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secure. From that day forward , t he 
8mall pole line hardware pl~nt in t he 
abandoned church-started in April 
1907-grew steadily unt il today , seven 
modern brick buildings hou e nearly 
400 employee in factories and offices 
n.t Centralia, Mo., and San Francisco , 
C~lif. 

With the ~ ever-Creep Anchor as t he 
C'ornerstone of t he business , Mr. 
Chance gradually expanded his plant .­
In 1917 the organiza tion moved into a 
two story brick building strategically 
located between t racks of t wo main 
line railroads at Centralia. 
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Within a few years the Company 
was making all major types of anchors 
of the day and an expanded list of 
pole line hardware, bringing t he indus­
try into competit ion with other manu­
facturers. This competition was met 
,mcces fully during t he middle 1920's 
by increasing t he manufacturing facili­
ties and developing new products , so 
that the Company was able to weather 
the depression following the stock 
market crash of 1929. 

A. B. Chance Co. Switch Plant-San Fran cisco 

Until 1932 the Company was opera­
ted as a proprietorship by Mr. Chance, 
but in 1932 it was incorporated to fa­
cilitate handling of t he now greatly 
expanded organization. 

Five years later in 1937 t he Tips 
Tool Company of T aylorville, Ill. , was 
purcha, ed and in t he following year 
the factory was moved to Centralia 
and the corporat ion absorbed in t he 
parent company . 

The Tips Tool Company was a 
pioneer in t he manufacture of live 

line tools- tools for working trans­
mission and distribution lines without 
shutting off t he cu rrent. 

The Chance Company did consider­
able research engineering on t his new 
phase of the business and today 
Chance H ot Line Tools a re knov.:n and 
used t he world over by electric u t ility 
organizations . T he slogan , " There's 
X othing T oo Good Where Life I s At 
Stake," completely exemplifies t he be­
lief of the people who make t hese 
tools. T heir never-failing dependabil-

First Factory- 1907-Abandon ed Ch urch Building 

/ 

ity has brough t the Company an en­
viable reputation in t he field, and has 
m ade it po. sible for electric power 
companies to give customers uninter­
rupted service by working lines hot. i 

I n 1940 Mr. Chance moved up t o 
chairman of t he board of directors and 
his son , F. Gano Chance, became pres­
ident and general manager. At the 
same t ime t he execu tive organization 
was increased in the important man­
agement, sales, and production posi­
t ions. U nder t he presidency of ..Yir. 
Gano Chance, t he Company has con­
tinued its sound progress through the 
war and postwar years. 

When the U. S. entered World War 
II in D ecember 1941 , the Company's 
manufacturing facil it ies were put at 
the disposal of the ,rnr effort. ~Iany 
specia l products-far remo,·ed from 
t he regular line-were made for use 
by the services until it was found that 
the U. S. Army Signal Corps ,rntdd 
requi re 90 per cent of the normal 
peacetime products made by the Com­
pan:•,. Thereafter ,Yar production stay­
ed in those channels, and the produc­
tion record set by the employees ,yas 
an outstanding one. 

In December of 1945 the post"·ar 
plans of the Company l egan to ma­
teria lize ,Yith the acquisition of the 
Bowie S\,·itch Company of San Fran­
cisco , a move "·hich di,·crsified the 
line e,·en fmthcr and made for in­
creased job security. By mid-1946 the 
California plant was Chance-operated, 
with seYeral former Centralians at the 
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helm. Production is in fu ll s,ving no,,· 
at th e A. B. Chance S,,·itch Division. 

While the history of the Chance 
Company is intricately tied up " ·ith 
the li fe of A . B. Chance , its progress 
and gro,Yth has not been the result of 
one man's labors but rather the com­
bined effort and cooperation of man_\· 
people under the common sense , 
do,Yn-to-earth leadership of the 
founder. 

The Company has paid its own ,yay 
in that it ,ms not founded or expanded 
with capital or land furnished by the 
town, but Centrali a has gro,Yn and will 
grow further through it association 
,Yith the industry. Ample proof of 
that is seen in the comparison between 
the depression-day payroll of $100,000 
per year and the present $900 ,000. 
::viost of this money is . pent in Cen­
tralia. 

W orking conditions for people in the 
factories and offices have been con­
stantly improved. They compare fav­
orably with those found anywhere in 
t he country. 'IVages have risen .·tead­
ily, while the Company has held to its 
fundamental creed of making q uality 
products available to cu tomers at a 
fair price in a competitive market. 

An outstanding Chance program for 
employee security is the Profit Sharing 
System, a savings trust fund to which 
employees may contribute and e tab­
lish an account. The Company guar­
antee at least 10 per cent of its net 
operating income after taxes to this 
fund each year , and in . ome years has 
paid more than the pledged lO per 
cent. 

Other job dividends accruing to 
employees and their families through 
a friendly , realistic industria l relations 
policy a re group insurance, including 
hospitalization and surgical benefit , 
yearly physical examinations, afety 
glasse., recreational facilities in A. 
Buford Chance 1\Iemorial Park , em­
ployee magazine, educational and 
training program. , a suggestion system 
and vacations with pay. 

