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Ro deserving of special attention is 
" The Gro"·th of an I<lea" that the 
entire issue has been devoted to its 
prescn tat ion. 

From the humble but firm beginning 
repre:-;ented by the first building pic­
tured in the oval on this page, t he 
C'olkge has expanded and gl'O\\·n into 
an imprcssi,·e state institution for the 
training of teachers \\·ith phy.-ical 
plant , ·alued at more than five million 
dollar.-. 

The grO\Yth of the physical plant 
has never exceeded a nd in fact never 
equalled the gro,Yth of the idea of the 
preparation of teacher for the public 
school of the state and nation. 

In thi i ue Pre iden t R y! revie\YS 
the philosophy of .Jo ·eph Bald\Yin 
and . h on-. h o,Y his idea of a pro­
fessional . ch ool for t he preparation of 
teachers ,\·a. founded. Dr. R yle goes 
on to trace the development of this 
idea to the present day philosophy of 
the College. 

The pictorial pre.-entation of the 
grO\\·th of the instit ut ion sho,Ys the 
development from it. earlie t clay to 
the present time. 

-EDITOR'S ~OTK 

Dr. Wa lte r H. Ry le becam e Pre id ent in 
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THE GROWTH OF AN IDEA 
\\' ill you go b::tc·k \\·ilh m<' lo tit<' f:lll 

of I ' (HJ°'? At that time' in Loganspo1:t, 
lndia nn , .J oseph Bald\\'111 , ou r ma111 
C'hara<'tC' r , had a l last conw fac·c• to 
fac:<' wit Ii the quC'st ion: What shall J 
make my lir<''s work'] H e \\·as 1101\· 
1tn'st Ii ng 11·i th one of the grc_at cl~•­
C'i,-,ions that a ll men haYc to lac·r 111 
]ifr. Bcforr we can continue, 11·e _must 
roll hack st ill furtlwr the cmtn 111 of 
the pa::;t so \\' C can get a glin~ps<' of_t hc 
,ali<'ll t c,·en ts th at made t l11 s part l('U­

]ar fall of 186(i a crucial OM for 
Balchrin . · 

Our hero at an earlie r clay had co 1~1c• 
under the inf-lu cnce or the dy11am1c·. 
intriguing personali ty or A.lcxandcr 
'ampbcll. In_ fact,. h ' l_1 ad c1: joyccl an 

intimate rclat10nsh1p ,nth th is famous 
churchman haYing liY d in bis home 
as one of t he fam ily 1Yhile attcndin.~ 
Bethany College. It sec ms as if 
..\lexandN Campbell , of " ·hom IH' 
often spoke in later ye~rs1 . had ~ pro­
found influence upon bis hf c. 'i\ h1le a 
rnr mbcr of t he Campbell house hold, lw 
fo.;t ned to many debates b0t11·ecn 
Alexan der Campbell, hi s broth_0r, 
Thomas Campbcll , and othe r le~c~mg 
r hmc·hmen a nd educators t hat n s1t0cl 
in t he homes of t hesc hrn d istingu is hed 
r ligiou: leaden;. From Bethany C'ol­
lcgc Baldwi11 graduated_ on July 4-,_ 
1852, 11·ith the degr0c of Bachelor of 
.\.rts and a diploma s igned by his 
idol- Alexander Campbell. l•ifty-t"·o 
days late r IH' married :-.lis~ ~lien 
Sophronia F lu hart, a stuclcn_t of Hiram 
Colleo·e a nd a classmate oJ .J anws A. e, 

(;arficld. 

Joseph Baldwin 

Jo;;ep h Balcl\\'in at the age of t\\'en­
ly-fiye no\\' po:-;ses~~cl a Bachcl~r's 
degree, a debt , a ,,v1Je, a prepayation 
for t he ministry, and a de. 1r0 to 
preach-but he began to _terich t<: make 
a Ii,·ing. Shortly after his m~rnag0 _he 
ll'a. in P latte City, ?llissoun , as pnn­
cipal of th0 M ale and Female Acade­
my. :-.In,. Balckin also taught that 
year. The next fall 1:·c sec_ the Bald­
wins in Savan nah, l\1 1.-sonn . HcrP l~e 
began his first real p ioneer 11·ork 111 
teacher 0ducation Rince the Sa\'annah 
Collcgiat0 Insti tut io!1 '"~- · ~mo!1g t l~c 
early t eac her 0du cat10n mRt1tut1011s lll 

our tate. · His nc\\· , ·enturc proposed 
to do educat ional " ·ork on a rollegP 
lc,·01 " ·ith the id0a of preparing t0acb­
rrs for the rural sc hools of :-.[issou ri . 
Joseph Bald\\·in was hcginni 1~g to 
ci rca m of 1101\· fields to conqu0r 111 t lw 

On cplcmbe r 10, 191,9 

Be fore the Fa c ulty of the College 

<'d uc·at iona l \\'Oriel. lf c· ,ms not yet 
s ure of himsdf. Ile' 11·as not c·c· rt ain i11 
\\'hat d irection lw ,s lt ou lcl n o,·e, but lw 
1rns trying to find a 11·r y lo do a joh 
Lhat he rcali zcd ought to br clone. a 
\\'ay to attain tlw p rof<'ssional prepara­
tion of tl10sc· 11'110 11·c' rC' l<'aC'h1ng boys 
and p;irls of our Country. 

Teaching lntcr<'sl Grows 

r\ s the nc\\· sehool at aYannah \\'as 
not ready to open in the fall of l 53 lw 
1,·as forced to 1rnil to begin this nc"' 
1·<'11tm<' until t!lC' C'arly 11·peks of l -'51. 
It is significant, I think, that his:-;('('~Jllcl 
keture to tlw st ucl0nts of th is rnstitu­
tion wa,-; eallcd, "EduC'at ion-Thc 
C: rcatcst ~ r ork of Li fp." To me, it is 
an indication that by this time lte had 
begun to Yccr · from the mini,:try. t,o 
that of Pduc-ating karhcrs as his Ides 
mission. At the C' losP of tlw first year 
in Sa Yann alt he again aclclrP,-;secl the 
students saying: 

Th<' , avannah Jnstitutl' haH for its obj ec-t 
the proper dcvclopnl<'nt or the _entire naturC' 
of man. To C'xalt ,rnd ennoble 1nm , and make 
him "·hat he onc·c• 1u1s, a bri!!;hl, reRplPndPnt. 
ima~c or tlw Deit y . Tu brC',\k t lw fC'tter:· of 

f:ds(' s,st1•111 and lnb!' l'dtwation . To 11':t• ·h 
111i•n t;> s!'l,•rt , to rl•ttson, and to d1"1·1d, · for 
t lw111~rlv1•s . l•:arth nor I 1Pa vrn kno\\s 11t1 

mot iv!' mrn·1• pun•, no oi>j!'d mon• nol,lc•. 

