
i Prospero Ano Nuevo!, Frohliches Neves Jahr, 
Beatus Novus Ann us, Bonne Annee 

A splash of perfumed water, a gift of 
money in a red envelope, a late-night vigil 
to visit relatives .... These aren' t party 
hats, noisemakers and "Should Auld 
Acquaintance Be Forgot/ but they are 
means of breaking in the new year. 

While NMSU faculty and students from 
Monett, Mo., to Boston raised the spirits of 
1987 on Dec. 31, foreign faculty and 
students remembered traditions of their 
own just as successful in aging Father Time. 

LATIN AMERICA, 

Here. t he New Year celebration mirrors 
the Hispanic emphasis on the family and 
the Church. 

"In Latin America, i t is very important for 
the family to be together at the stroke of 
midnight," native Costa Rican Vera Piper, 
instructor of language and literature, said. 

Families attend Mass on New Year's 
eve-New Year·s day is a Catholic holy day 
of obligation to commemorate the circumci­
sion of J esus . 

"In Chile, (as in other Latin American 
countries) we visit relatives after the Mass. 
Then we go to parties with friends/ fresh­
man Juan Velasco said. 

Often, Velasco said, the streets are team­
ing with people en route to visit relatives 
after Mass. 

The biggest difference between the cele­
brations here and in Latin America? The 
noise level, Piper said. 

"It's so quiet here. In Costa Rica, you can 
hear the noise; there's lots of music and the 
church bells ring,., she said. 

WEST GERMANY, 

Noisemaking during the New Year celebra­
tion, according to an ancien t belief, drove 
out the evil spiri ts of the old year. Today's 
tradition in the U.S. of small noisemakers 
and blow horns is just an echo of earlier 
days here when men and boys fired their 
shotguns to blast away the old year. Besides 
the fireworks and din at Times Square in 
New York City, t he most noise the average 
American makes is with his mouth. 

West Germans, though, have noisemaking 
down to an art. 

"What is certainly different in West 
Germany," said graduate student Heinz 
Greschke, "is that we use firecrackers. I 
think Germany is the only place even in all 
Europe where they still use fireworks. It is a 
big show." 

The traditional West German New Year 
meal: carp and a type of j elly doughnut. 

JAPAN: 

The Japanese spend the first three days of 
the year "drinking lots of sake and beer ," 
senior Mitsuyuki Yamada said. 

They also spend those days visiting rela­
tives and the shrine of Buddha. 

"We pray for a successful year," Yamada 
said. 

CHINA, 

"Parents put money in a red envelope and 
give it to the children," Hong Kong native 
senior Ernest Mak said, explaining a 
Chinese New Year tradition. The amount can 
vary from a few dollars to hundreds of dollars. 

The Chinese use a lunar calendar; the 
date of New Year's day varies between Janu­
ary to February and lasts three days. The 
New Year feast is more important t han 
Christmas to the Chinese. The three days 
are spent visiting relatives and eating tradi­
t ional foods. They have a special flower tree 
to symbolize the New Year, and an all-night 
open market is held Dec. 31. 

"Oh, yes, and we have all-night TV," Mak 
said, a rare treat in China. 

LAOS, 

You could get doused with a bucket of 
water on New Year's day in Laos. 

The celebration, which is their religious 
new year from Apri l 13 th rough 16, includes 
a tradition that everyone must remain wet 
for three days. The tradition stems from the 
blessing of the Buddha shrine with holy 
water at the beginning of the new year 

"The young people go to the-beaches to 
swim during these three days/ senior 
Khamphouang Ratanabovorn said. 

Similar to our noisemaking, the houses in 
Laos are swept clean of evil spiri ts before 
the new year. 

"We also celebrate J an. 1. We call it 
the in ternational New Year. But, in April , it 
is a much bigger party/ Ratanabovorn sa id. 

FRANCE, 

A large main meal on Jan. 1, le reveillon, 
is the center of the French New Year cele­
bration. The traditional goose with chestnut 
stuffing, champagne and pate make up the 
meal. Aunts, uncles and cousins flock 
together to celebrate. 

"This New Year will be particularly diffi­
cult for t he French," Betty McLane-Iles, 
assistant professor of French, said. "They're 
having a national railway strike that has 
just paralyzed the country," she said. Euro­
peans depend heavily on the railway system 
for trave l. 

The French give small gifts, le etrennes, 
and cards to celebrate the New Year. 

"The New Year is primarily a fam ily time 
together. Sometimes, the family will go to a 
restaurant to celebrate on New Year's eve. 
But, New Year's day, t he family celebrates 
at home," McLane-Iles said 



N 0 

1987 Spring 
Semester 
Schedule 
Tue day,Jan. ti 
8:30a.m.-llegielration 
Re11idencehallsandapartment1open 
Wednei,day, Jnn. 7 