That i . the fortieth anniver. ary 
. tory of the .·t ill forward-looking A. B. 

hance ompany-an organization 
whi~h ha. contribut d , through engi­
nC'enng , resear·ch , and production , in 
imbstantial measure to the electrical 
indu.-t ry , and, through it. , ound ever­
building policy . to the welfare 'or its 
p<'opl and the ir community. 

. Vera Dak Fif~ , 1941 , hold,' a po. i­
twn a.· r sr1-Yat1ons ag<'nt with thC' 
Am rican Airline'. . Her addrrss is 
1400 Roblar Road , herman Oaks . 

alifornia. 
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HOMECOMING 
The 1947 ver ·ion of Homecoming 

\Yas, in the opinion of many, the best 
that has been held in recent years. 

Blue Key Fraternity ,Yas respons­
ible for the over-all planning for the 
day's activities. The Student Council 
and other groups cooperated to make 
the occasion a memorable one. 

At an assembly rally on the morn­
ing of Xovember 7, Miss Elsa Web­
bink, Augusta, Missouri , was crowned 
Homecoming Queen . James Cheva­
lier, Class of 1933 , Principal of Mob­
erly Junior High School addressed the 
students and old grads. 

Charles Kauzlarich , Class of 1935, 
Assistant Professor of Business Edu­
cation , served ably as Master of Cere­
monies for t he program. President 
Ryle welcomed the group and pointed 
out that in order for a person not to 
be disappointed by changes taking 
place there ,·hould be a series of home­
coming throughout the years. 

An excellent parade at noon t ime 
preceded the game between Maryville 
and Kirksville at 3 :00 p .m. The loss 
of the game to Maryvi lle was the 
only event to mar the day's program. 

A number of high school bands from 
X ortheast Missouri participated in 
the parade and were guests of t he 
College at the football game. 

George Olsen and his nationally 
known orchestra were featured at the 
Homecoming dance in t he evening. 
A large crowd was present and many 
former student who were unable to 
attend the events of the day were 
pre ent for the dance. 

AL 1\1 rI LUNCHEON - ST. LOUIS 
At the annual a lumni luncheon held 

in. t . L?ui: during the meeting of t he 
M1.-. oun tate Teacher. Association 
one hundred and twenty-five fo rmer 
students and friends of "the Teacher. 

oll _ge gathered for a deligh t ful 
reunion. 

E!spccially gratifying was t he t urn­
out of a group of recent graduates of 
th<' ollege. In commenting on t his 
fact Dr. \Valter H. R yle, P resident of 
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the College said , " I am highly pleased 
to see such a la rge tu rnou t of recent 
graduates. It is indicative of t he 
interest you have in t he welfa re of 
vour Alma :\1:ater ." 
" The motion pictures which were 
shO\Yn were universally liked by t hose 
present since many of them had not 
been on the ca mpus fo r a number of 
years and were amazed at t he changes 
,Yhich have taken place . 

In addition to the shor t talk by 
President Ryle and the movies shown, 
J ack Acuff, sophomore music major 
from Paris. :\1:issou ri , gave several 
Yocal select ions, accompanied at the 
piano by Stephen :\1:el vin, Lancaster, 
::.\1issouri. 

ALUMNI NOTES 

Wayne A. F rederick , Class of 1936, 
is teaching at Newman School , New 
Orleans, Louisiana . Wayne was a 
major in social science during his at­
tendance at K. S. T . C. 

Leon Fox, 1937 , returned to his 
posit ion wit h t he Mercantile Com­
merce Bank and Tru ·t Company in 
St. Louis, after his service in the 
Pacific with t he Navy during the 
war. Leon is now living at 5347 
Gladstone, X ormandy , Mis ouri. 

Ralph Seibold , 1938, social science 
major from Rhode I sland , is now an 
instructor at Mohawk College, Utica, 
New York . 

E lmer Osborn, 1939, who majored 
in physical education and social sci­
ence is teaching in the high chool at 
H owe, Texas . 

Lloyd L. Ga rrison , 1940, whose 
home town was Shelbyville is now 
located at Missouri Valley College, 
Marshall , M issouri. 

F lossie E lizabeth H erring,· 1943, 
formerly of E lsberry, Mi ouri , i 
teaching in t he E corse, Michigan, 
Publi c Schools . Address : 41 West 
Westfield , Ecorse 18, Michigan. 

Lowell R. Gudka, 1945, chemistry 
major, has a posit ion as chemist and 
bacteriologist with Corn Produc 
R efining Corporation in Kansas City. 
Address: 3514 Tracy Avenue. 

K enneth Kurz , 1946, who majored 
in Busine s E ducation , is an account­
an t fo r the Veterans Administration, 
Springfield , Illinois. · 

From time to t ime it is planned to 
publish news items about a lumni and 
t heir activ ities . A special edition of 
:X EM OSCO PE devoted to alumni will be 
printed in the pring of 1948. Alumni 
a re requested to submit information 
about themselve for publication in the 
maga zine.-THE EDITOR. 