It is dC'nr that duri111?; lit is yc•ar he• 
!tad 1110,·c•d OllP sl<'t> f11rt!H'r frnm tlw 
ministry a11cl 0111• -.;(cp nc•arc·r to ~II(' 
lPac·hi11g prof Pssio11 . Tl!(' tH'xt :-;pi:111g 
lw IC'ft :-.Iissouri and rC'tttrn<'d to ::'\c·1, 
( 'nst le', P<'1111-.;y]nu1ia, ll'!t<•rc• lw ltnd 
bcC'JJ horn t 1n·11ty-11i11<' years hc•forc•. 
At this time thcrc' wa,s mnC'lt nH•11l:_d 
('OJJfi ic·t 11·ithin himsdf eonc·prni11g Ins 
li fe's work. lk 11·a:-. sti ll longing for n 
pastorate hut i~ppar~•nlly. cou ld , n_ot 
lo<·atc orH• to Ins sat1sfa<'tw 11 . \\ htlP 
he taught at P latte City '.u1d 'arn1!­
nah ]l(' did some preaching, Intl 1l 
11·as' not a part of his r0gular \\'Ork . 
Then' is ronsidcrahlc e,·idc11c·c that 
his ll'ifC' 1rn11lccl him to he' a tc,atlwr. 

he thought and insisted that IH' was 
a born leac-l1<'r and not a prC'aC'lwr. 
Why he left ~lis:ouri in_ l ?i a1!d rc•­
turnecl to t lH' to\\'n of his birth is not 
cldinitcly rcYeakcl hy the k11;011·!1 
rceonls of' today. There i.- son-1:e rnd~­
cat ion, ho1,·c,·cr, that the d1slt k~ hi s 
1,·ife had for Sa,·annah \\'as an 111Au­
en tial fac-tor in shaping his decisio11 . 
It is sign ifieant tha_t before J_3~!dll'in 
left :-.lissouri he act1 ,·cly part1c-1 pated 
in the o rganizat ion of_ tl:e :-.~issouri 
'tatc Teaelwrs Assor1at1on 111 , t . 

Louis in :-.lay l 56. He also partic-i­
patccl in the diRcussions relati,·c, to tlw 
pstablishment of a stat<' normal school. 
li tt le rralizing that it \\·01ilcl I)(' his 

THE ORIG! AL BALDWIN HALL 
Con struction bega n May 17, 1871, and the ~uilding was occupied January 16, 1873. 
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destiny after fourteen years rolled by 
to l bring that dream to a prac·tical 
reality. 

At :\ liJlersville 

Soon after his return to Xe"· Ca,-t le. 
Balchrin entered tbr Lanca;;ter County 
Xormal School at ~Iillen.,yi ]le, wherr 
Dr. J. P. ,vicken,ham ,rn. President. 

The year at ;1liller,-;yjl)e " ·a;;: an 
important one. " "hilr there hr ,rn,., 
extremely interr;;ted in the problem,;; 
of teacher education. Apparently, his 
chief reason for returning to formal 
college work during the academic· 
y ear of 1856-57 ,ms to give some 
thought and meclitation to the field of 
hi::; growing interest, that of teacher 
education, under the guidance of 
Doctor Wickersham, a pioneer in the 
field of public education. 

Xo doubt he " ·as definitely m­
fluen ced by the program of the 
::\Iillersville school. Doctor Winship, 
speaking at the mweiling of the 
Baldwin Statue on this campus in 
1927, said: 

Baldwin received hi professional baptism 
at Wickersham's ~filler. ville State Xormal 
College and the professional consecration at 
that shrine was responsible for his professional 
evangelism which made him a sort of circuit 
rider in Indiana, where J. B. ~fenYin of , 't. 
Louis discovered him for Kirksville. , 

_ EMOSCOPE 

Establishes College 

Following his year at ::\1:iller -ville, 
he ,ms im·ited by .J . .J. Grigsby, a 
relatiYe to come to Burnettsville, 
Indiana, where he opened the Indiana 
X ormal School in 1858. The follo"·ing 
year be moYed the school to Kokomo, 
Indiana, and here conducted it until 
conditions arising out of the Ci,.-il 
\Yar for eel him to close it in June, 
1863. Of this school :Vlr. Richmond in 
" A History of Howard County," 
Indiana, has this to say: 

The first departure from the old routine of 
teacrung wa introduced here b)· Prof. Joseph 
Bald,,in in 1859. He procured the use of the 
old Chri ·tian Church building in Kokomo, in 
"·hich he began operations, adopt ing ,Yhat is 
known as the ~ormal method of teaching. H e 
uccecdecl in gathering a large number of 

students, and for about three ~-ear labored 
7,ealously and succ·eeded in effecting <]Uite a 
revolution in the mode of teaching an d 
management ... 

This sc hool prospered. Baldwin was 
beginning to bit his ,· tride. He had 
fom1d his mi ·sion in life. In the 
summer of 1862 the citizens of Kokomo 
built him a ~11,000 building that ,ms 
capable of accommodating six hundred 
.;tudent . The future looked bright 
for th e young educator. By the fall 
of 1862, however, dark war cloudH " ·ere 
hanging heavily OYer the nation. By 
the summer of 1863 the North was 
de. ·perately calling for recr~1its . In 

WrKTER, 1950 

Jun e of tha year Joseph Baldwin 
closed his Indiana ~ ormal School, 
and along with many of his .-tudent. 
joined the nion Army. He enli. tee! on 
June 24, 1863, Hix days before the 
Battle of Gettysburg. For him war 
was to mean a captaincy, broken 
health , and disrupted p lans. -2\Iany of 
u · can sympathize 1Yith Bald " ·in for 
we likell'i se have had : imilar expe­
riences. Some of us ha ve t"·ice been 
called upon to .go through such tragic 
days. War has a strange way of 
changing the plans and the courses of 
individuals as well as the currents of 
ciYilization. I am inclined to belieYe 
that had the Civil War not occu rred in 
all probabili ty Baldwin would haYe 
neYer come to I{irksYille to establi h 
the institution that ha.- meant so 
much to so many people. I nstead of 
being looked upon as the Father of 
the teacher education sy. tern of Mi -
souri he would probably have become 
the Father of the teacher education 
, ystem of the State of Indiana. 

, vhile in the army he suffered a 
severe attack of pneumonia that left 
his lungs in bad condition. On ::\!lar ch 
4, 1864, he " ·a. honorably di charged . 
For nearly a year thereafter he sold 
school supplies in Indiana, because 
he had been warned by his physician 
not to re-enter the school room fo r 
two years. It appears, howe ,·er, t hat 

T hi pic ture o f Bald win Hall s h ows it a fte r a portion of th e towe r was removed. 
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The li brary w ing shown above was authorized by t h e Legislature in 190 1. These two buildings were 
destroyed by fire in 1924. 

he remained out of the teaching pro­
fession for less than a year, for in the 
fall of 1864 he was in Logansport , 
Indiana, with his family, as principal 
of the seminary. 