R 

!..ate rogistralion, today through Jan . 13 
Freeadd/drop,todaythroughJan.13 
7:30a.m.-claaworkbogina 
5-7:30 p.m.-Regiatration ror evening clas,o , 
today throughJan.13, Registrar'aO(fico, 
A/1-1104 
7 p.m.-Firt1011ionofevoningcluees 
Saturday, ,Jan . 10 
8a.m.-Regist.n1.tionfor(andfiret.101ionof) 
8atu rdaycla 1e1. llogi1t.rat.ion wi ll be held in 
classrooms 
Tuesday, Jan. 13 
I.A tday toregi1torand/or add clH101 
Wedne day,Jan. 14 
Chango of chedule fee (tO) begins 
'li1e day,Jan. 27 
I..aetdaytodropfi1t-halfblookooun11,e"·ith­
ou t code 
•'riday, J,'eb. 6 
Graduation applicat.iona forundoraraduatM 
(4yr. & 1 &2yr.oort.)duo 
'l'ueKday, 1-'eb. 10 
Lil tdRy to drop fir&t.-halfblockoour oawith 
code 
Lastdaytorccciverefund fo r withdrawal from 
school 
'J'ue8day, feb. 17 
Wt.dayLodropfull-some1toroour1eswiLhout 
code 
t'riday, t'eb. 27 
Mid-term 
Lastdayoffirst-halfblock courses 
louday, 1arch 2 

Firt.dayofsecond-halfblock.coure 
Fri day, larch 6 
7p.m.-Re idenoohallscloe 
lond.ty, larch 9 

l lidLermbreak.bogin 
SundaJ', March 16 
IOa.tn .-Bcsidencehall sopen 
Monday, March 16 
7:30a.m.-Classesresume 
TueKday, lareh24 
LA tda)'todropfull-eme tercour&ea,.-itbcode 
Friday, Mardi 27 
LAtd11ytodrop econd-halfblockcour e 
without code 
Friday, April 10 
LA. t day to drop econd-halfblock oour es 
with code 
Thursday, April 16 
7:30a.n1.-Spri ngvacationbogin& 
1'11(' day, April 21 
7:30a.m.-CIR ere ume 
Monday, lay 4 
7:30a.m.-Final ex11mination begin 
1'hur day, lay 7 
Op.m.-Finalexaminatioll& ond 
f'riday, la~• 8 
IO a.m.-Com mencomont 
2p.m.-Re idencehallsandapartmont cloo 

T H E A s T 

THIS WEEK 
NOTES 
1'he 'orthea.&t Today ont.ry doRdline i& 5 p.m. tho 
Wednesday prior to lionday'ai sue. Formaaroavai\­
able in tho Public Relations Office, NH 202 

Student Senate applications for a freshman repre­
sentative and councilman will be available Wednes­
day. Applicat.ions aro due at 5 p.m., Jan. H, in tho 
Student Senato Office, SUB. Cla e representatiYe 
must maintain a 2.2 GPA, and councilmen mu t 
mt11.intain a 2.5 GPA. For more information, contact 
tho Student Senato Office, 785-4193 

The Suackba.r, SUB, will be open from 8 a.m.-4 p. m 
today,andwillbeopenfrom7a.m.-8p.m.begin­
ningTuesday. 

Pickler lemorial Library will be open from 8 

a.m.-5 p.m. today, and from 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Tue day 
Tho library's regular hour& or 8 a.m.-midnighl \Yill 
roaumeon Wedne&day 

Application for grant.I and interoat-froo loan& for 
sorority women aroav1ilable in thoGroek Life 
Office, Ryle Hall Foyer. Applicant& must. be re i­
dont.e of tho greater Kl'l.n as City area and boa 
senior by i.ho fall semester 

An informational mooting and clinio concerning 
Bulldog mascot tryout.a will be hold at. 3:30 p.m., 
Jan. 13, in the Porehing Building Lit.tie Gym 
Tryout&forthomaecot\Yillbo•t3,30p.m., Jan . Hi, 
in the Little Gym 

"Dame at Sea," in tead or ""E l Grande Coca Cola," 
will be tho SA H" Sixth AnnuRI Dinner Theater. It 
begin at.6:30 p.m.,Jan. 16, l7and 18, in the SUB, 
Georgian Hoom. 'l'ioket ue S9 or St'> with an SAU 
slicker. 'l'he price inolude&R buffoHtylo din ner and 
admiUanoe to thoplt11.y.Ticket.&will be11vRilable 
Wednesday through Jan. 16 in the 8AB Office, SUB 

Women interc ted in orority lire may rogi ter for 
Spring Ruh from9a.m.-6:30p.m.,Jan.19-23,in 
tho Greek Li fe Office, Ryle Hall Foyer. Co t is $3, 
and a 2.Ci GPA is required. A Spring Forum about 
ororily life \Yi\l boat 7 p.m., Jan. 2Ci, in the SUU, 

Alumni Room. 

The Re idenee Hou e A sociation ,.-ill &poneor a 
"Dancing in the Sheot.&--Wolcomo Back 'rogt11. Danco," 
from 8-11 p.m., Thursday, in Kirk Gym 

The Residence House Association will meet at 7 

p.m., Jan. 13, in the SUB, Conference !loom. Every­
one is welcome to attend 

•&ck to School, • an 8AB moYie, ,.-ill be ehom1 at 
7 and 9:1~ p.m., Jan. 9, in Baldwin Auditorium 
Admieaion is fil.50 or free ,.-ith an SAB etickor 

Ling-Kang Yeh Go and Roxas Yeh Go, students 
from the Ph il ippines, will display Philippi ne arti­
facts begin ning Jan. 7 in Pickler Memorial Library 
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