Influe n ce o f ~ l erwin 

Vi'e are now ready to pick up our 
story where we I egan at Logansport 
in the fall of 1866. Josep h Baldwin 
was dissatisfied with his situation 
there. T en years ha\·e golle l y ·ince 
he returned to his native . tatc> to 
study under the guidance oJ Dr. J. P. 
Wicker ham . Now he is an experienced 
teacher, a school adm inistrator , a 
Rchool organizer, a Civil War veteran, 
a mini. ter of th gospC'l fired with a 
burning zeal to do something for the 
professional eel ucation of teachers of 
the public schools of our Nation. His 
basic edu ation had bC'<'II completed. 
At thC' age of thirty-nine' llC' was 
nearly ready to laun ch bis lifC' 's work. 
There ·was no lon ger any uncC'rta inty 
in his mind a;., to what he wanted to 
do. His wife who had contend cl from 
the day of their marriage that ho was 
a born tC'aclwr had at last won her 
point. While principal of the . cmi11 ary 
at Logansport, he did co nsiderable 
work in tho cou n ty institute,- of 
Jndiana. During on<' of these in stitute 

campaigns he met l\Iajor John B. 
Merwin of St. Lonis, \\·ho at that 
timC' was editor of the Journal of 
Education. Major Merwin was so 
greatly impressed with Baldwin 's zeal , 
en th u,-iasm , ability, and attitude to­
,rnrd teacher ed ucation that he pre­
Yailecl upon him to comp to Missouri 
for tho purpo e of eotablishing a teach­
er ed ucation in ,-ti t ution. MoreoYer, at 
thC' same timC' he was receiving urgent 
letter,:; from J. J. G rigsby, a relative of 
hi;.,, then liYing in Kirks,·ille imploring 
him to come to tb a t town and eo tablish 
a normal school. RemembN this 
G rigsby is the same person who in­
flu enced him to establish the India na 
Normal School at Burnettsville', prior 
to thC' opC'ning of the Civil W a r. In 
F ebruary 1 67 Baldwin wpn t to St. 
Lo uis to confer with M a jor ~IC'l'\\·in 
and others with t he view of s0lec ting a 
site for the location of a normal sc hool 
in th , 'tal,e. ::\Iajor l\Icrn·in n•com­
mended Kirksville . Baldwin was inter­
c ted in St . Jo. eph . All factors leading 
to the selection of Kirkoville for the 
location of the new venture a rc not 
known I ut th is interesting fact i,- to ld : 

Jl .·o lutµp ened thal Bal<lwi11 had lost hi. 
travelin g; money and wanted 850 that he 
mig;ht, proceed 011 hiR journe.,·. i\fnjor MNwin 
ofkn'd lo len d him the mo 1H'_,·, H:s lw himsC' li' 

ha told it, if Baldwin would go out to Kirks­
vi ll e at once a 11d look over the sit uation 
the re carefull.,·, and added that, if he did not 
like tlw place he need not re fund t he borrowed 
money. 

Arrival In Kit-ksville 

He came to Kirks \·ille on the rail­
road a;., far as ::\,Jacon, then rode on~r­
land in a buggy arriving in KirksYille 
on a cold ,\·inter day, F ebruary 13. 
1867. So far as I can learn he did not 
viRit any other place on his in. pection 
tour. B efore leaYing Kirk ville he 
made arrang 1nents fo r t he establi,-d1-
ment of tho chool. HC' returned to 
Loga nsport and moved his family to 
Kirksville in early spring of 1867. 
This historic YC' ntu re \\'as opened 011 

cptember 2, 1 67. .-\. lit t le more 
than th ree years later Baldwin' pri­
Yate teacher education institut ion 
beC'ame t lw Missou ri State I onnal 
Sc hool of t he first district-the fir:--t 
state supported institution in ::\,Ji,-­
somi , established primarily for th<' 
pmpo,-c of C'ducating t<'ac her::,. Thu,­
our 'olleg<' became' thC' Mother of 
t he tPac hcr edu cation system of ::\li,-­
»ouri . Today, after the passi1w of 
more than thrC'e quarters of n, century. 
\\'C' once more oceupy t lw uniqu 1' 
position of being the only tatc T C'ach­
c r,- C'olleg0 in our State. 
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Science Hal l , the building on the right, was completed and occupied in May, 1906. This is th e only 

building of the original group still in use. 

Fundamental Concepts 

\Yh at did J o.-eph Bald\Yin bclien' 
to be t lw distin ctiYe work of a normal 
!'-C hoo!'? One of the perplexing prob­
lPms confrontino- the pioneer normal 
schools ,rn t hat of determining their 
distinctiYe mi. sion. The various pio­
nPer normal , ·chool presic!Pnt need 
several views relative to their ,rnrk. 
On e group maintained that the ,rnrk 
of t ~e normal school should be pre­
dommatcly academic, that is, the 
\\'Ord:; of President H. B. Buckham of 
Bu~alo, " the best a nd only nPcP:sary 
equipment of the teaclH' r is scholar­
: hip. " This group did not belien ' 
that it \\'as .-ufficient t o merely revie\\. 
tho,' e preparing to t~ach in the sub­
jects later. Th<'y believed t hat the 
course of st udy for a normal ·chool 
.-hould be composed of tho:C' studies 
t hat " ·ould lay a foundation on "·hi ch 
to build an f' ducation . They had only 
scorn and c·ontC'mpt for method cour;;:­
e;;. ThP .second oroup " ·a1; composC'd of 
those who contC'ncled that the pro­
fessional point of view was the corrC'ct 
onC', that is, that the attainmf'nt of 
tlw art of tC'aching rathPr than sc hol­
a rship ,rns the Tucial need for t eac h­
ers. They advocated metbodf' courses 
along \\"itb revie \\" \\'Ork in the common 
branches at tlw C'XpC'nse of an aca kmic 
program. This group thought that 
tlw academ ic work should continue to 
h taught by thC' academiC's, sp mi­
nari e!'-, a nd tlw high sC' hools. It was 
this group that lC'd tlw \Yay in estab­
lishing th C' first statP normal sehools. 
The lh irrl oroup rPgardPcl a C'ombina­
tion of thC' profps;.; ion al a nd aC'ademic· 
viewpoint as the best wav to ecluc·ale 
teac·hers. OftC'n thrsr t "·;1 \·ir1\·puint.­
\1·otdd I)(' at \,·ar 1\·ith Pach uthPr 1Yithin 
thP sanw normal school. To many. 
thi s ('()mbi11at io11 of ac·adPm ic and 
prof<',.:sional work was mC'r<'ly a tc•m­
porary 11 c-pssi ty and as t lw af'adPmie 
n·quirPmc•nts for c•ntnuic·c• to tlH':-:C' 
normal sc hools 1\·C'n' raisPd t lw af'a-

demi c studies \\·ould gradually gi \.C' 

,rny tu tlw professional. 

Profess ion a l iza tion 

X one of these three groups eut thr 
pattern for the :.Ii chYPst normal school 
of the last centmy, that n-as to be 
thC' ou tstanding pionee r sen ·ice of 
Josrph Balckin ,Yhile pre;;ident of our 
College. HO\\' d id his concept ion of a 
normal school differ from the preYail­
ing Yiews \\'C' haYe briefly r f' viewecl, or 
as pre,iotl.'ly stated? \Vhat was his 
eoncPption of the di stinctive work of a 
teaehcr C'ducation im,t itution·> He 
beli r \·ed that a normal ;.;c hool . hould 
?e a profossional sc hool p :·im :>..rily 
rnterested in tlw profes.- ional education 
of teachNs \\·hose program should 
pro\·ide sound academic sc holarship 
along \Yith profess ional training. H e 
did not believe in t he academic and 
prof es -ional course1; existing side by 
sic[(,, Pach contend ing for " a place in 
the : un," but ra ther tlwy Rhould be 
integrated into a common program 
for a single purpose', the preparation 
of tC'acher.- for the publi c school,;. In 
?t lwr \\·ords, he was truly a pioneer 
Jl1 the field of the profe;;sionali zation 
of subj ect matter. Speakin lwfore 
thC' graduating cla.-s of th i.- 'ollege in 
.Jun C' 1 71 , lw s~ id this concerning his 
roneeption of tliC' cli;.;t in ct i,·e work of a 
normal school: 
. Tlw normal SC' hool s ho11ld be complete in 
itself. As the appendage of the C'O llcgc or 

universit .1· il bas never attained :'\UC' C'e . . 
Wi t h th e one c-entral idea- the profe.·.· ional 
n lu ·at ion of lenchers-inC'orporated in even· 
nerve and fib re of it · \\'Ork , it should he as 
c-o mplele in a ll it s a ppointment a~ t he 
('Ol leg;e. Its C"o urse or stud.,· should he a<; fnll , 
it building~. librnrT and apparat us as ex­
tensive, a nd its facult.v as a bl e. It shou ld be 
a ll that th e coll ge i ·, with t he pro[ession a l 
Rd cled a nd e mbodied. 

The idea of se pa rating the profe. iona,I a nd 
the li tera ry <'O urses is st ri ctl.v impract ic·able. 
The .materi a l of ll'hic·h teachers a re to be 
made req uires the most thorough di.-c·ipline 
a 11·ell as th e prol'essional traini ng of thP 
normal. Thal the best l ime to learn how to 
teac h is "'hil e learning whnl to tea h I must 
regard as a, iomati c. 

It is clear from Bald\\in 's O\\·n 
1\·ords t hat he eon.-idered a normal 
sc hool a professional school on a par 
\\ith th e other profe. sional school<; of 
hi.- day and that he thought the pro­
gram for a profes, ional school for 
teac hers ;.; hould co nstit ute acade mic 
and professional studies so integrated 
that they become an in tegral part of 
t he common program for t he educating 
of teachers. This \\·as a ne \,. concept 
in th e field of teacher education. 

Thu,; far in our discus,;ion \\'e hav<' 
been concerned with the hi.-tori past. 
Though sketchy, I have t ried to relate 
the salient points in the . imple story 
of how t he central idea upon which 
th is tC'achers college wa,; fo11ncl C'cl 
evolved in t he mind of JosC'ph Bal 1-
win. \ t this point let us t urn our 
thought,; and attent ion to the liYing 
present. 

Ohjcctives of Today 

::\lost of \\·bat I ;.;hall say dur in o· the 
r0ma inder of our di,-,cussion " ·ill,'"'to a 
grC'at C'Xtent, be my pC' rsonal opinion. 
and \·iC'\\·points . I do not SC'C' k to 
dominate tlw th inkin g r to ehangP 
the v iC' \,-point of any member of t his 
faculty ; I feel, howey r , that you as a 
memlwr of t his cli;.;t inguishC'cl faculty, 
haYe a right to expC'c t thl' PrPsiclent 
of t he in ;.;t it uti on to make clear his 
philosophy of tPacllC'r education. I 
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do not intend to ma ke new pronounce­
ments but rath er to synt hesize " ·hat 
many of you have _heard me say on 
other occasions. I as ·ure you I a m 
. incer . They are my cmwi ction .. 

Let us now seriously ask thiR q ucR­
tion: What is the function of a teach­
ers college, or any teacher education 
instit ution? You often hear t his 
quc. tion raised a mong profcsRional 
and lay people . This question haR 
grown more acu te during the past 
quarte r of a century. Is not th is a 
t range .·it ua tion in our educational 

. cenc of today? 

,vhy a Teach e 1·s College 

The first state> supported tcarher 
education institution ,vaR opened at 
Lexington , 1\/IasRach usetts, on J uly 3, 
1837, 112 year:; ago. It has been 82 
years since our college opened its 
doors. Durino- t his period of time \\·e 
have witne,:;sed the establishment "·i th­
in our State of four other teacherR 
colleges . Today they ha,·e become 
state college., thu leaYing the State 
Teac hers College at K irksville the 
only teachers college in the State. 
Seri ous-minded people a re :;till asking, 
"Why a teachers college?" It scrms 
to me t hat t his i.· an amazing situation 
in American education, one difficult 

t o comprehend. H o" · can . uch a 
ques tion be ju ·tificd, CRpccially " ·hen 
on considers the pre. en t situation 
confron ting our pu blic sc hools and t he 
uro-ent call from all section;; of our 
na tion fo r edu catc,d teac hers? The 
situation confronting the p ublic school. · 
is more cri tical t ha n it has been for 
many year.. D o you eYc r hear thc.·e 
questions raised in educational cir ·les: 
W hy a medical college? Why a school 
of engi neering? Why a cl iYin ity school? 
Why a college of osteopathy? \Vhy a 
school of journalism'? D o you eYcr 
hear busine s schools or schools of 
I eauty cult ure questioned? Ha. th is 
unrest amo.ng teacher,; ·olleges been 
produced by an o,·crsupply of qvalified 
teachers in our Country? No, even to 
a casual obsen ·cr , t bis is not t he cauF-c. 
There is a great need today for proper­
ly educated teaC'hcrn for the children 
of America and the need i · gro\\·ing. 
There is little hope that enough good 
teachers "ill be available for at least 
the next t en or t\\·enty yearn. 

Ed uca tion F or Oc m ocrncy 

Thosf' who lau nched t he new go,·­
ernment under the Consti tution of 
1787 soon realized that if it were to 
sun·ive thei r O\\·n generation they 
must pro,·ide for schools to educate 
the youth of each generation to under­
stand the principle·, the priYilege,-; 
and the duties of a free peo ple. Our 
founding fathers fu lly realized that 
free institutions cannot long endure 
unless the right kind of an educational 
program is maintained. Democratic 
processes cannot long endure unles.· 
they arc supported l y a fre people, 
well informed in thr ge neral principles 
and methods of sucrc,:;sfu l democrat ic 
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li\'ing. Early in the history of thi,-; 
nat ion our pu blic- schools became the 
kry:-;tone f the democratic faith in 
Amcriea. Th is faith ha;; gro\\'n until 
today Americans havr a ehildlike 
faith in t he po \\·er of their public· 
schools. This fa ith is so deeply cm­
be ldcd in the life of the people that 
they "·illingly support t he public­
. chooh; through taxat ion. The cduea­
tion of all the people at the cxpco.-c of 
a ll tbc taxpayers has become axiomati(• 
in democratic America. .;\Iany Amer­
icans bclie,·e that our success in 
cstabli.- hing and maintaining a go\'rrn­
ment ·which rests on popular ae tion i,-; 
clue largely to the fact that ,w haYc 
educated each generation in the prin­
ciples and methods of the democratic 
procc,:ses. No one has pointed this 
out morr clearly t han D a niel Wehster: 

On 1.he diffusion of education a mong the 
people rcsls the preservation a nd perpetua­
t ion of our free institutions. I apprehend no 
cla nger to our countr~· from. a foreign foe. 
Our destruction, hould it co me at a ll , \Yill 
be from another quarter. From the inatten­
tion of the people to t he co ncern s of gov­
e rnment-from their c·arele sne and negli­
gence-I must con fcs · that I do ;ipprelwnd 
so me clanger. I fear lhat the)· ma_\· place loo 
implicit a confidence in their public servants, 
and fail properly to scru tinize their co nclucL­
that in th i. 11·a~- the_\· may be t he dupes of 
designing men .. . :\fake them intelligent, and 
the_\. 11·ill be vigilant-give them the rn.ean~ of 
cletet'ling t he \nong, and t hey \\·ill apply the 
remedy. 

~eed fo r Educated Teachei·s 

AR the "people's schools" bccamP 
established, there gre\\· a desire among 
their . upportpr. for better educated 
teachers . Thus another interesting 
chapter \\·as opened in the history of 
American education-the struggle tu 
e,:tabli.-h and maintain professional 

N one of th e lo ng -fam iliar pine trees are left on t he main campus. 



The debris from the burned buildings was used to fill the old lake, which by 1924 
had come to be regarded as a menace to health. 

school for the education of teacher~. 
Out of thi. struggle came the T,wn­
tieth Century teachers college , of 
which ours is a typical example. The 
teacher colleges have exerted a whole-
ome influence upon public education 

throughout the nation. The e institu­
tion have gain ed a. ecure place in the 
American scheme of public education 
of " ·hich they are an integral part. 
In .·pite of tremenclou. opposition 
they have succeeded beyond the 
expectation of their founder . 1\' hy 
have they succeeded? It appear.· as 
if their succe. s is due chi fly to two 
factors : First , the soundness of their 
contention that teachers needed spe­
cifi c education in a professional school 
devoted to the problem of educating 
teachers for the public schools; second, 
that those educated in these institu­
tions were usually better teacher of 
boys and girls than those educated 
el ewhere. In other word , the quality 
of their product. was one of their great 
as ets. Let us hope that that i. true 
today. They have al o made an im­
portant contribution towards the de-

velopment and the impro,·ement of 
the public school i,ystem. 

Teachers Colleges Should Provide 
Educational Leadership 

If the position I have assumed is 
basically ·ound, then the primary ta k 
of a teacher · college is the education 
of teachers for the kindergarten, the 
elementary school , the rural . ehools, 
the ·eeondary school. , and the public 
junior colleges. Ye., it ha. an obliga­
tion to prepare elementary and high 
school principals, supervi. ors and spe­
cialist. of various kinds and adminis­
trators. It should furnish educational 
leadership and profc. ·sional services to 
those working in the public school ·. 
It must also a.· ume the leadership in a 
relentles. · campaign to arouse Amer­
ican people to the realization that t he 
ta. k of a teacher i. a professional one, 
and that the uneducated teacher i. 
dangerou to our way of life. uch 
colleges mu. t take a firm stand in 
defense of teachers being profe.-. ·ion­
ally educated and insi. t that every 
boy and girl in America has a right 

to the s timulation and guidance of 
profc -· ionally trained teachers. The 
a-verage American i not prone to 
seek the advice of a lawyer who bas 
not been professionally educated. 

,vhen an American want pro­
fes ·ional advice he seek the expert , 
the best trained person he can find. 
1¥hy should we allo,Y om children to 
be taught a11d influenced during their 
mo. t impre. sionisti years by a teach­
er who ha. not been professionally 
educated'? In my judgment the mo. t 
acute problem facing American edu­
cation today, in the year of 1949, is 
\Yell-qualified teachers for the public 
schools. I think thif} will remain an 
acute problem for year · to come. Thi~ 
is t he great challenge facing a teachers 
college or any other educational irn,ti­
t 11 t ion primarily interested in educat­
ing men and women for the teaching 
profes. ion. Such institutions have no 
choice in the matter. The people ex­
pect them· to meet the challenge 
without equivocation. It is an obliga­
tion imposed upon them by la"·· 
Therefore, the primary task of a 
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TwC'ntiC'th Century tC'a ·h rs colkge is 
th :-.ame as th norma l :chools of 
yC'st rday-the education f t ad1C'r,; 
for th se ho ls of Amc•rica . When this 
('(>llSC'S to b ' th ir primary J'un C't ion 
tbC'y will ha\' lost thC'ir u11iqu0 place 
in 1\m C' ri can ed ucation. They can no 
long<'r honC',;tly appeal to the .\ nwrican 
people for finanei a l assistan ·(' and 
moral suppor t as teachers c·o ll cg0s. 

Our O, n Progran1 

At this point in our dis ussio n we 
. bould rais<' th que,.;tion , " \Y hat 
:bouJcl I e the program of a tcaeh rs 
c 11 gC' in t h C' middk years of t lw 
'.l'wentieth 'entury'?" This is a quC's­
tion that this facu lty mu .. t face reali,;­
tically , both indi\'idua lly and eollec­
t i,·ely. :\Jany leaders and thinkC'17s in 
the fi eld of teachC'r ed ucation arc 
persuaded t hat a four-year program is 
too brie f a tim for ed ucating a pe r,.;on 
for the teaching profession. uch a 
program is outmoded a nd should be 
cli."carded for a n0w one. I belieYe that 
the curriculum of a teachers college 
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should b a fiy ' -yC'ar program of \\·h ich 
tlw fir,;l two yC'ar:-. :-;hould con,;(itut<• 
gc•n ral e lu C"ation and thr <' y •ar,-. of 
profC'ssional edueation; a ll f ,,·hich 
,;hou ld bC' int grated into a unifiPd 
program for th prc•paratio11 of a 
lC'ach r for our public i-,chools. lt i:-. 
the uniquC' rC':-;pon:-;ibilily of a tc•arh •r,-
ollegc to SC'C' that tlw public· ,;c-hool 

tc•achers rec-ein• th C' right kind of 
eclueation. That being lruC', \\·hat tlwy 
do in r ro rgan izing tlwir educational 
program j,; of primary im portanC'C'. 
It \\·ill grC'atl , infiu ener thC' k ind uf' 
soeial order that our count ry ,,·i ll ha\'C 
in tlw nex t c·C'ntury. "\YC', ,ls a faculty, 
must do our bei-,t to rnrt't this c-l1nl­
lengc. Tlw futmC' of om c-ollPge de­
pends on how ,w mC'et this is,;uC'. 
W must SC'C' that its program meets 
thC' demands and se1TC's the nC'rcls of 
the people or br rdc-gated to the 
boneyards of thC' pa. t; furthermore it 
must mr t thC' rcalitie.- of contem­
porary l ife realistic-ally. I must not 
become sclf-sat isfie l , gro,Y ol l , lose 
it. Yigor and clriYe and become :-;te0ped 

in (II(' tradition,-. und glorie,, uf i [,.. 
pa,-.t. lt must kc•c•p it,-, youthful Yigm· 
and it:- pioncc·ring :--pirit. Only tho,-.c• 
,d10 Ii\"!• in thC' :-.pirit of the• time':- shall 
li,· .. \ mo;;t important rr:-.pon,..ibilit .v 
re:--t,-. on our ,-.hou ldl•r,-.. 1 do Hot 1, •lie·, l' 
you c-an disC'harg<' thi:-- responsihilit) 
\\"ith a four-yc•a r program. lt will take• 
fin• y ar:-. to 1 ropc>rly •duc·atc• ,l t<',t<'IH•r 
for our publi :-C'l1oob for today ,llld 
for tomorro,L 

:.\ lu s t Pr·of'c»sionaliz • 

The find tu•o ye(/1'8, tlH' frc-:--hman UJl(L 

sophomore yPar:--, of a fin•-yc•ar pro­
gram s h uld be clc,·ol<•d to general 
educ,ttion, or u-ung tlw terminology of' 
other prof cssions, pn•-prof r:--sional 
\\·ork for t lw te•aeh ing profrssion. In 
o rgan izing a currieu lum for a gPneral 
education prorrram it is C'.'sf'ntial for u:-­
to keC'p in mind that WP ,,·ish to pr<'­
parc the incli,·idual for .- ucee,;s ful 
li,·ing, for a teachC'r i.- first a citiz n of 
a community, then a practition r o f 
hi:· choi-,en profession. A teach ' l' 
n eed_. and mu ·t haye a comprehen siY 

Since 1925 the Green wood Elementary School has been used as a laboratory school for prac tice teac h ers. 

The building s hown above has been r e placed by a m ore modern one . 



PROGRESS OF SEVE 
ADMI ISTRATIONS . 

THE 
CAMPUS TODAY 

::\lore than eighty year · ago on September 2, 1 67, a the country beo-in 
to . ·et its house in order after the lono- and devastating war between the 
.-tat .-, J oseph Baldwin, pioneer educator, v,rorking for the preservation 
of democratic ideals e tabli hed in Kirk ville, -;.\lis ouri, one of th 
first in titution. we t of the ::\Ii is ippi River de,,oted primarily to 
the education of teach rs. 



DEVOTED TO A GREAT IDEAL 

An all-embra ·ing idealism guided Baldwin in haping hi pioneer insti ution. 
~aid he, ' to elevate teaching from the po. ition of a va cillating mpirici. m to 

that of the chief of the art i the ·world '. upreme work.' "\Yi.th empha. i 
upon ound . cholarship in the great field of k_no"·ledge, a thorough under­

standing of the fact and proces e of profe . ional education and xpertly 
directed experience in the laboratory chool, he cut th patt rn for 

the American T eacher. College a it i knO\,Yil throu{:!:hout the world 
today. 

, 'even admini tration. ha-ve kept faith in thi 
far reaching ideal and in thi pattern for teacher 
education. From thi, pioneer institution ha-ve 
gone forth teachers and leader to help ·hape the 
d stiny of America. 

THE 
CA;\IP US THE 
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The Model Rural School was conceived and e rected under the direction of Presid ent 

John R. Kirk. Located on the sou theast corn e r of the campus, it was opened i n Sep­

tember 1907 w ith an enro llment of fourteen childre n who were transported from 

severa l miles west of Kirksville. 
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knowlC'clg;<' of thC' so ·ial , cconomiC', 
polili cal, a 11c1 rC'ligious for 'C'S confront­
ing thC' soc- ial ordC'r. J n our gcnC' ra l 
education program ,,.C' seek to dcvC'lop 
in thC' prospcctiY<' tear!lC'r a CC'rt a in 
maturity of judgmc•nt and breadth 
or uuc!C'n;tancling thaL come.· only to 
thos " ·ho haYC' li\"C•d Yicariou ·ly 
through tlw agc•s of man'.· re ·ord d 
rxpNiC'nc-rs. ThPsP grC'at experience. · 
of the rac·c a rc to i)p found in the 
histo,-y of civilization , the hwnanitie.s, 
the .fine ofl. ·, th e 11111 ic, the droma, the 
wciol .·ciences, and the natural .·cience8. 
_.\ o·cnrraJ Pclucation progra,m . hou ld 
giH' the prosprcti,· tea ·her a compre­
hcnsi,·r undC'r:;tanding of the con ­
ti11uity of the C',·olution or human 
so ·idy, a grasp of thP ba::;ic la w:; of 
scic•nce and an appreciation of the 
grrat spiritual •xperiences of the 
human race. I bclicvr that the pro­
fessional education of teachers should 
IJC' based upon a \Yell-organized and 
implementrcl two-year program of 
general e lucatio11. During t hese two 
years no thought of specialization 
should cntC'l" into the educational 
program of a prospecti ,·e teacher. 
H e . ·houkl be int erested solely in 
broadening his basic kno \\·ledge. D o 
we a. · a facu lty live up to our philoso­
phy of general education? Do we at 
ti mes encourage prospective teacher ­
to comme nce specialization in the 

U ntil t h e comple tion o f Sto kes Stadium, built in 1929- 30, athle tic contes ts w e re conduc ted on the playing 

fi e ld o n the n orthwest part o f th e campus w h e re Baldwin Hall now s tands . 
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freshman and sophomore years '? That 
is a mi. take easily made, for most of us 
are specialist minded , but " ·e should 
be on our guard to . ee tha t " ·e k eep 
inviolate our philo. ophy of general 
education. 

General Education Concepts 

I think the time is fast approaching 
when thi. fa culty shouJcl re-Rtucly the 
organization and contents of our 
general education cour. e , e,;p cially 
the comprehensive ourses . "\Ve must 
not let ourseh ·cs fall in t o th e error of 
thinking that " ·c are finished-that 
our \\·ork is don C' . ~ o, men a nd \\·omen 
of the fa culty, our ta ·k i · cer tainly not 
finished. I doubt whether any of you 
believe t hat th e organizations, t he 
co11tents, and the method of instruc­
tion of t he ·e courses mea. ure up to 
the philosophy underlying our general 
educat ion progra m. During recent 
year - we ha Ye not been working mu ch 
on this phase of our edu cational pro­
gra m because " ·e ba ,·e been concen­
t rating on other problems of our 
college, for instance, t he graduate 
program. In the last few years marked 
development ha.· I een made in the 
fi eld of general edu cation. I wi ·h to 

1 sugge. ·t t hat " ·c give some serious 
a tten tion during t his academic year 
to th problem of general education. 
Within a shor t time I shail appoint a 
commi ttee of faeultY member · to re­
study our general cdueation program. 
I hope t his committee will furnish 
the 1 adership fo r a study which will 
i1woh·e eYery mem l er of this faculty. 
The la. t time ;-uch a committee wa. 
appointed was in the fall of 1938, 
t hat wa. · eleYen ~-ear. ago. 

Professional Educat ion Concepts 

The last t hree ycarf-- of a fixe-year 
program of teacher educat ion should 
be devoted to professional " ·ork , 
which should include at least four 
t hing. : First, t he 1 rospective teacher 
must . pecializ in some field of human 
knowledge augmented by one or more 
minor · ,Yhich may or may not b in 
related fields . His main inter . t may 
lie in one of th disciplines of tbe aca­
d mi · or applied fields . 

T hi p hase of a teacher' education 
. hould be broad an l thorough and 
bas cl upon genuine• scholarship, for 
thorough scholar. hip i. t lw keystone 
of a t acher's education. A teacher of 
youth mu. t have a dPpth and a brca Ith 
of under.-tandi_ng of that which he 
wi.·hcs to teaC'h , along with an appr -
c·iation of the broad interrelaLionships 
of t hat which hr trache. with the 
general scheme of the intC'llcC't and the 
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unity of thought. The eurriculum of a 
teachers collC'ge should br broad and 
all-inclusin:' . Any li.·cipline t hat con­
tribu tes in any ,Yay to t he edu cation 
of a teacher has a place in its program . 
Yes, I can ju.·tify such disciplines a.· 
geology, G reek, Old En glish, astron­
omy, pot tery , sculpturing, et ectera, 
if th ey cont ribute to t he preparation of 
our public school teacher . The cur­
riculum of a teac hers collC'ge should 
be a. broad as any that is found in the 
best of our colleges a nd universities. 

Schol a s tic Di scipline 

The instru ction in a teac hers college 
must be more thorough t han in a ny 

I 
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profe ·.-ionalized, an d if we1 as a fac­
ulty, fail to do t his, t hen we are doing 
no more t ha n t he colleges of arts and 
science a re doing. 

Profe ·sionalization of subject mat­
ter is funda mC'ntal to t he profcsi-;ional 
edu cation of a teacher. It is a point of 
view-an attit ude. This means that 
you a.- teacher.- of t0acher. are inter­
ested in pm ·en ting subject ,natter 
fro m the vic" ·point of what a pro­
spective teacher is going to do with it 
rather t han in prC'::;enting the subject 
matter for its .-akc. Why do you 
teach history, li terature , mathematics, 
music? Is it for the sake of the sub­
ject'? On t he other hand, are you 

The sunke n garden occupies th e s pot which was once the basem en t o f Baldwin Hall. 

educational inst itution, for a teacher 
' hould not be merely a st udent of, 
but a ma.-tC'r in , th e d iscipline, which 
he i called upon to teac h. It is not 
·uffieient for a tC'acher to have mere ly 
a general knowledo-e of the discipline 
which h teach .-, but he should know 
it thoroughly, includjna- thC' discipline 
forming it backgrnun<l. that is the 
ba.-i rea, on why the curriculum of a 
teachers collegC' shoul I be composed of 
many branches of knowledge. \Vhen 
it conws to spC'cialization in some fi eld 
of human knowlcdg I believe that it is 
IJC'tter for a teacher to kno\\' much 
f a few thin°·s than to kno,y a litt le 

of many thingR. There is no substit ute 
for thoroughnC', s in sc holarship in the 
<'ducat.ion of a tPaeh r . 

The instruction in a tcaelicr. eollcgC' 
should cliffC'r basic-a lly from that usual­
ly found in c·ollegPs a nd uni\'ersities. 
The various rom s0s taugtit i-hou ld be 

teaching history , literature, mathe­
matics, or music with a Yiew of edu­
cat ing a teacher'? "\Yhat is your atti­
tude to,rnrds subject matter·? Is it 
an instrument in yolir hands for mold­
ing a teacher'? If so. this is truly pur­
poseful teaching. This is t he basic 
nature of th educational program 
for any of the profes.:ion ' . ~\.. teacher ' 
college is interested in professional­
izing i-; ubj ect matter because it i · pri­
marily interested in educating the 
prosp cti,·c tNtc hcr what to teach 
and how to t ach boy and girls. Thi . 
cannot be done in an educational 
inst itution primaril)' interested in a 
gC'nC'ral education program, for the 
profrssionalization of subj ect matter 
bdongs to a prof Pssiona.l school cledi­
C'alt'cl to t lw task of cducatin11: for a 
spceifi prof(',;;sion. I hopC' that no 
nwmbcr of our staff is primarily inter­
cstC'cl in tC'aehing ,-uhjf'rt mat.frr only. 
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A tC'ac hrr:-; . collr gr rnu:-;t ha H ' faculty 
rnembNs who a re intC' n 'sted in t eac h­
ing s ubj r c-t m a ttf'r as a m C'arn, of ed u­
ca ting fo r tlw tt>aching p rofe:-;sion . 

nbjrct m a ttPr in a tpachrr · college is 
profc:-;sion alizr cl wh C' n it i:-; p resented 
fo r t lw dpfin i tP purpo:-;e of C'd ucating 
a t C'af'h C' r . In ot lw r wo rds , it become,; 
in tlw hand:-; of a :-; killful tea cher, a 
m eans t o a n rnd rather than an C'ncl 
i n i t :-:elf . 

Profc ·s iona l Course 

The .·eco11d fac·tor in tlw profess ional 
p rpparation of a tpacher i:-; Uw pro­
fc. ·:ion al coursps . 'Thr~c courses cannot 
be . ubst itutPcl for the academic o r 
appli C'cl fir lds , but n eit he r can t hese' 
fiC' lcls hC' :-mbs ti tutcd for the p ro­
fessional cour:-;N,; hoth a rc basic t o a 
teacher 's education. Th e p rofessiona l 
·curses : bould gin ' t he prospecti vc 

tC'achpr a comprrhensi\·e conception 
o f t hr hi : tori<:al rYolut io n of du a ­
t ion , t liC' fun d a mental prin ciple: of 
lca mi ng, an insig h t into t he philoso phy 

f edu cation, a n appr ciation of t he 
ba: ic princi ple:-; of ducat ion , organi­
zat ion , and aclm ini .-L ration , a long 11·i th 
t h e' bC'st m eth od;; and leehni que in t he 
l raching proc·esc; . Cou n;es in the fie ld 
of psy ·hology .· ho uld consti t ute a n 
imporlan l part of lh e profes;;ion a l 
prr paration of a tcac-h c r. The re musl 
be compl e t r c·oop rat ion on the part of 
th o:c leaching t h academi c· a nd pro­
fes.- iona l cou,·scs , fo r the L\\' O musL be 
in tegrnlcd in to a c·ommon program. 
Tlw Div ic;ion of Educati on of thi s 
T eac·l r:-; Coll rgc is a n integra l p a rt of 

ac· h of t he cip;hl acad r mir di\·i. ion .-. I 
11·i:-; h lo c·ommcncl Lhi .- facu lty for l b 
wh o! ':-iO m C' s piri t of c·oopera tion lh a t 
exists b I \\·Pc' n I he acad em ic- field a nd 
Lh os<' l ac·h ing I he profrss iona l ourse:-;. 
This la rge ly r•xpl ai ns th e ha la nc-c a nd 
tlw fi ne in t grnt ion ol' subjec t m a tt ·r 
thal we han• lC'\'P lo pC'd in our pro­
gram of IPac-lH·r C'C lu ·alion . I \\-i.s b , 
hO\V<' \'<' r , to thro w in OtH' \\'Ord o f 
r a u t ion .. \ t ti mPs I ,\·ondcr if we• a rr' 
, ·,•c· ri 11p; a \\ ay from t Ii is prin c· i p ie so me­
\\ !tat in ou r fif't h o r g raduat e y <'a r of 
work. ] la\<' tl1 <· Di\·ision o f Fin<• 
Ar t,;, , 'o<"ia l .' c· ic•nc·c• H u:-- in rss Edura­
ti nn , a nd J.an1?;11ngr a ncl LitC'ratun' 
intc•gml NI t ltC' ir fifth yc•ar program 
. uffi c· ir• ntly wit h th <' pro f :--siona l cour:--­
p,,'? On i lw ot IH' r hand . ha:-; t hr Di­
\' isio n of I•:dllC·a t ion intC'p,rat cl its 
program fo r (' lf' m r• n tn ry tr aC'lwrs , nd 
sc hoo l a clmini . t ra t o r,-, .- uffi c•ipnth with 
tlw a<·adPtnic · fic· lds'? J think wp ~hou lcl 
wa t <' h I hi -- \ c• ry <·nr , fu llv . r c·ommf' nd 
(Iii prolilPtn I~> th <' t·tu:Pfu l attc•ntion 
of <'H<' h of you . \\'p 11111:-- t kN•p our 
:wa d f' tnir· and pro < ssiona l c·mu·.._,.,., 
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Newes t buildings o n the campus are Blanton and Tason Halls. Completed and occu­

pied in September, 1949, these resid en ce halls for women fill a Jong felt need. 

in te 0·rated in to a commo n progra m 
\\·bich m ee ts t h r need .- of public .-c hool 
teac hers. ~ eith er t he acad emic nor 
p ro fessional c:our:-;cs a rc s ufficient in 
t bemseln's t o meet t he n eeds of th e 
t a chino· p rofessio n . 

Jnte rn hip 

The th ircl factor in th e profession-a l 
pre parat io n of a t ea clwr is a period of 
in terrn-,hip. During t his tim the 
prosp ec tive tcac hN obsen ·es m a.- te r 
t ache r.· a t work a nd at t lw same 
time beco me;; a pa rti cipant in th e 
teac hing proC('sS. O ur laboratory 
. rhool sho uld be- tl, e core of our t ea che r 
cdu ration program. B u t is i t'> I a m 
a fra id it is our wrakC's t link in o m 
cntir ' pro 0 -ra m of teacher ed ucat ion. 
ThN<' d ocs no t a ppear to m 0 t o be a 
s ufficiently closr coord ina ti on of til e> 

.t udcnt 's \\·ork in hi::; academic or 
apJ li ed fi<:• ld,; \\·itl1 hi:-; in ternship ex­
perienrcs , t lw c;a me can proba b ly be 
said of the profes:-;ional courses. I 
th in k ewry m embN of this fac ulty 
sho uld be a c ti \·cly intere tecl in th 
la bo ratory sc hool a nd i t . p lace in our 
tota l p rogram of teac her ducation. 
I t hi n k you as tea chers o f prospecti,·e 
tea chers s ho uld bC' as inte rc ·t ed in t he 
achvi ti c of t h e> la l o ratory sc hool as 
t eac hers of prospc•c t iYC' loctor.- a rc in 
the activ it ies of t he hos1 ita l connec t ed 
wi th a me liea l collcgP . I t ha t a ·king 
too m uch of a facu lty e nga ged in 
p rofessional educa tio n ·~ HO\\. m a ny of 
you a r ' \\·illin g to teach a class in our 
labora tory .-c hool pro \'ided i t becomes 
a par t of yo ur n ormal load ? If inter­
C'f, t C'd I ,\·oul ! li kc> to discus · t he m a tte r 
with yo u. 

Kirk uditorium wa o upied in pril 1924 s hortly aft r the disas trou fire which 

de troy d Baldwin Hall and the Library . 



Philosophy R equired 

The' fourth es.·C'ntial n •quirC' nw nt for 
:111 C'cluration program for teac hNs ha -, 
to do \\'ith a eomprehensi\' C' phi_lo­
,-ophical course. E a eh prospN·tt\'C' 
tearhN before' r omplC'ting his pro­
fessional " ·ork should take' a com prc•­
hensi,·e philosophic·al course. Such a 
eoursr Hhould he gi , ·C'n cluri ng th e' 
last quartrr of the fifth year of \\'Ork 
or gracluatr yPar , preparatory for th e 
teaching profC'ssion. The hPart of this 
course shou ld br a synthesis o f the 
studrnt ',, C'dueational expPri C'n C-C' :< in 
preparing for t hC' tea c- hing p rof r., sion . 
. uc-h a course• ,rnulcl a ttempt to gi,·p 
him a sensr of tlw unity of though t 
\\·hic-h is ,;o ('ssrnti.al if a tC'ach er is 
not to ]:)f'c-omr lost in tlw turbulent 
:-:torm.· of the contemporary ,,·oriel. 

There are' otlwr factors ronnC'dC'cl 
with our tC'ac-lwr education program 

Th lndu trial Art buildin~ whic h 
house · woodworkin~, drafting, drawing, 
and agriculture was erected in 1940. An 
xpansion o f thi overcrowded huilding 

planned at a n early date. 

The Pickler Library wa named after the 
la te . ,\1. Pickler who contrihuted sub­
stantia lly to its cost. The building wa 
dedicated on May 20, 1925. The library 
now conta in s more than 100,000 volumes 
exclusive of bound magazines and peri­
odicals. 

t hat I " ·oul cl like to mention, but time 
does not permit. I ha,·e t ried to make 
clear my \' ie\\'point concerning the 
funct ion and program of a teacher.' 
c·ollege. I han spokC'n my corn-ict ion:-:. 
I hopr you a re in agreement basically 
with most of " ·hat I haYc said. 

This a e rial vie w shows th e vete ran s 
housing unit which provides accommo­
dations for forty married couples and 
over sixty m en s tudents. Thes e build­
ings we re e rected with federal aid in 
1946 and have since become th e pro p­
e rty of the College. 
Portions of the main campu s may be 
een in the upper part of the pi c ture. 



The new Baldwin Hall was occupied in January 1939. 

Left : The new Greenwood E le mentary Laboratory 

School. 

Below: This Practical Arts unit was erected in 1947 

from materials g ive n the College by the 

governm ent at the close of World War JI. 



Many physical changes have b een 

brought about on the campus of the 

College but the pioneering principles 

enunciated by founder Jose ph Baldwin 

continue to be the central the m e of the 

institution . 

1 Above: The Ophelia Parris h building 

whic h houses the junior high school and 

serves the College as a laboratory sch ool 

for practice teaching. The original 

building was completed in 1924. An ad­

ditional wing shown above was added in 
1938. 

The athletic h o u se on Stokes Stadium 

built in 1939-40 provides dressing rooms 

a nd s howe r s for athletic teams. 



The .John R. Kirk Memorial at Night. 



Campus Entran ce 

Proposed John J. P ershing Hall 
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